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S O C I E T Y A C T I V I T I E S FOR A P R I L 1 9 7 9 

A P R I L 22HD (SUNDAY) THREE TO FIVE A T THE MUSEUM-

220 N . H U R O N . MR. R I C H A R D E . HAIN OF " T H E RED BARN  

A N T I Q U E S " W I L L BE THE SPEAKER. BRING IN YOUR * A N T I Q U E 1 

W I T H Y O U AND MR. H A I N W I L L ENDEAVER TO A D V I S E IF:_ 

1 . IT IS A VALUABLE A N T I Q U E 2. W I L L TRY TO GIVE Y O U 

OTHER INFORMATION A B O U T YOUR T R E A S U R E . 

A P R I L 29th (SUNDAY) TWO U N T I L FOUR A T T H E M U S E U M . 

NORMA CICHANSKI W I L L SPEAK A B O U T " H E R B S " - COOKING W I T H  

THEM AND D E C O R A T I N G W I T H THEM. 

SOCIETY A C T I V I T I E S FOR MAY 1 9 7 9  

MAY 20 th (SUNDAY) LAST G E N E R A L M E E T I N G U N T I L OCTOBER I 

I N D O O R - O U T D O O R P I C N I C P O T L U C K AT THE HOME OF GRACE A N D 

H E R B E R T CORNISH (830 W . C l a r k ) BRING MEAT FOR YOUR 

FAMILY A N D GUESTS (grills a v a i l a b l e ) , A D I S H TO P A S S , 

SERVICE FOR T H E TABLE A N D A F O L D I N G C H A I R . THREE O'CLOCK  

UNTIL ??? 

MAY 27th (SUNDAY) TWO U N T I L FOUR A T T H E M U S E U M . 

B E V E R L Y SHANKWILER W I L L BE P R E S E N T TO TELL "THE STORY OF  

D E P O T TOWN - ITS P A S T A N D F U T U R E " . LAST 'SPECIAL E V E N T ' 

A T THE MUSEUM UNTIL OCTOBER 1 



A p r i l 1 9 7 9 

T H E EARLY ELEMENTARY A N D SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF Y P S I L A N T I 

'"' , ; The following a r t i c l e - a b o u t the Schools of 
Ypsilan t i w a s r e s e a r c h e d and w r i t t e n by 
.Dorothy D i s b r o w , A r c h i v i s t for the Y p s i l a n t i 
H i s t o r i c a l M u s e u m . 

Since the days when Y p s i l a n t i became an e s t a b l i s h e d v i l l a g e 
the importance of the schools has been a chief feature of 
great p r i d e . For i n s t a n c e , it has been said to have g r a d ­
uated from the Yp s i l a n t i Union Seminary was an honor only 
second to a similar success at the U n i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n , 

V e know very l i t t l e about these earliest schools in our 
pioneer s e t t l e m e n t . H o w e v e r , THE,WASHTENAW COUNTY HISTORY 
for 1 8 8 1 s a y s : "The first s c h o o l o u t s i d e the v i l l a g e w a s 
taught by Cat h a r i n e R o s e n c r a n t z " . P e r h a p s this is the 
school m e n t i o n e d in TEE D E T R O I T GAZETTE for November 7 , ; - . 
1 8 2 5 . 

W e d n e s d a y , the s c h o o l h o u s e in W o o d r u f f ' s G r o v e 
entirely b u r n e d . 

W e do know.t h a t these s c h o o l s , w h i c h w e r e not t a x - s u p p o r t e d 
•free' schools were but a desultory effort to teach c h i l d r e 
the a l p h a b e t . Children w e r e called t o g e t h e r and o r g a n i z e d 
into classes and w e r e taught by a local lady who had the 
time and some education and w a s glad to get paid, small as 
the salary w a s , for her s e r v i c e s . It soon b e c a m e o b v i o u s 
that the efforts w e r e not a c c o m p l i s h i n g the r e s u l t s sought 
so a full-rtime teacher w a s hired and in 1826 a Miss Hope 
J o h n s o n opened a school 'at the G r o v e ' . About the same 
time a school was started by Miss Olive G o r t o n in Y p s i l a n t i 
M i s s Gorton married Lyman Graves ( 1 7 9 4 - 1 8 8 0 ) and their s o n , 
Alb e r t ( 1 8 4 0 - 1 9 2 1 ) fondly w r o t e of his m o t h e r : -

M r s . Olive G o r t o n Graves was born in New L i s b o n , 
Otsego C o . , New Y o r k , Sept, 3 0 , 1 8 0 4 , and died 
O c t . 2 9 , 1 8 8 6 , In 1 8 2 5 , w i t h her f a t h e r ' s f a m i l y , 

' s h e crossed Lake Erie in the s c h n o o e r 'Red J a c k e t ' , 
Captain W a l k e r , m a s t e r . After a somewhat p e r i l o u s 
v o y a g e of about two' w e e k s , they r e a c h e d D e t r o i t , 
t r a n s f e r e d their effects to a barge and pl u n g e d in­
to a w i l d e r n e s s , pulling the barge up the Hu r o n 
River to W o o d r u f f ' s Grove on the east bank of the 
Hur o n R i v e r , At the age of fifteen she had entered 
u p o n the v o c a t i o n of school t e a c h i n g , w h i c h she 
followed upon her arrival" h e r e , by o p e n i n g t h e first 
school in Yp s i l a n t i on the west b a n k of t h e r i v e r . 
Children w e r e sent to her school from the east side 
of' t h e river and w e r e rowed a c r o s s the river by h e r ­
self m o r n i n g and e v e n i n g ! 



two 

A f t e r t e a c h i n g there long e n o u g h , at two 
dollars a w e e k , w i t h the m o n e y saved she p u r ­
chased her wedding outfit and in A u g u s t , 1826, 
she w a s m a r r i e d to the late Lyman G r a v e s , 

During the summer of 1828 a Kiss M i r i a m Brooks took o v e r 
from M r s , G r a v e s . In the winter of 1828-29 M r s . Mark N o r r i s 
o p e n e d part of her home for c l a s s r o o m s . In 1830 a little 
brick s c h o o l h o u s e w a s built on the east side of the r i v e r 
by W i l l i a m Harwood w i t h a Miss Laura Vail as t e a c h e r . M r . 
H a r w o o d owned m a n y acres on the east side o f the H u r o n 
R i v e r . When he came in 1825 all the lots on the East side 
in the o r i g i n a l plat w e r e in his h o l d i n g s . He built the 
small brick b u i l d i n g w h i c h stood u n t i l 1929 on Babbitt Street 
in b a c k of the p r e s e n t W o o d r u f f s c h o o l . This m o d e s t b u i l d ­
ing was really the b e g i n n i n g of t h e Y p s i l a n t i Public S c h o o l s . 
W i l l i a m Harwood gave the land for the East Public S q u a r e 
b o u n d e d by L i n c o l n .Street to P a r k Street and from P a r s o n s 
to Babbitt S t r e e t . The little b r i c k s c h o o l was on the north 
edge of the s q u a r e . 
A n o t h e r brick b u i l d i n g begun in 1831, 110 River Street w a s 
used by the M e t h o d i s t C o n g r e g a t i o n u n t i l 1835. The b u i l d i n g 
was subsequently bought by the Baptist Society and u s e d 
u n t i l 1847 after w h i c h it w a s g i v e n over to school p u r p o s e s . 
Later this b u i l d i n g was sold to the W o r d e n Brothers who had 
to r e m o v e school f u r n i s h i n g s b e f o r e they could e s t a b l i s h 
their factory. About 1857 this school was united w i t h D i s ­
trict #4 on the east side of the r i v e r . W e have not b e e n 
a b l e to find out if this school was kept up u n t i l 1866 when 
a four room b r i c k b u i l d i n g was erected on the northeast 
corner of East C o n g r e s s , (Michigan A v e n u e ) and P r o s p e c t . 

A n o t h e r school of the early days was 'The Peck Street P r i m ­
a r y ' . This school stood o n the p r o p e r t y of J o s e p h and 
Sophia Churchill P e c k who in 1823 came with their five 
c h i l d r e n to this section from New York state and settled 
on East Forest near River Street. They first built a small 
log c a b i n and t h e n a commodious farm h o u s e . The P e c k home 
was a center of h o s p i t a l i t y and a c o r d i a l w e l c o m e was given 
to a l l new settlers and t r a v e l l e r s coming a l o n g . Soon this 
section was k n o w n as 'Peckville'.We do n o t . k n o w the exact date 
of the brick s c h o o l h o u s e . The p r o p e r t y was deeded by 
J o s e p h P e c k to School District #3 for $4o in 1850 and known 
as the F o u r t h Ward S c h o o l h o u s e . In 1858 n i n e t y - n i n e c h i l ­
dren were e n r o l l e d . This school property was later deeded 
to Mr, George G e o r g e , Novvember 17 1866 and a new site for 
a school was c h o s e n . (The site c h o s e n was on Oak Street 
and the school n a m e d 'Prospect', In I963 it w a s r e n a m e d 
'Adams' S c h o o l in honor of Olive M . Adams who had been 
p r i n c i p a l t h e r e for t w e n t y - n i n e y e a r s and who was r e t i r i n g 
that y e a r ) . The p r o p e r t y was later p u r c h a s e d by M r . Fred­
erick J. S w a i n e , .about 1872 from a L,C, W a l l i n g t o n . Both 
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Mr. Wallington and Mr. Swaine were 'nalters'. Mr. Wallington 
had nade the old schoolhouse into a snail nalt house and 
Mr, Swaine enlarged it. After the death of Jessie Swaine, 
daughter of Frederick, the house was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs Robert R, Anschuetz. 

The first public school west of the river was taught by 
Chauncey Joslin, (I813-I889), who cane to Ypsilanti in V.7 
and who studied in local law offices and becane Judge of 
Probate"ih 1 8 5 2 and Mayor of Ypsilanti in I858 and who served 
on the School Board for twenty years. The school in which 
he taught was called 'The White Schoolhouse, District #U • , 
The building, enlarged and altered is at 1 3 7 N. Washington 
and was the hone of Janes Westfall and his sister,. Mary. 
The building was originally a one rcon building and was used 
for school purposes up until the tine of the purchase of the 
of the eld. Seninary in 18U8 when it was no longer used for 
a school building. There was no bell on the rooa and school 
was opened when the teacher had called the children fron all 
directions by ringing a large hand bell. Fron records in 
our archives we find that there were only fifteen houses on 
that side of the river at that tine. The pupils brought 
their dinners in pails and on pleasant days ate outdoor under 
the trees, and when the teacher wanted then back in the 
schoolroon she rapped on the window with a very long ruler. 

The late Mrs, Lorenz Kisor gave an interesting and valuable 
gift to the Archives which reads:-

Re: of Mr, Glover eighty-nine cents in full for 
State, Town, County and School tax on S 1 / 2 of 
SE 1/k hO acres for the year 1 8 ^ 3 
Ypsilanti (signed) A.Craddock' 
January 31, 18U1* 

In 1 8 5 1 another district south of Congress, (Michigan A v e ) , 
united with District #k. The Ypsilanti City Directory for 
i 8 6 0 lists:- Washington Street Prinary School - west side 
of Washington between Catherine and Woodward, and a Miss 
Helen Buck is listed as 'teacher in the Washington Street 
Prinary School' or 'The Red Brick School'. The building was 
struck by lighting and extensively danaged. The site was 
bought by Dr. Parnenio Davis ( 1 8 1 6 - 1 8 8 3 ) in order to convert 
the remains of the school building into a dwelling. The 
Abstract-s-tates that on December 2 9 , lS6kt School District 
#k gave a Warranty Deed to the Doctor for lots # 5 1 and # 5 2 . 
The consideration was $ 1,25 1 * , 0 0 . Just how nuch Dr. Davis 
changed the lines of the original school building we are 
unable to deternine. On December U, 1 8 6 7 , Parnenio and 
Carlista Showerman Davis, gave a Warranty Deed to William H. 
Payne for lots # 5 1 , #52 and # 5 3 , for a consideration of 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . Mr. Payne had been hired as Principal of the 
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Y p s i l a n t i Schools in 1866 and served u n t i l 1870. The 
Paynes wi th t h e i r f a n i l y , were probab ly the f i r s t occupants 
of the new d w e l l i n g that r e p l a c e d the old schoolhouse . The 
new d w e l l i n g with Paynes in r e s i d e n c e , became a s o c i a l and 
c i v i c center f o r the community. The orga i z a t i o n a l meeting 
for the L a d i e s ' L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n was h*ld in the l i b r a r y 
of the Payne hone and M r s , Eva Fort Payne was one of the 
o r i g i n a l i n c o r p o r a t o r s of the A s s o c i a t i o n in 1 8 6 9 , The 
Payne fami ly moved away from Y p s i l a n t i in 1870, The proper ty 
was most r e c e n t l y owned by Dr . and M r s . Bradley H a r r i s , 206 
S, Washington, 

The o r i g i n a l school stood in an oak grove for an o ld a r t i c l e 
on the schools s a y s : -

. , . ' I n my e a r l y chi ldhood there s t i l l stood in 
the center of the s idewalk i n f r o n t of the house 
t h r e e l a r g e oak t r e e s wi th walks on e i ther s ide 
wide enough f o r two to walk a b r e a s t . They are 
gone now, v ic t ims of our s t r a i g h t s idewalk committee!' 

There were other schools and other teachers s ca t t ered around 
the v i l l a g e . The t e a c h e r ' s s a l a r y was so very nominal and 
in not a few ins tances d i s t r i c t s a l l owed t h e i r houses to be 
occupied by whomsoever would undertake to teach and for 
whatever he could o b t a i n from his p a t r o n s . Such was the 
s ta te of educat iona l a f f a i r s in Y p s i l a n t i from I836 u n t i l 
1 8 4 8 - 4 9 . 

In 1840 a Franc i s G r i f f i n e s t a b l i s h e d a s choo l . He f i r s t 
used the meeting room of the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church on Pearson 
Street and l a t e r l o c a t e d in the 'Nunnery' S . E . corner Con­
gress and S. Huron, He a d v e r t i s e d to teach L a t i n and Greek 
and when his p u p i l s i n q u i r e d about these courses he adv i sed 
them to wai t f o r a more convenient time to take then. About 
the same time a Mr, Landreth opened his school which was 
l oca ted in the L a r z a l e r e Block a t the s , w , c o r n e r of Washington 
and Congress , (Michigan A v e n u e ) . He l a t e r went to D e t r o i t 
where he e s t a b l i s h e d a very f l o u r i s h i n g school f o r a year 
or so when D e t r o i t , in 1 8 4 2 , opened the f i r s t tax supported 
school in the s t a t e . 

In May I836 Charles Woodruff and his p a r e n t s , from Water loo 
New Y o r k , came and s e t t l e d at C a r p e n t e r ' s Corners in P i t t s ­
f i e l d Township. Charles went east to Al legheny C o l l e g e in 
Pennsy lvania graduat ing in l 8 4 l . Upon h i s r e t u r n he was 
h i red to teach in Mr. Landre th ' s schoo l . Soon a f t e r he 
h ired Woodruff Mr, Landreth l e f t f o r D e t r o i t and Charles 
Woodruff took over his d u t i e s . He o f f e r e d opportuni ty to 
' t eachers of d i s t r i c t schools to improve themselves in the 
branches of l e a r n i n g p e r t a i n i n g to t h e i r department of t each­
i n g ' . I t might be r e a s o n a b l e to assume that the l o c a t i o n 
in Y p s i l a n t i a few years l a t e r of the State Normal School 
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m a y have been influenced by the b e g i n n i n g in tr a i n i n g 
t e a c h e r s m a d e by this s c h o o l , 

Charles W o o d r u f f w i s h e d to m o v e his school away from the 
com m e r c i a l portion of t h e city and rented a large b u i l d i n g , 
'Tecumseh' built in l8kk as a rai l r o a d h o t e l , and w h i c h had 
been standing empty for several y e a r s . W o o d r u f f wanted the 
city to buy a buil d i n g for his school but they r e f u s e d , so 
he rented a p o r t i o n of the 'Tecumseh', He held very s u c c ­
essful classes there u n t i l I 8 U 5 . One day a Rev e r e n d Lyman 
B, M o o r e , Pastor of the Baptist Church during t h e f o r t i e s , 
came as a v i s i t o r to W o o d r u f f ' s School and enrolled his son 
and b r o t h e r as p u p i l s . R e v e r e n d M o o r e w a s a frequent v i s i ­
tor to the school and told Charles W o o d r u f f of his great 
interest in t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of e d u c a t i o n . 

Soon, W o o d r u f f a l w a y s claimed that it w a s wit h o u t his k n o w ­
l e d g e , P a s t o r Mcore b o u g h t the 'Tecumseh' b u i l d i n g and o p e n e d 
a school w h i c h he called 'The Ypsila n t i S e m i n a r y ' , 

The a c a d e m i c year w a s divided into two ter m s of 22 weeks 
c o m m e n c i n g the first M o n d a y of September and the second M o n ­
day in F e b r u a r y . The t u i t i o n was for $3 and $8 and board 
and r o o m $lk per quarter of 1 1 w e e k s . W i l l i a m L. Eas t c n 
and M a r y B . F . Brown w e r e P r i n c i p a l s and Lyman M o o r e and Wm. 
A. M o o r e , P r o p r i e t o r s , By act of the St a t e L e g i s l a t u r e , 
a p p r o v e d M a r c h 1 2 , I 8 U 9 , t h e 'Ypsilanti S e m i n a r y ' r e c e i v e d 
its full r e c o g n i t i o n under Board of E d u c a t i o n of Dis t r i c t 
0k. In 1 8 5 1 a second d i s t r i c t was added a n d soon other 
d i s t r i c t s , including t h o s e a c r o s s the r i v e r , u n i t e d w i t h 
District #k and thus g r a d u a l l y and by common consent the 
school b e c a m e known as 'The Un i o n S e m i n a r y ' . 

P e r h a p s Charles W o o d r u f f could have stayed on as a teacher 
in R e v e r e n d M o o r e ' s school but he was angered by what he 
considered M o o r e ' s u n d e r h a n d treatment and w i t h d r e w from 
school t e a c h i n g as an o c c u p a t i o n . However he alwa y s r e m a i n e d 
a c h a m p i o n of good e d u c a t i o n for a l l . Indeed w h e n he b e ­
came editor of the S E N T I N E L he wrote m a n y editorials t e n d i n g 
to a d v a n c e the cause of e d u c a t i o n in Y p s i l a n t i . Charles 
W o o d r u f f w a s b o r n in New Y o r k State in 1 8 1 6 and died in 1 8 9 6 
at the home of his son, M a r c u s Tullius W o o d r u f f , at 7 1 7 
Cress S t r e e t . W o o d r u f f S c h o o l , built in 1 9 0 1 , w a s named 
in his honor and not for B e n j a m i n W o o d r u f f . 

In A p r i l of 1 8 5 3 R e v e r e n d J o s e p h E s t a b r o o k b e c a m e P r i n c i p a l 
of the 'Union S e m i n a r y ' . The school b e c a m e k n o w n as 'the 
m o d e l ' and m u c h p r o g r e s s w a s m a d e along i n t e l l e c t u a l l i n e s . 
R o o m s w e r e r e n t e d to students w h o s e h o m e s w e r e o u t s i d e of 
Yp s i l a n t i and to its t e a c h e r s . For awh i l e m o r e students 
from o u t s i d e attended the school t h a n from the school d i s t r i c t . 
The first g r a d u a t i n g class r e c e i v e d their d i p l o m a s in 1 8 5 2 , 
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In the 1910 December issue of 'The Y p s i - S e n ' , Henry R. 
U t l e y , class of 1857 w r o t e of what he r e m e m b e r e d about the 
S e m i n a r y ; -

I .first a t t e n d e d Y p s i l a n t i U n i o n Seminary in the 
early fall of 1852. I was the b a s h f u l l e s t kind 
of b o y , fresh from the farm, and everything in the 
town was to m e grand and i m p r e s s i v e . The old 
Seminary b u i l d i n g stood on t h e same lot as it is 
at p r e s e n t , but was close to the s i d e w a l k , immed­
iately at the c o r n e r . It was o r i g i n a l l y built 
for a hotel in the stage coach d a y s . But the o p e n ­
ing of the r a i l r o a d sidetracked it for hotel p u r ­
p o s e s . After standing idle for s o m e t i m e , it was 
bought for about $3,000 and in 18^9 was opened as 
a public school and Seminary u n d e r the a u s p i c e s of 
the School B o a r d of the c o n s o l i d a t e d district of 
Y p s i l a n t i . 

It was a t w o - s t o r y brick in the form of a letter 
' L ' s the lower wing running west from the corner 
and the shorter r u n n i n g n o r t h . The latter was ex­
tended about 1853 to meet the demand for m o r e room. 
Attr. 'hed to the west wing was a t w o - s t o r y frame 
b u i l d i n g , o r i g i n a l l y a d w e l l i n g . The ground floor 
of the entire b u i l d i n g was d e v o t e d to r e c i t a t i o n 
a n d study r o o m s . The second f l o o r , having b e e n guest 
r o o m s in the h o t e l d a y s , was left u n c h a n g e d and the 
rooms were r e n t e d as d o r m i t o r i e s to non-resident 
s t u d e n t s . The west wing was o c c u p i e d by the b o y s , 
the north by g i r l s . P r o f e s s o r James J a c k s o n , the 
V i c e P r i n c i p a l , o c c u p i e d a room in the b o y s ' wing and 
a t t e n d e d to the p r e s e r v a t i o n of o r d e r . Miss A . C . R o g e r s , 
the ' P r e c e p t r e s s ' , had a room in the g i r l s ' w i n g . The 
r e g u l a t i o n of the dormitories w a s very strict. A 
bell in a cupola on the roof gave signals for rising 
in the m o r n i n g , r e t i r i n g at n i g h t , for chapel exercises 
and for changing c l a s s e s . All lights in the rooms 
w e r e r e q u i r e d to be out at 10 o'clock at n i g h t . No 
one was p e r m i t t e d to leave the b u i l d i n g during study 
hours w i t h o u t a p a s s . 

Professor J o s e p h E s t a b r o o k w a s the P r i n c i p a l , having 
been called from Tecumseh to take charge of the 
school in the fall of I852. He r e m a i n e d several y e a r s . 
Miss R o g e r s , the P r e c e p t r e s s , r e s i g n e d at the end of 
that year to accept a like p o s i t i o n at the N o r m a l . 
She w a s succeeded by Miss H a r r i e t M , C u t c h e o n , who 
continued as P r e c e p t r e s s many y e a r s . 

The pupils of the school w e r e m a i n l y boys and girls 
of the town. But there was a goodly number of non-
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r e s i d e n t s fron n e i g h b o r i n g t o w n s . A l l the d o r m i ­
tories being o c c u p i e d by t h e n , w h i l e o t h e r s found 
q u a r t e r s in p r i v a t e houses or rooned over stores 
on M a i n Street. There w e r e three m a l e t e a c h e r s and 
a like number of w o m e n . The teaching staff of that 
day w o u l d certainly compare in p o i n t of c h a r a c t e r 
and a b i l i t y w i t h that of any e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n , 
even of this day. 

B e s i d e class s t u d i e s , l i t e r a r y exercises w e r e r e ­
quired of a l l . Every Friday evening w a s g i v e n to 
p u b l i c a f f a i r s , in w h i c h , following a l i t e r a r y p r o ­
gram, s p e c i a l p l e a s u r e r s a f f o r d e d free o p p o r t u n i t y 
for boys and girls to m e e t and m i n g l e . I feel sure 
that every one of the students of ay day h a ^ e p r e ­
served throughout their lives the m o s t d e l i g h t f u l 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s of their teachers and of t h o s e w i t h 
w h o m they studied and r e c i t e d in the old Y p s i l a n t i 
S e m i n a r y . 

J o s e p h E s t a b r o o k , P r i n c i p a l of the Seminary fron 1 8 5 2 to 
1 3 6 5 was born in B a t h , New Hampshire in 1020 and died in 
O l i v e t , M i c h i g a n in 1394. His fanily s e t t l e d near C l i n t o n , 
M i c h i g a n about 1835. He g r a d u a t e d from O b e r l i n College in 
1 8 4 7 . W h e n he left c o l l e g e he taught at v a r i o u s district 
schools n e a r Clinton and T e c u m s e h and cane to Y p s i l a n t i in 
1053. In 136,5 he b e c a m e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of Schools in East 
Saginaw and in 1 3 7 1 w a s a p p o i n t e d ' P r i n c i p a l ' of the N o r m a l 
School in Y p s i l a n t i . He w a s also a Regent of the U n i v e r ­
sity of M i c h i g a n , State S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . o f E d u c a t i o n and an 
o r d a i n e d M i n i s t e r . P r o f e s s o r E s t a b r o o k w a s a m u c h loved 
citizen of our t o w n . In THE HISTORY OF M I C H I G A N S T A T E 
NORMAL C O L L E G E (pub. 1899), the a u t h o r , D a n i e l P u t n a m , says 
of his friend and c o l l e g u e : -

No t e a c h e r ever c o n n e c t e d w i t h the s c h o o l was more 
loved, w a s r e m e m b e r e d w i t h kindlier f e e l i n g s , or 
greeted w h e r e v e r he w e n t , w i t h w a r m e r or m o r e sin­
cere w o r d s of p e r s o n a l r e g a r d s . 

E a s t a b r o o k S c h o o l , 1 5 5 5 W . C r o s s was named in honor of J o s e p h 
E s t a b r o o k . In 1030 R e v e r e n d E s t a b r o o k w e n t to Olivet 
College to t e a c h and r e m a i n e d there u n t i l his d e a t h . 

No history of the S e n i n a r y would be complete w i t h o u t m e n ­
tioning the Cutcheon b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s w h o cane here 
from P e m b r o k e , New H a m p s h i r e , There w e r e ten children of 
James and H a n n a h Tripp M c C u t c h e o n , w h i c h is how the name 
was spelt in the New E n g l a n d a r e a . The first to come w a s 
Dr, Lewis C u t c h e o n w a s w a s a co-author of a t e x t b o o k on 
p h y s i o l o g y and who t r a v e l e d l e c t w i n g on the s u b j e c t . In 
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In 10^9 under the a u s p i c e s of the Superintendent of P u b l i c 
I n s t r u c t i o n he gave lectures to t e a c h e r s and students of 
the Seminary. M a n y times his l e c t u r e s vere so well a t t e n ­
ded that the a s s e m b l y room of the school w a s too small and 
a larger room at one of the loca l c h u r c h e s w a s u s e d . 

Early in 1353 w h e n M i s s R o g e r s , the P r e c e p t r e s s r e s i g n e d , 
he called the a t t e n t i o n of the Board to his sister, H a r r i e t , 
then teaching at East B l q o m f i e l d , New Y e r k , and she was 
a p p o i n t e d to the p o s i t i o n , 

H a r r i e t , (lBl7-1903), attended the local academy in her 
home town of P e m b r o k e , taught in a district school t h e r e and 
gr a d u a t e d from M t . Holyo k e S e m i n a r y in 1351. She came to 
the Ypsilanti Seminary shortly after J o s e p h E s t a b r o o k . She 
left Y p s i l a n t i in i860 and was P r e c e p t r e s s of M o n r o e H i g h 
School and M o n r o e F e m a l e A c a d e m y , head of the Women's D e p a r t ­
ment at the U n i v e r s i t y of W i s c o n s i n and P r e c e p t r e s s of Flint 
H i g h S c h o o l . She r e t u r n e d to Y p s i l a n t i to help take care 
of the family of one of her br o t h e r s and spent the r e m a i n ­
ing years, of her life as a n honored r e s i d e n t of Y p s i l a n t i 
doing v a l u a b l e v o l u n t e e r w o r k . 

A n n a (l840-192l) at t e n d e d the school in Pem b r o k e and in 185^ 
joined her older sister in Y p s i l a n t i and graduated from 
the Seminary in 1 3 5 7 . She taught schools in M i c h i g a n , T e n n ­
essee and Illinois and taught for eight y e a r s in the D e p a r t ­
ment of Lit e r a t u r e at the Normal School and for t h i r t e e n 
y e a r s w a s the senior P r i n c i p a l of t h e Detroit S e m i n a r y . In 
the summer it w a s her habit to take y o u n g l a d i e s to Eu r o p e 
t o u r i n g Great B r i t a i n and the C o n t i n e n t . S h e , t o e , r e t u r n e d 
to Y p s i l a n t i and for the Seminary S e m i - C e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n 
in 1399 she gave the first of the series of ad d r e s s e s by 
the Alumni and was Secretary of the A l u m n i Library C o m m i t t e e , 

S u l l i v a n Cutcheon (1833-1900) and B y r o n Cutcheon ( 1 3 3 6 - 1 9 O 0 ) 
o b v i o u s l y impressed by what they heard from their sisters 
about the Seminary and Y p s i l a n t i followed them h e r e , S u l l i v a n 
g r a d u a t e d from D a r t m o u t h College in 1356 and the same y e a r 
he b e c a m e P r i n c i p a l of the Seminary and took charge of the 
b o y s ' d o r m i t o r y . After two y e a r s of s u c c e s s f u l w o r k as a 
teacher he a c c e p t e d the p o s i t i o n as S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of schools 
in S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s . W h i l e here he put into o p e r a t i o n 
the first public school system in the State of I l l i n o i s . 
He also met and w a s a friend of young A b r a h a m Lincoln and 
the two of them liked to play a form of h a n d - b a l l together -
sometimes w a c k i n g their heads t o g e t h e r in the excitement of 
the g a m e . While in Springfield he gained a d m i s s i o n to the 
B a r . In 1359 he r e t u r n e d to Y p s i l a n t i and m a r r i e d Louise 
M o o r e ( S e m i n a r y - c l a s s of 1353) daugh t e r of Charles M o o r e 
who bult the house at 110 Woodw a r d later the home of the late 
M r . and M r s . Lorenz K i s o r , He and his w i f e m o v e d to Detroit 
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w h e r e S u l l i v a n had a large and l u c r a t i v e law p r a c t i c e . He 
was interested in b a n k i n g and was P r e s i d e n t of. the D i n e 
Savings Bank of Detroit fron 1334 and of the Y p s i l a n t i 
Savings Bank fron 1392, u n t i l his d e a t h . He w a s twice a 
me m b e r of the L e g i s l a t u r e and was Speaker of the House in 
1363. 

B y r o n C u t c h e o n , t o o , started his e d u c a t i o n in P e n b r o k e but 
cane to this city in order to g r a d u a t e fron the Seninary 
in 1357. He graduated from the Un i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n in 
1361 and in that fall b e c a m e P r i n c i p a l of the school h e r e . 
In July 1362, under P r e s i d e n t L i n c o l n ' s call for 300,000 
m e n , he r e c r u i t e d Company B,, T w e n t i e t h M i c h i g a n V o l u n t e e r s , 
at Y p s i l a n t i , and was c o m m i s s i o n e d C a p t a i n . It is i n t e r e s t ­
ing to note that every Commissioned o f f i c e r , four of the 
five S e r g e a n t s , six of the eight C o r p o r a l s and a large p r o ­
p o r t i o n of the P r i v a t e s , w e r e pupils of the S e m i n a r y . B y r o n 
was in t w e n t y - f i v e b a t t l e s and engagements and became M a j o r , 
Lieutenant Colonel and Brevet Colonel of the 20th for gallant 
s e r v i c e . He b e c a m e Colonel of the 27th M i c h i g a n and was 
Bre v e t e d B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l for gallantry at the B a t t l e of 
the W i l d e r n e s s and r e c e i v e d a C o n g r e s s i o n a l M e d a l of H o n o r . 
In 1363 he m a r r i e d M a r i e A n n i e Warner ( S e n i n a r y - c l a s s of 
1357) and in 1366 r e c e i v e d the degree of L L . B . fron the 
U n i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n Law School and M . A . from the Liter a r y 
D e p a r t m e n t , In 1367 he m o v e d his family to M a n i s t e e , M i c h i ­
gan and w h i l e there he w a s Co n g r e s s m a n from 1333 to 1891. 
In 1391 B y r o n m o v e d to Grand R a p i d s and t h e r e r e s u m e d his 
law p r a c t i c e . A l t h o u g h B y r o n ' s a c t i v e c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 
Seminary was not a long o n e , he w a s , as w e r e his brother 
and sisters a l w a y s m o s t l o y a l to the school and to the city 
and he del i v e r e d the m a i n address at the S e m i - C e n t e n n i a l 
of the Seminary in IO99, 

On Sunday m o r n i n g , M a r c h 29th, the o r i g i n a l S e n i n a r y b u i l d i n g 
was d e s t r o y e d by f i r e . Temporary q u a r t e r s were found -and 
perhaps to the s t u d e n t s ' dismay - s c h o o l w o r k w a s hardly 
i n t e r r u p t e d . A new b u i l d i n g w a s soon erected and it w a s 
said that it was the finest school b u i l d i n g of its kind. 
D e d i c a t i o n Day, August 17, 1353, c o i n c i d e d exactly w i t h the 
day that gas lights a p p e a r e d in Y p s i l a n t i , On January 7, 
1859 the famous H o r a c e Greeley lecttirod at the S e m i n a r y -
his topic b e i n g "Great M e n " . 

In 1359 a n o t h e r school b u i l d i n g in Y p s i l a n t i b u r n e d . The 
or i g i n a l b u i l d i n g of 'The N o r m a l 1 , found in 1349, burned to 
the g r o u n d . . 

When he had m a d e his report to the State B o a r d of E d u c a t i o n 
a d v i s i n g them to accept Y p s i l a n t i as the. site for the N o r m a l 
School John D, P i e r c e , 'Father of Public I n s t r u c t i o n in 
Michigan* and +-he fi*"* B*oto B u y e r i nb endpnt , had said: — 
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•...The V i l l a g e of Y p s i l a n t i is sufficiently-
large to f u r n i s h every f a c i l i t y for boarding 
p u p i l s , and the character of its p o p u l a t i o n , 
and the deep interest m a n i f e s t e d by them u p o n 
the subject of e d u c a t i o n , cannot fail to 
surround the i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h good i n f l u e n c e s . 1 

A second fire, December 3 , 1 8 7 7 , c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d the 
second Seminary b u i l d i n g . Again t h e students were given 
class w o r k in b u i l d i n g s s c a t t e r e d a r o u n d the city. The 
third b u i l d i n g was d e d i c a t e d in 1 8 7 9 . At that time R.W, 
P u t n a m was S u p e r i n t e n d e n t and he stayed u n t i l 1 8 9 1 w h e n he 
left to become a p r o f e s s o r at K a l a m a z o o College. The third 
b u i l d i n g , t o o , was p a r t i a l l y d e s t r o y e d by fire May 3, 1 8 9 4 
but quickly r e p a i r e d in a better s t y l e . 

The following excerpt is t a k e n from an a r t i c l e "An H i s t o r i ­
cal S k e t c h of Y p s i l a n t i High S c h o o l " w r i t t e n by Carolyn 
Case of the class of 1 9 1 6 for that y e a r ' s ' Y p s i - D i x i t 1 . 

The first g r a d u a t i n g class r e c e i v e d their dip­
lomas in the year 1 3 5 2 , and since then there has 
b e e n an a n n u a l s u c c e s s i o n of g r a d u a t i n g classes 
w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of 1 8 7 2 and 1 3 7 3 , during w h i c h 
y e a r s the High School and a c a d e m i c d e p a r t m e n t s of 
the Normal College w e r e c o m b i n e d . ( * ) 

It is i n t e r e s t i n g tc note that the first g r a d u ­
ating class w a s composed of t h r e e young w o m e n . 
This is r a t h e r r e m a r k a b l e in v i e w of that fact 
that in early y e a r s this was about the only full 
college p r e p a r a t o r y school in the s t a t e , and as 
the University at that tine did not adnit w o m e n , 
the alumni of the school w e r e , for the first 
t w e l v e y e a r s , almost e x c l u s i v e l y m e n . 

In the late fifties and early sixties there w e r e 
two sets of g r a d u a t e s , In i 8 6 0 and 1 8 6 1 there 
are g r a d u a t i o n p r o g r a m s b e a r i n g d a t e ' o f the last 
Friday in S e p t e m b e r . These students took a six 
w e e k s ' r e v i e w after v a c a t i o n to p r e p a r e for their 
University entrance e x a m i n a t i o n . Those not going 
to c o l l e g e w e r e g r a d u a t e d less formally the last 
of J u n e , The c l a s s i c a l s e c t i o n of t h e class of 
1 3 6 2 r e m a i n e d in the High School one year after 
g r a d u a t i o n , completing the first year of their 
University w o r k t h e r e . . . I n 1 8 7 0 the University 
o p e n e d its doors to women and since then the 
portion of y o u n g w o m e n in the g r a d u a t i n g classes 
has increased until now they number more than 
half of the o u t g o i n g c l a s s . 
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...Some cf the subjects formerly taught are: 
Elements of Criticism, Moral Science, Mental 
Philosophy, Evidences of Christianity, Astron­
omy, Logic Greek, University Algebra, Intellec­
tual Philosophy and Ancient Geography. ... 

(*) We have been unable to find this information 
anyvhere else. 

No matter how time consuming the class work or how strict 
the school routine young people have always found time for 
school prank3 - and the pupils of the Seminary were no 
different in that respect. One of "the favorite passtimes 
was to climb up into the old clock tower and be there when 
the clock struck even though the escapade was against the 
school rules. The sound was deafening - but it was a 
challenge and something to be done before graduating - at 
least by the boys! All the classroom bells were controlled 
by a clock in the Principal's office and once long ago a 
group of boys set the clock ahead with the happy result that 
all classes were dismissed early, We don't know whether 
or not the culprits were found out. 

In IO96 Austin George became the Superintendent of Schools 
in Ypsilanti. He was born June 15th, 1041 at Litchfield, 
Michigan and at the age of twelve had lost his right arm 
in the machinery of a flouring mill at Jonesville. He 
cane to the Normal and while there in the summer of 1363 
he was instrumental in raising the Normal Company "E" of 
the 17th Michigan Infantry and he went to the front as 
Conpany Clerk, After the battles of South Mountain and 
Antied.-ia he held the positions of Regimental Postmaster and 
Clerk of Brigade at Division Headquarters. He returned to 
•the Normal'and graduated in March 1063, and fron Kalamazoo 
College in 1066, He taught at Kalanazoo College and was 
Superintendent of the schools there. In 1332 he returned 
to tho Normal in charge of the Practice School and while 
there the name 'Practice' was changed to 'Training School' 
and he also started "The Normal News", . 

While he was Superintendent of Schools in Ypsilanti not only 
did he increase the enrollment of the Seninary by fifty 
percent but he was also active in community affairs being 
a city Alderman and was active in the development and the 
building of the city water works and while he was a nenber 
of the Board of Public Works the sewer system of the city 
was devised and the p r i n c i p a l sewers constructed. 

The 1903 'Ypsi-Dixit' says of him: 

Professor George will be remembered in Ypsilanti 
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as a public spirited c i t i z e n , one ready to do 
his full share cf public w o r k w i t h o u t regard to 
c o m p e n s a t i o n , as a w a r n p e r s o n a l friend to a 
great number of p e o p l e in the town; but he w i l l 
be r e m e m b e r e d especially by t h o s e who during the 
years of his S u p e r i n t e n d e n c y went out from the 
schools b e a r i n g the impress of his high and 
m a n l y c h a r a c t e r . 

A u s t i n George died in 1903. 

Early in 1900 t h e 'Union Seminary' had its name changed to 
•High S c h o o l ' . But a m u c h loved name is hard to change or 
be forgotten and m a n y who went there and taught t h e r e still 
r e f e r r e d to the H i g h School as 'The S e m i n a r y ' . At any 
r a t e , the old b u i l d i n g was m u c h too crowded and l a c k e d up 
to date f a c i l i t i e s . As early as 1911 p l a n s w e r e h p e f u l l y 
m a d e by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t William B, A r b a u g h and the m e m b e r s 
of the School B o a r d for a new b u i l d i n g . After two school 
bond issues w e r e turned down by the p e o p l e of Y p s i l a n t i , 
(City and T o w n s h i p ) , the needed amount was a p p r o v e d and in 
January of 1916 t h e new school w a s opened for i n s p e c t i o n by 
the p u b l i c . A newspaper a r t i c l e of that m o n t h , describing 
the opening and p r a i s i n g the new school quoted this short 
poem sent in by an u n n a m e d citizen of Y p s i l a n t i : -

When I p a i d my winter taxes 
I was hot a r o u n d the neck; 
When I saw the nice new b u i l d i n g 
It cooled m e off a speck 

'Taxpayer' 

The Superintendent of Schools of Y p s i l a n t i in 1916 was 
W i l l i a m B, A r b a u g h w h o came to Y p s i l a n t i from Ohio in IG96 
as P r i n c i p a l and in 1903 became S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . The 'Ypsi-
Bixit' of 1916 says of him:-

His interest in his work in this city has been a 
d e e p - s e a t e d one and one that has a c c o m p l i s h e d a 
great deal for our b e n e f i t . 

M r . A r b a u g h left Y p s i l a n t i in November 1919 to become Gen­
eral Secretary of the Clearing H o u s e of Schools of W a y n e 
County. 

The P r i n c i p a l of the H i g h School in 19l6 w a s Stanley M o r r i s 
a g r a d u a t e of O b e r l i n College w h o came to the city in 1914. 
He left in 1913 for war community s e r v i c e under the A r m y 
and Navy Department Commission Training Camp Activities. 
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The faculty of the Central High School in 1 9 1 6 w e r e : 

E d i t h Steere - A l g e b r a 
Jessie C. Laird - Ge r m a n 
DeForest R o s s - P h y s i c s a n d Chemistry 
Carrie E . M c K n i g h t - E n g l i s h 
B r a n s o n A, W a l p o l e - S c i e n c e and A g r i c u l t u r e (*) 
Daniel O h l i n g e r - M a n u a l Training 
E t h e l M i n n a r d - E n g l i s h 
Ellen H o f f m a n - L i b r a r i a n 
J e s s i e C. S w a i n e - D o n e s t i c S c i e n c e 
George W. F r a s i e r - S c i e n c e 
Elsie C o o p e r - Latin 
Carrie A . H a r d y - S c i e n c e 

(*) Y p s i l a n t i High School was one of the first high 
schools in the state to t e a c h A g r i c u l t u r e 

As in other t o w n s and cities all over this c o u n t r y t h e early 
p a r o c h i a l schools of our area have b e e n an e x t r e m e l y i m p o r ­
tant part in our d e v e l o p m e n t . Any a r t i c l e on the schools 
of Y p s i l a n t i w o u l d be la c k i n g if it did not inclu d e s o m e ­
thing of the first y e a r s of the St. John E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l . 

In 1 0 6 2 Father Edward V a n P a e n a l cane as Priest for t h e 
St John B a p t i s t Church and stayed u n t i l 1 G 7 L Father Van 
Paenel cane from Detroit to Y p s i l a n t i but had b e e n b o r n in 
B e l g u i n and came to Ane r i c a w h i l e still a s e n i n a r i a n . In 
1 0 6 2 the P a r i s h p u r c h a s e d two lots on West Cross Street 
a d j o i n i n g the C h u r c h p r o p e r t y a n d there built a p a r i s h h o u s e . 
A little frame school house w a s a d d e d to the Church p r o p e r t y 
in I O 6 7. These w e r e two a d j o i n i n g lots p u r c h a s e d from 
P a t r i c k K e l l y on Florence Street. We do not know just what 
this school l o o k e d l i k e . Some say it was simply the Kelly 
home r e m o d e l e d . The e d u c a t i o n w a s elementary since the 
children left school about the age of t w e l v e . It has been 
said that all early d i s c i p l i n e p r o b l e m s w e r e a t t e n d e d to 
immediately by Father Van P a e m e l ' s strong r i g h t h a n d . The 
earliest t e a c h e r s in this school w e r e 'lay' t e a c h e r s : 

. M i s s E l i z a b e t h Foy 
M i s s M a g g i e M u r p h y 
M i s s B r i d g e t M o n a g h a n 
M r . M i c h a e l M o r e n 
M r D e v l i n 

The Priest w ho succeeded Father Van P a e n e l w a s Father P a t r i c k 
Murphy,- H e , t o o , was i n t e r e s t e d in t e a c h i n g a n d spent m u c h 
of his time in the little school. He loved p l a y i n g w i t h the 
children at recess tine t>ut h e , too, was quick w i t h disci­
p l i n e , 
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Father W i l l i a n DeBever took charge cf Saint John's P a r i s h 
in 1076 and one of the p r o b l e m s facing his p a s t o r a t e w a s 
that he found the first school i n a d e q u a t e as a b u i l d i n g and 
as a center cf l e a r n i n g . W i t h his ty p i c a l d i r e c t n e s s he 
a t t a c k e d the pr o b l e m s of b u i l d i n g a new s c h o o l . The frame 
s c h o o l h o u s e w a s torn down and a two story b r i c k s t r u c t u r e 
was built in its p l a c e . S i s t e r s of P r o v i d e n c e fron Terre 
H a u t e , I n d i a n a , w e r e secured as i n s t r u c t o r s . A square 
frane house on the lot a d j o i n i n g the school p r o p e r t y w a s 
p u r c h a s e d on Novenber 4, 1030 to be the hone of the S i s t e r s . 

The second school o p e n e d in 1334 and a p u p i l of that t i n e , 
M r s . Sarah A u s t i n , has w r i t t e n what she r e m e m b e r e d of the 
opening e x e r c i s e s : -

The c h i l d r e n w e r e g r o u p e d in a f o r n a t i o n to n a k e 
the figures of '5' and ' 4 ' , as it was Father 
D e B e v e r ' s f i f t y - f o u r t h b i r t h d a y . They p r e s e n t e d 
Father w i t h a fur c a p , w h i c h I w e l l renember cost 
$17. As v i s i t i n g P a s t o r of the M i l a n and Whitaker 
P a r i s h e s , Father DeBever had to take long cold drives 
in the w i n t e r so the fur cap w a s considered a v e r y 
p r a c t i c a l g i f t . 

There w e r e six Sisters and i n s t r u c t i o n w a s g i v e n in elem­
entary and in high school s u b j e c t s , a l g e b r a , c h e m i s t r y and 
geomentry w e r e taught ± 0 the upper c l a s s e s . Music held an 
important p l a c e in the c u r r i c u l u m for Father DeBever was a 
student of mu s i c and alw a y s i n t e r e s t e d in m u s i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
Botany w a s taught by Sister Saint Cosmos and her field trips 
were v e r y p o p u l a r . N e e d l e w o r k , w i t h emphasis u p o n needle 
w o r k t a p e s t r y w a s stressed. One little g i r l , w o r k i n g in 
nee d l e p o i n t on "Christ B l e s s i n g the C h i l d r e n " caused con­
siderable m e r r i m e n t in her class w h e n it was b e i n g w o r k e d 
on for she w a s frequently heard to say, "I'm g o i n g to do 
our Lord's head in c h e n i l l e " . 

This school p r o v i d e d a c c o m o d a t i o n s for boa r d i n g p u p i l s . In 
the S i s t e r s ' home w a s a do r m i t o r y w i t h fourteen b e d s . Girls 
from C l i n t o n , M a n c h e s t e r , Wayne and other t o w n s h i p s surr­
ounding Y p s i l a n t i a v a i l e d t h e m s e l v e s of these b o a r d i n g 
p r i v i l e d g e s . The girls r o s e at five o'clock and r e t i r e d at 
3:30, They played croquet on the ground b e t w e e n the church 
and the school and sometimes Father DeBever took then riding 
in his c a r r i a g e . 

Father DeBever left Y p s i l a n t i in 1392, r e t u r n i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y 
to s u b s t i t u t e . He was el e v a t e d to the rank of M o n s i g n o r in 
1906 and died in Dexter April 19, 1919 at the age of 39 y e a r s . 

About 1396 the school was riiscontinued. Lack of funds was 
the p r i n c i p a l r e a s o n for its clo s i n g , and for a short tine 
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after the S i s t e r s left, lay t e a c h e r s v e r e hired to t e a c h 
the lower g r a d e s . After the school closed no further use 
was m a d e of the b u i l d i n g for a number of y e a r s . D u r i n g the 
p a s t o r a t e of Father Kennedy about 1910 the Catholic Stud­
ents' Club, w i t h the help of i n t e r e s t e d townspeople., r e ­
claimed the old school building and soon the P a r i s h found 
itself w i t h a p l e a s a n t p l a c e for t h e m e e t i n g of P a r i s h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . This old school was also used for a w h i l e as 
the weekly m e e t i n g place of the Y p s i l a n t i R o t a r y Club -
from 1917 u n t i l 1 9 2 0 , When they m o v e d their m e e t i n g p l a c e 
to the H i g h S c h o o l they donated to the St John's Club H o u s e , 
silver and linens w h i c h were greatly a p p r e c i a t e d . 

In 1922 Father D e n n i s Needham came to Y p s i l a n t i . Plans were 
formulated for a new church and the b a s e m e n t was dug and 
plans were m a d e to open a grade school in the fall of 1925. 
D o m i n i c a n Sisters from A d r i a n , M i c h i g a n , were selected a s 
teachers and the house at 309 N. H a m i l t o n was p u r c h a s e d to 
be a home for the S i s t e r s . H o w e v e r , Father Needham died 
prematurely in 1925 and the Priest who succeeded him also 
died in 1931 b e f o r e the c o m p l e t i o n of his plans for the 
church and s c h o o l b u i l d i n g . It w a s not u n t i l the P a s t o r a t e 
of Father W a r r e n P e c k in the 1930s- that the St. J o h n the 
Baptist E l e m e n t a r y School was c o m p l e t e d . 

Other churches of Ypsilanti also had early schools connected 
w i t h them. Many in our City w i l l remember the P a r i s h School 
of the E m m a n u e l L u t h e r a n Church, The following i n f o r m a t i o n 
on this school was graciously given to us by M i s s E d i t h 
L i d k e , 279 H a r r i s R o a d . Miss L i d k e , h e r s e l f , did not a t t e n d 
the school but had r e l a t i v e s and friends who did. M i s s 
Lidke g r a d u a t e d f r o n Y p s i l a n t i Central High School in 1 9 1 1 
and also taught ..Latin at the high s c h o o l . 

Emmanuel L u t h e r a n Church e s t a b l i s h e d a P a r i s h Day 
S c h o o l in the lG30s w h i c h all c h i l d r e n of the p a r i s h 
were r e q u i r e d to attend. Public School a t t e n d a n c e 
laws did not exist t h e n . In 1334 there were fifty-
two families listed on the m e m b e r s h i p r o l l . It seems 
about this time eight families did not send their 
children to the P a r i s h School but to the A c a d e n y , The 
church s c h o o l bOard m e m b e r s , the pastor and lay m e m ­
bers b e c a m e quite disturbed over the s i t u a t i o n . 

The school first of all aimed to t e a c h Christian 
faith, but the c h i l d r e n could not read a n d u n d e r s t a n d 
the B i b l e in the literary German b e c a u s e at home the 
families spoke 'low German* or 1 P l a t t d e u t s c h * , So 
a great d e a l of time was spent in t e a c h i n g 'high' or 
'Literary G e r m a n 1 , R e c o r d s show that the Rev Klonka 
who left the c h u r c h in 1390 had his brother come to 
help him w i t h the c l a s s e s . 



16 

Traditional hearsay gives the impression that 
attendance at the Parish School was required for 
the five school days of the week and for two or 
three years. This we learned in part from the late 
Mrs. Frank Lidke, Sr. Her sister, the late Mrs. 
Henry Helzerraann, nee Minnie Wolter, and her brother, 
the late Otto Walter, and Mrs, Lidke all attended 
the school in the 1330s. Mrs. Lidke used to tell 
how Mrs, Herbert Hopkins, nee Mary Wallace, used to go 
the school and teach the girls crocheting and knitt­
ing when she was a young wonan and lived with her 
parents at the home at the corner of E, Michigan and 
S. Prospect, On special holidays she sometimes in­
vited the school children to her home and treated 
them to goodies. She even sensed when some children 
needed clothing and secured some for them. All of 
this was done by Mrs, Hopkins as a community project. 

When the Parish Day School was established the classes 
met, in the home of a member, the Esslinger family, 
who lived at Ilk N. River Street where the octagon 
house now stands. In 1336 the congregation built a 
schoolhouse on the east side of the Church which stood 
at that time on the northeast corner of E, Michigan and 
~N. Grove. The Parish School was discontinued in the 
early 1390s. Instruction of the children continued on 
Saturday classes and sometimes after the public school 
hours. 

The copy of the old Church constitution translated from 
the German orginal says:- 'Article 17: The members of 
the congregation who are minors must attend Christian 
instruction'. 'Article LV.S'ec. D'.says:- 'The School 
Board members shall be an example to the congregation 
and especially to the youth in word and deed,..They 
must care' for the school in the best possible manner 
and carry out all orders of the congregation in this. 
They shall see to it that the teacher not only teaches 
according to the teaching plan tut also practices it; 
that he begins school on time and holds it regularly. 
For this purpose the School Board members shall not 
only visit classes from time to time but also attend 
school public examinations;, they especially note that 
the religious instructions be taught in the strict 
belief of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
Bible stories. Above all they shall support the tea­
cher and promote the best for the school as well as 
see to it that the teacher receive regularly the salary 
promised by the congregation. They shall investigate 
all complaints made about the teacher and where pos­
sible minimize same as well as admonish in love the 
parents who send their children to a nonreligious 
school instead of to the Christian Parish School'. 
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Most of the tiae the Pastor vas also the teacher 
of the school.. ... 

In 1959 for the Centennial of the Eaaanuel Lutheran Church 
Miss Lidke translated all of the material from the Church's 
old constitution for research material for their pageant. 

Originally the black children of Ypsilanti attended the old 
Seminary. However, in 1 3 6 0 a separate school vas provided 
for then, in an old shop, at the northeast corner of Adams 
and Congress Streets and the first teacher vas a John Hall. 
This building vas later moved up on Congress Street, vest, 
and-made into a double house, ovned by W.W.Worden. 'In 1064 
the first vard, or Adams Street School building vas erected, 
a one room affair vith one teacher,,' on east side of Adams 
south of Buffalo. ' 

It is an, historical fact that many of the black men vho en­
listed to fight in the Civil War came out of the infant 
class of this school. Miss Loretta D, Pitkin, mother of Mrs, 
Shelley Hutchinson, vas the first teacher in this school. In 
the 1 0 7 0 s a Reverend Isaac Burdine, vho died in April of 
I O 9 6 , vas the teacher and he vas alvays very proud of the 
fact that many of his pupils vent on to graduate from the 
Seminary,. 

The Ypsilanti Board of Education hired Benjamin Harrison 
Locke as its first African-American school principal on Sept. 
1 , 1 9 1 4 . A brief article in BLACK EXPERIENCES IN MICHIGAN 
HISTORY by Reginald Larrie a publication of Michigan Dept. 
of State in 1 9 7 5 , says:-

Locke vas born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 
1 4 , 1 8 3 3 , and he had received his bachelor's degree 
from Hovard University in 1 9 1 2 , After graduation 
he did additional post-graduate vork at Columbia Univ. 
in Nev York. Before he finished his studies at Colum­
bia, Locke moved to Michigan to take a job, 

Benjamin H. Locke, like other blacks vho are hired 
to do a job, entered the Ypsilanti school system vith 
more than the necessary qualifications to handle the 
task before him, Locke vas assigned to the Adams School 
vhich had no plumbing and the building vas heated by a 
defective stove called 'Smokie'. Across the street 
from the Adams School, there vas a tvo-room portable 
structure and adult night classes vere held there. 

By 1 9 1 9 Benjamin Locke had left Ypsilanti and the faculty at 
Adams School vere: Joseph S, Price, Ruth Dydes and B e r n i c e 
Kersey. 



13 

In the 1920s the Harriet Street School was built at the 
s/w corner of H a w k i n s and H a r r i e t . The A d a n s street 
school at U07 S. A d a m s was closed and the New J e r u s a l e m 
Baptist Church is now located at the A d a m s Street a d d r e s s . 

Lewis M . Lash was an early P r i n c i p a l at the Harriet Street 
S c h o o l and early teachers w e r e : - M i l d r e d F o r s b e r g , E d i t h 
M . Bates and Xema S k e e l s , In 1955 the n a m e of this school 
was changed to 'Perry' S c h o o l in honor of Dr. L a w r e n c e C, 
P e r r y (1393 M o n t g o m e r y , A l a b a m a - died 1955 - Y p s i l a n t i ) , 
a local d e n t i s t , community leader and a member of the School 
Board for m a n y y e a r s . 

There were m a n y one room schools in the a r e a . One that 
has been r e b u i l t and serves as a h o m e , was the Thorne School 
on Textile R o a d . 

It is w h e r e our d i s t i n g u i s h e d m e m b e r , Jay Seaver b e g a n his 
education as had his father b e f o r e him. 

The r e c i t a t i o n given by Jay J. Seaver w h e n age five y e a r s 
and on the last day of s c h o o l , June 1390, goes:-;. 

Here I stand 
R a g g e d and d i r t y , 
When the girls 
Come to kiss m e , 
I run like a t u r k e y 

That 'little five year old' is living in Green V a l l e y , 
A r i z o n a and c e l e b r a t e d his 94th b i r t h d a y , January of 1979. 

++++++++++ 



THE MUSEUM 

Deci Howard, (Mrs . A r t h u r ) , another l o y a l member o f the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee has not on ly the p r o v e r b i a l green 
thumb, but she must have ten green f i n g e r s . The p lan ts i n 
the Museum's Solar ium a t t e s t to tha t f o r she cares f o r them. 

Deci i s o f Welch descent and i s a n a t i v e o f Dearborn where 
she at tended school and l a t e r t a u g h t . She, and A r t , t o o , 
are av id r o s a r i a n s and are a c t i v e in the Washtenaw Rose 
S o c i e t y . D e c i ' s s p e c i a l i t y is minature roses f o r which she 
o f t en wins awards a t the annual Rose show. She is a l s o an 
a u t h o r i t y on he rbs , cooking w i th he rbs . She not on l y has 
her own herb garden but has s t a r t e d a small one at the 
Museum. 

Both A r t and Deci are members of the F r iends o f the Mathaw 
Bo tan ica l Gardens and spend much time working i n the Gardens . 
Those o f us who have had the p r i v e l e g e of sampling her 
c u l i h e r y a r t know tha t Deci i s a good cook , t o o . 

The Howards have r a i s e d two c h i l d r e n , a son and a daughter 
and whenever they c a n , en joy two g r a n d c h i l d r e n who l i v e i n 
S t . L o u i s , M i s s o u r i . 

Not on l y do the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee and the Museum owe 
much to the two ta len ted Howards, A r t & D e c i , but the Com­
munity does, a 1 s o . 

Dor is M i l l i m a n , D i r e c t o r 

About the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee 

F lo ra B l o c k , ( M r s , Edmund), i s a more recen t a d d i t i o n to 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee and has proven to be i n d i s p e n -
s i b l e as our l a i s o n w i th the s c h o o l s . Being r e c e n t l y r e ­
t i r e d from the teaching p r o f e s s i o n in the l o c a l s c h o o l s , she 
i s we l l acquain ted w i th the cu r r i cu lum and i t s needs. F l o r a 
a lso a s s i s t s E the l O'Connor i n p repar ing the s i x month 
schedule f o r the v o l u n t e e r s . 

The Blocks have one son , who i s now a school p r i n c i p a l , and 
two g r a n d c h i l d r e n , one of whom has r e c e n t l y m a r r i e d . 

F l o r a i s a c t i v e in the Method is t Chu rch , the Vashtenaw 
Re t i r ed Teache rs ' A s s o c i a t i o n and is now se rv ing as P r e s i d e n t 
o f the tyomans' Study C l u b . 

She i s a l o y a l and dependable worker and her a s s i s t a n c e on 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee i s a p p r e c i a t e d . 



NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM 
Dor i s M i l l i m a n , D i r e c t o r 

Black H i s t o r y Month was recogn ized a t the Museum through 
a l a rge d i s p l a y of p i c t u r e s and a r t i f a c t s loaned by l o c a l 
f a m i l i e s . Th i s d i s p l a y was planned and executed by R r s . 
Wm. Edmunds w i th the a s s i s t a n c e of Mrs. Wm. McCarthy and 
Mrs . Donald Disbrow. The d i s p l a y was e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g 
to the members of the Mich igan Black S i t e s Committee when 
i t met i n Y p s i l a n t i February t w e n t y - f i r s t . 

The demonst ra t ion of Easter Egg deco ra t i ons on Sunday, 
March 25th by f i r s . George B i rd and Mrs. Es ther Ensign i n ­
t e r e s t e d many peop le . Each decora to r used a d i f f e r e n t 
method of decora t ing and had b e a u t i f u l eggs as a r e s u l t . 
We are g r a t e f u l to Jane and Esther f o r t h e i r coopera t i on 
in t h i s annual p r o j e c t a t the Museum. 

Mrs . Esther Ensign a l o y a l gu ide a t the Huseum s ince i t 
was es tab l i shed a t 22 0 N. Huron has dec ided to r e t i r e . She 
w i l l be missed f o r she has been most r e l i a b l e and h e l p f u l . 

Dor i s M i l l i m a n , cur t a l en ted Museum D i r e c t o r , has been 
c l o s e l y assoc ia ted w i th the Museum A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee 
s ince i t s f o rma t i on , f i r s t as the v o l u n t e e r Museum D i r e c t o r 
then in 1977 a f t e r our l oss of LaRea Swarts moving to 
V i r g i n i a , Dor is became D i r e c t o r . Dor is a l so serves as a 
gu ide one day a month - and many o ther d a y s , f o r she is 
a lways w i l l i n g to step in ex t ra days as a gu ide when needed. 

Dor is i s a p l e a s a n t , t hough t fu l and kind person and has 
the unusual a b i l i t y of calming the r u f f l e d f e e l i n g s c f those 
she works w i t h . Her p r o j e c t s and plans f o r the betterment 
of the Museum are e n d l e s s . 

Not o n l y does she g i v e w i l l i n g l y so much of her time to 
the Museum but she i s a l so a c t i v e in t h e . T h r i f t Shop; the 
the D . A . R . ; the Womans' Study Club and has researched a 
paper on the s ta ined g lass windows at her P r e s b y t e r i a n church 
here i n Y p s i l a n t i . J u s t a t present she i s work ing , along 
w i th o thers i nc l ud ing our members LaVern and Kathryn Howard, 
i n r e v i s i n g the h i s t o r y of the P r e s b y t e r i a n church v» : i ch 
w i l l be issued as a book le t t h i s f a l l to c e l e b r a t e the 
150th a n n i v e r s a r y of the Church . Dor is a l s o served two terms 
as a member of Y p s i l a n t i C i t y Counc i l and Mayor p rc - tem. 

Dor is comes o r i g i n a l l y from ftilan, O h i o . Obtained her 
L i b r a r y Science degree from Eastern Michigan and ended her 



her career i n the pub l i c educat ion f i e l d as L i b r a r i a n a t 
the L indberg school i n Dearborn . 

On Marth 11th a t the Patsy Chand le r ' s B i r t hday Club tea 
Dor is was honored by being presented a C e r t i f i c a t e of M e r i t 
by tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n - " I n r e c o g n i t i o n f o r f a i t h f u l and 
ou ts tand ing s e r v i c e s rendered to our Community". - an honor 
wel l dese rved . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: -

PUT THE 
DATE - A p r i l 22 

on your ca lendar 1 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

THANK YOU - The L a d i e s ' L i t e r a r y Club r e c e n t l y purchased 
new c h a i r s f o r use a t t h e i r meet ings . B i l l and N a t a l i e 
Edmunds purchased the o lde r c h a i r s from t h i s group and have 
g i ven them to the S o c i e t y and B i l l d e l i v e r e d and s to red 
the c h a i r s f o r u s . l.'e a re v e r y g r a t e f u l . We needed them. 

+++++++++•+ 

WARD SMARTS - 1907-1979 

With the passing of Ward Swarts the C i t y o f Y p s i l a n t i 
as we l l as the H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , has l o s t a t a l e n t t ha t 
cannot be r e p l a c e d . 
liard always gave an easy g rac ious guidance to much o f the 
renova t i ng o f the b u i l d i n g tha t houses the Museum. Drew 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l e d plans f o r many of the changes in 
the b u i l d i n g a t 220 Nor th Huron S t r e e t . Ward was a l s o an 
a c t i v e member o f the Board of the S o c i e t y f o r seve ra l y e a r s . 

The e n t i r e community bene f i ted t remendously by having Ward 
w i t h us f o r so many years dur ing the 1970 's . 

D ,Di sbrow 

Mr. Richard Ha in i s unable to be 
the speaker a t the APRIL TWENTY 
SECOND General Meet ing. We are v e r y 
f o r t u n a t e i n t ha t MR. IVOR SCHMIDT 
of Schmidt A . S . and Sons has agreed 
to be t*»e speaker f o r tha t meet ing . 

+++++++++++++++ 



L E T ' S INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP 

EVERY MEMBER GET A KEU MEMBER 

REASONS FOR JOINING THE YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1. YOU help p reserve , the p*ch c u l t u r a l he r i t age 

o f the Y p s i l a n t i area and i d e n t i f y w i th one 

o f the show p laces of Y p s i l a n t i . - -

THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

2. YOU become pa r t of an i n t e r e s t i n g group 

ded ica ted to s tudy ing the past and looking 

toward the f u t u r e . The f e l l o w s h i p of our 

meetings and programs is so wor thwh i le and 

reward i ng. 

3. YOU r e c e i v e GLEANINGS, f u l l o f past scenes 

and o ld t imes , four times a y e a r . 

YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY AMD ARCHIVES 
220 N. Huron, Y p s i l a n t i , Michigan 48197 
Telephone - 432-4990 

Phone 
( p l e a s e p r i n t ) 

A c t i v e $5.00 Sus ta in ing $10.00 Business $35.00 



A CORDIAL WELCOME TO OUR HEL MEMLERS - - -

C A P I L I , A p o l i n a r i o M. , M.D. 
840 Mau se 

CHANDLER, P a t s y , Mrs . 
348 Woodward 

CHAPMAN, r. imi, Ms. 
1411 Col legewood 

GILBERT, Drew, Mr. & Mrs . 
1003 Wel ls Road 
Maybee, Mich . 48150 

GOODING, J e r r y , Mr. & Mrs . 
714 Collegewood 

MORAH, Roger 
705 Davis 

PATT, H a r o l d , Mrs . 
5301 Crane 

REYNOLDS, Ru th , f i r s . 
1327 Elmwood Cour t 

SAX, S tan ley P. 
1079 F o r e s t Lane 
Birmingham, M ich . 4801G 

SLUSSER, Richard A . , Mr . & Mrs . 
715 Cambridge 

HOUSEWRIGHT, S t e v e , Mr. & MrsSUSNICK, S t u a r t 
323 Oak 715 N. Hamil ton 

KELLAS, Dorothy 
21 28 Margery 

w++•+++++++++++ 
RECENT ACQUISITIONS - - -

Miss Dorothy James 

Miss Ada Holmes 

Mrs . Alex Fox 

Alan Stewar t 

Miss Frances Warren 

Car ton con ta i n i ng mate r ia l from 
" Y p s i l a n t i Community C o n c e r t s " , 

,1948-1970 minu tes , programs, e t c . 

Mother of Pear l h a t p i n s , 30 p ieces 
o f embroidered i tems, ' f r i e n d s h i p ' 
1906 p i l l o w c a s e 

Q u i l t e d bonnet be lon ing to Mrs . 
F o x ' s g rea t g rea t g rea t g rand ­
mother, Rebecca B. Ford who was 
a l so the g r e a t g rea t grandmother 
o f Henry F o r d . F o s t o r i a ' V i c t o r ­
i a n ' p a t t e r n b u t t e r d i s h & sugar 
bow l . Antique. V a l e n t i n e s & Eas te r 
c a r d s . 

" A l l About Wi l low Run" P lan t Data 
book 1942-1945. 

Framed c o l l e c t i o n o f pressed w i l d 
f l owe rs ( i d e n t i f i e d ) - c u r t a ins over 
100 y r s . o ld and many b e a u t i f u l 
• p e r i o d ' c l o t h e s from the Warren 
fami l y , 



•A F r i e n d ' 

Fos te r F l e t c h e r 

Gary Decker 

Jack H a r r i s 

Mr. & Mrs . Frank Burgess 

Dale Hooker 

Mrs . Barbara Weiss 

Miss E i l e e n Ha r r i son 

Henry Niemann's En l i s tment fo rm, 
J u l y 4 , 1862 from Mackinaw. H. 
Niemann was the Last Commander o f 
Carpenter GAR Post #180 of Y p s i l a n t i . 

Large pho to , o f the model ( s i l v e r ) 
o f 1903 Ford "A " issued f o r 75th 
a n n i v e r s a r y of Ford Motor Co . 

Old Tobacco pkg. "Honest Sc rap" 
found in house at 303 N, Huron 

« - * 

Many co lo red photographs o f o ld 
and a r c . h i t e c t u a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g 
b l d g s . o f Y p s i l a n t i . 

1900s whi te baby d r e s s , w in te r 
underwear and per iod ^pet t i coa ts . 

1908 E n g l i s h newspaper found i n 
o ld C i t y H a l l , former home of D. 
L . Q u i r k , born i n Great B r i t a i n . 

O r i g i n a l un i form from the Y p s i l a n t i 
High School g i r l s drum & bugle 
corps - no longer i n e x i s t e n c e . 

Many cop ies of o ld 'Washtenaw 
I m p r e s s i o n s ' , p u b l i c a t i o n of the 
Washtenaw County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 
& Greek Theat re m a t e r i a l . 

++++++++++++++++++ 

A CHANGE IK THE BY-LAWS 

The Board voted to recommend to the membership tha t the 
Annual dues be changed, as f o l l o w s : 

$5.00 fami ly 
$3.00 s i n g l e membership 
$1,00 s tudent 

These changes would go i n to e f f e c t f o r new memberships J u l y 
1st 1979 and f o r renewed membership January 1980. 

++++++++++ 

CORRECTING AN OMISSION — 

Fred Peters i s the T reasu re r of the Y p s i l a n t i H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y . His name was l e f t out by mistake in the l a s t i s sue 
of the GLEANINGS which l i s t e d Soc ie t y o f f i c e r s . 
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