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WASHTENAW COUNTY 
An I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y 

By Ruth Bord in 

This book uas presented to the Archives Collection and we urge you 
to cone and look at it. 
Tha Book has an easily read narrative and ia profuaely illustarted 
with over 200 illustrations that ware carefully selected by the 
author. Many are fron tha Ypsilanti area. Tha narrative tells 
tha atory of tha people and tha avanta that have changed Washtenaw 
County fron an agricultural Community into a renowned Educational 
and Technical Center and some of the people who mada tha diffaranca 
are mentioned. 

Tha authori Ruth Bordin has long been associated uith Michigan 
History and has served aa Assistant Curator of Michigan Historical 
Collections at tha University of Michigan and as a Lecturer at 
Eastern Michigan University. 
From the Book Jacket: 

Much aore than a collection of vignettes or reminiscenses, Washtenaw 
County ia a rich chronicle of a 160 years of growth and change- A 
coapact yat comprehensive hlatory of an American Community. 

A N I L L U S T R A T E D * - ' 

HISTORY HY RUTH IJOKLMN 



THE GUIDES LUNCHEON 

The Museum's Administration Committea assisted by the Board Members 
of the Ypailanti Historical Society entertained the Museum Guides 
with a Luncheon and a program at the Ladies' Literary Clubhouse, 
June 15, 1988. 
Mrs. Herbert Corniah aakad tha Blessing before the guests partook 
of tha food on tha wall filled buffet table. The theme for the 
table decorations waa Ypsilanti. Various places of Pottery from 
tha Salaa Caae wara uaed to hold flowera and vines. Mra. David 
Gauntlett waa in charge of tha program at which time tha Society 
Presidsnt, Mr. LaVarna Howard usloomed tha guests and introduced 
tha msmbsrs of tha Board and Miaa Doria Milliaan gave a welcome 
for tha Administrstidn Comalttea and introduced the members. 

Mra. Corniah then introduced Mrs. Marie Cinerelli uho entertained 
tha group by singing selections from papular operettas. She uas 
ably accompanied by Mrs. Jean Schneider. 

Besides those members of the Administration Committee mentioned 
above, the following are also members who planned the Luncheon and 
decorated tha tables: Mrs. Newton Davis, Mrs. Don Wardell, Mrs. 
LaVarna Howard, Mra. Uilliam McCarthy, Mra. Robert Kerr, Mrs. Arthur 
Howard and Miss Eileen Harrison. 

Doris Milliman 
Chairman Adniniatration Committee 



H Acquisitions o 

Mr. & Mrs . Don Smith 

Annymous 

Marcia McDonald 

Mra. Bernard Hughes 

Miss Frances L i s t e r 

Mies Dor i s Mi l l iman 

Phoebe M i l l e r Es ta te 

Duance C r i t t e n d e n 

Leah Sprague 

Mrs & Mra. yon Smith 

Miss Mery L iskou 

Ernee t G r i f f i n 

Dean Cannon 

Mre. L u c i l l e Nied 

1 ittooden Bu t te r Bowl,, 1 meat o r 
Vegetab le chopper . 
1 B i b l e belonged to dim. & Mery Smi 
Books: 1 Primer f o r c h i l d r e n 
2 c h i l d r e n ' s books. 
1 Don W. Smith Fami ly r e c o r d c191 
1 Footed Compote d i s h . 

1 S h e l l Shaped MEtal Soap Dish 
C e l l u l o i d Dresser T ray 
Small box o f . b u t t o n s 
Book "Good Cheer" 1890 
Dress -Decors ted 
Apron-Decorated 
1 L inen Dreeser ScBrf 
1 Uood Powder Box 

B o t t l e Bleek Stove P o l i s h 

A t l as 

2 o l d fash ioned Ceremic Cats 

F i r s t Metthodist Church P l s t s 
S i l v e r Cup; I v o r y F s n ; Mother 
Goose S t o r i e s u i t h S i l h o u e t t e s 

3 Frsmed C o l l e c t i o n s o f Coquins 
S h e l l s 

Frsmed S i l k Screened P i c t u r e 

1 B i b l e (Co t tage) 

Old fesh ioned E l e c t r i c Heeter c191' 

B a t t l e from Rogers , Ueinmen & 
Matthews 

3 Record Books 1886-87 & 187*+ 

k Y p s i - D i x i t s 

3. 



0 Acquisitions I 
J] 

Norma 3ean Anderson 

Martha Hutson 

Mra. S h i r l e y S lo tka 

Mrs. A l i c e Jackson 

Old Fashioned Hole Punch 
blood Plane 
Old Fashioned I c e Skates 

4 cens asso r ted powder 

1 t i n rouge 

Twig o f Beyber ry 

2 b lue dresses c1912(for t w i n s ) 
2 Paraso ls c192Q 
1 Blk Paraso l c 1B90 
1 P e t t i c o e t w i t h Pink Lace 
1 S l i p w i t h c roche t 
3 Pieces Handiwork 

4. 



HISTORICAL MARKER 

The Marker on the lawn of 220 North Huron Street is one of those 
chosen by the Michigan Historical Commission arid wae erected at 
its present site by the Ypsilanti Rotary Club. 

The Marker, which commemorates Michigan's Interurbene, wee orig
inally dedicated May 9, 195B as a feature of Ypsilanti's obser
vance of Heritege Day during Michigan week. It telle the history 
of Michigen'e Interurbens end includes a large full colored map 
of Main Interurban linee in the State. 

The ceremony uaa held et Gilbert Perk(on the west Side of Park 
Street at Michigan'Avenue) on the route of Michigan's First 
Interurban, The Ann Arbor end Ypeilenti. The "Ypsi-Ann" as it 
uaa called, uee orgenized in 1890. Tracks uere leid from down
town Ypsilanti to the City Limits of Ann Arbor. In December, 
1890 the Line began operating using a Porter Steam Engine until 
1896 uhen electric pouer wae adopted. 

The Line uee very popular for cars ran every 90 minutes and the 
fare uas only 10 centa one way. Before long the line extended 
Eaat to Detroit and West to Jackson, and later there waa a net
work of Inter City Railways throughout Southern Michigan. 

Tha Automobile and Bus ended the life of the Interurben and in 
the Fall of 1929, the cars on tha "Ypsi-Ann1* stopped running. 
Othere were forced out of'business about the seme time. 
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From the D ia ry o f Wi l l iam Lambis. Mr.Lambie was the Grandfa ther o f 
Foo te r L. F l e t c h e r . 
1BB9 

January 
1. A grand w i n t e r morning- Mr. & Mrs . F l e t c h e r end W i l l i e , F rank , 

B e l l e , M r 8 . L and I uent to the Depot to b i d Anne goodbye as 
ehe l e f t f o r E l k h e r t . 
F renk , Leah, Rober t , H a t t i e , the tuo Marys and I uent to Azros 

R f o r d i n n e r - a F I N B p e r t y o f f r i e n d s to r e j o i c e i n the good th ings 
o f t h i s present l i f e . 

2. B e l l e csms horns f a i n t snd weary, u i t h c r u e l t y snd oppress ion to 
s good horns to r e c e i v e k indness f o r c r u e l t y . 

h. Mre. L, B e l l e end I uent up snd t o l d ths Scotney Family Be l l e 
uou ld not be e s l ave to them anymore the way they used her seemed 
t o me to be slaw murder. Robert uent u i t h tuo wagons snd brought 
horns her f u r n i t u r s . I th ink i t u i l l do mors good to Be l l e than 
a l l t hs medicine i n Y p s i l s n t i . 

5. M i l d day, damp and mia ty . Mrs. L over e t A z r o s . Went to Toun i n 
the r a i n . Robsr t gave me peper to read and was g lad us got B e l l e 
out o f ths houae o f bondage. 

6. E l i z e b e t h ' a B i r t h d a y . Damp and mis ty today a g a i n . A Sermon on 
p r a y e r , Shor t dark day . 

7. Dark morning. B e l l e go t her ten sheep end the Wagon back to 
Rober ts . Mrs. L usn t A z r o . Robsr t t o l d us o f Stephen V/oorhss 's 
dea th . 

8. Wi l l iam Campbell ceme, Mery end I uent to Toun, roads ve ry muddy. 
Talked u i t h Wi l l iam snd A Campbell regard ing fami ly a f f a i r s . 

9. Dark u s t morning. Frsnk usnt to ths Insurance meet ing. Robert 
snd I uent to Stephen Voorhees f u n e r a l , r a i n , snou, mud snd r o a r 
ing b l a s t s . 

10 High Winds i n ths n i g h t - Houses end the b r i dge o v s r Niagara 
b loun doun. 

11 Paid Msy Dashner $28 f o r t e a c h i n g - mi ld day- sggs doun to 16* . 

12 Sohn Campbell snd Anns csms. John M i l l e r ' s ferm a d v e r t i s e d to 
be s o l d under mortege i n the S e n t i n e l . 

14 Dark morning, U i f e snd I c a l l e d on Mra. Casey snd then drove 
doun to Rober ts . Mary took B e l l e over to A z r o s . 

15 Twenty above z e r o . W i l l i e came walk ing past ths u i n d o u . Mrs. F 
snd B e l l e met u i f e snd usn t to Toun. 
A dark man tak ing too much o f R o b e r t ' s uood. 

7. 



Lambie Dksry 1BB9 
January 
16. diet i n f o renoon , dark and damp and a stormy n i g h t . 

17. Some b lue sky end c o o l breezee - uent u i t h Robert to the o l d home. 
M r s . L , Mary and U i l l i e uent t o Mrs . Stephensens. 

1B. Uent to the o l d home u i t h Robert end sawy him chopping the Wil lows 
I p lan ted many years ago. 

19. Sent t h ree d o l l a r s to pay f o r the S c o t t i s h American. C h i l l y dey . 

20. Th tuo Marys and I uent to Church and back i n a snowstorm. 

21. More snou. D ipped - th i s pen i n u a t e r . Mrs. L uent u i t h A z r o , E l i z a b 
end w i l l i e . The co ldee t morning t h i s w in te r 4 ebove z e r o . 
B e a o t i f u l sunshine on s pure u h i t e u o r l d . 

23. F ine morn ing-Mrs. L and U i l l i e a r r i v e d be fo re b r e a k f a s t . Read 
o f ths death o f Lieutenerat Gov. McDaniles snd o thers on ths r a i l r o s 
Mrs. L west to Uncle W i l l i ams . Received a good l e t t e r from Mrs. 
Broun i n Glasgow. Bro ther Robsr t c s l l e d - u e s v e r y k i n d l y . 

25. Robert snd I walked i n the o l d uoods. Bu rn ' s B i r t h d a y . L i g h t 
f r o s t snd sunsh ine . Ps id Mr. Uoodru f f one d o l l a r f o r ths S e n t i n e l . 
B e l l s usn t t o Ann A r b o r . 

27. Usnt to Church i n a snowstorm, The tuo Marys, Mrs. F snd W i l l i e 
snd I csms horns i n a kind* o f b l i z z a r d . A Chicago M i n i s t e r preached 

26. Tramping among ths pure snou, feed ing the horse snd hens. 14 above 
z e r o , c loudy and damp. Mary uent u i t h Uncle W i l l i am . 

30. The u h i t e cou g i v e s no mi l k . Azro snd Robsr t g e t t i n g i c e . 

31. M i l d above f reez ing -Went u i t h Frsnk to F l e t c h e r s a f t e r b r e a k f a s t . 
Mrs . L snd I uent to ths o l d horns. H s t t i e uee elone end ue brought 
up Leah t i l l her mother came home. 

February 
1. Up e a r l y to feed A z r o ' s h o r s e s - M i l d , d u l l snd c l o u d y . Frsnk work

ing f o r E . F l e t c h e r . 

2 . Up e a r l y again t o feed A z r o ' s h o r s e s . Robsr t he lp ing Azro to get 
i c e , ue uent to Toun . 

3. At Church-The s teep le i s o f f the Church . 

4 . Mre. L end I uent to Lu iees C h i l d s f u n e r a l . 
Ps id Wi l l iam Scotney $22.75 f o r uood f o r ths S c h o o l . 

8. 



Lambie D ia ry - 1BB9 
Februery 
5. Rein i n the n i g h t end b i t t e r b l a s t s i n the morning-B above z e r o . 

Mary uent doun to Rober ta . C a r r i e d the c l o thes to R inga . Azro Cam. 

6. Co ldes t ye t -10 be lou zero e t s u n r i s e . Robsr t he lp ing Azro cu t i c e 
on h i s pond. 
Bro ther Robsr t brought me some newspapers. 

15. Wife and I uent to Toun end the Chicken Show i n the Moormen B lock— 
P len ty o f c rou ing end b ig f o u l s i n v a r i e t y . 

20. Ths most snou t h i s w in te r -Mothers 92nd b i r t h d a y , blent to see h e r . 
The D e t r o i t R i v e r f u l l o f f l o o t i n g i c e . The Boat usn t th rough i t . 
CA i l ed on Bro ther Dames. He seems to p rospe r . Found Mother c o n f i n e 
t o her bed u i t h her mind unc louded , A grand p leasant t ime u i t h her 
8 B d s i s t e r s Mary snd C a t h e r i n e . 

22. Mr & Mrs, Wi l l i am Campbell end Sarah came, blent to Wi l l i am Wat l ing 
f u n e r a l . 

26. Got a l e t t e r from Mc. McConachie. Jones , the o l d c o l o r e d men uho 
worked f o r ua so long was b u r i e d y e s t e r d a y . 
E l d e r Thompson uho came to see us i n 1B39 u i t h E l d e r Post uss bu r i e r 
today . 
Got 12 photos o f Wife snd I f o r $2. from Coopsr . 

27. U i l l i e p r e v a i l e d on Mrs. L to go home u i t h him. Robert s o l d a load 
o f wheat to Deuble from ths o l d farm f o r 97 cen ts per b u s h e l . He 
o n l y got 93 cen ts on account o f so much Rye i n i t . 

March 
1. The C a t h o l i c s b u i l t a Cross on ths Vau l t across ths way. Reed 

brought a load o f c o s l . 

2. Robsr t p s i d $35 f o r ths wheat t ha t grew on ths o l d farm snd f o r 
uhs t grew h e r e . 
Hsd s p leasant v i s i t u i t h Bro ther Robsr t snd ta l ked about buy ing a 
horns f o r Mother snd S i s t e r s . Wrote to B ro the r Frsnk about ths p l a n . 

k. Usnt to ths o l d home snd found Robsr t hsd gone. Usnt to see Knapp. 

5. Mrs . L s tayed ove r n i g h t u i t h H a t t i e snd sent f o r D r . P a t t i s o n i n 
ths morning adn t hs re uee a babe Born when Robsr t uss auay. 

6. Robsr t came back i n the morning. Mrs. L snd I usnt to see the Babe 

7. Did not s leep u e l l on account o f Robert being so d i scon ten ted 
snd so e a s i l y dece ived by u o r t h l e s s adver t i sements . 
Counted the hens snd the re ere about 96. 

8. U i f e snd I usn t to D e t r o i t u i t h a note o f ove r $1,000.00. B r o t h e r 
Frsnk i n D e t r o i t oued B ro the r Robert hoping he uou ld pay i t snd 
gran t us the p leasure o f buying a home f o r S i s t e r s Mary snd 
Cather ine f o r tak ing care o f Mother i n her o ld ege . Ue d i d not 
eucceed but hsd a p leasant f r i e n d l y meeting and a good promise. 
Next ue had a mutual admi rs t i on meeting u i t h S i s t e r Agnes snd 
daughte rs . 

9. 



Lambie D i a r y - 1889 
March 
13. U i f e and I uent to Roberts end had a grand ualk i n the uooda 

t h a t have uaved over us so long ago. Gane ' s (? ) house burned 
u h i l e he uss uork ing f o r Robs r t . 
Bought s bushel o f Timothy seed from A inswor th . 

25. Mrs . L uent u i t h A z r o . Got 49 eggs . Robert snd I drew manure 
fromhhie barn snd put i t on ths garden. 
B ro the r Robert urged me to u r i t e B ro the r Frenk to pay the $1,000. 
n o t e . Got seed from Mouls. 

2B. Bleak b l a s t s snd c louds o f dust ss three teems scraped ths C s t h o l i 
gounds. Uent to ths o l d horns snd uss s o r r y soms cows broke ths 
seede r . 

29. A d r i v i n g snou storm-Glad o f any moisture s f t s r so much d u s t . 
John B r i g h t i s deed. 

31. Snou on the g round , c o l d uet sp lash ing mud uhsn us uent to Church . 
The M i n i s t e r e t the c l o s i n g o f ths Se rv i ce thought i t h i e duty 
t o r e s i g n . 

A p r i l 
I . Mors snou , Wild Geese f l y i n g t o u s r d Caseys. Frsnk and Robert went 

t o vo te i n Toun. 51 eggs . 

4. Usnt te D e t r o i t snd U i n d s o r . Mother f s i l n g but hs r snd our s i s t i 
r e j o i c e d to l ea rn o f Robsr t k indness i n p r o v i d i n g money to buy 
the house they l i t e i n ' f o r e home. 

5. John M i l l e r farm s o l d under Mot tgage. Wi l l iam Scotney took away 
B e l l e snd hsr f u r n i t u r e snd I am sad snd weary. S i l ence i s the 
language o f so r row. 
Sowed Peas, CAbbsge end r a d i s h . 

10. Uent u i t h Frsnk uhsre he frames a bern f o r Seemor. 

I I . Soued beets and on ion seed-Helped Robsr t to burn W i l l ows . 
Azro brought 2 bushe ls o f Burbsnk Potatoes snd 1 o f Maine. 

15. My B i r t h d s y . 18 years i n Scot land snd 50 i n America. The 18 i n 
Scot land seems l i k e ths g rea te r p s r t o f my l i f e . Us l ea rn what 
l i f e i s ths f i r s t 20 yea rs and then one year year i s l i k e a 
r e p e t i t i o n o f the ones tha t are p a s t . 

16. Got a l e t t e r from Cousins i n S c o t l a n d . Walked u i t h Robsr t o v s r 
ths o l d form. 

17. Helped Robert get 3 loads o f s tove uood. Planted po ta toes -
L ike s summer day. 



Lambie D ia ry - 1889 
A p r i l 
24. U i l l Evans sowing p l a s t e r . Thompson charged me $6.00 f o r p l a s t e r 

R e s s l e r got 2k dozen eggs f r o $2.90. Robert took away the u h i t e 
cou t h e t broke the fencea and bothered me so much. Robert r o i l e d 
the f i e l d by the road u i t h LEah beside him. 

26. B ro the r Robert s i a d he had been i n D e t r o i t end bought Mother ' s 
home f o r her end s i s t e r s . Said he pe id $9,250.00 to Mrs. Fergus 
f o r the home. 

30. Gree t meetings i n a l l the S ta tes to c e l e b r a t e Washington 's 
I n a u g u r a t i o n 100 years ago. U i l l i e F l e t c h e r ' s B i r t h d a y . 

May 
6. Hens break the eggs snd leave the n e s t . Chicken l i c e v e r y bad. 

So ld 28 dozen eggs to U r e s h l e r ( ? ) $3.08. 

9. Frsnk geve checks f o r $150.00. The boys c s r r i e d out the c o e l 
s t o v e . Drove u i t h Frsnk t o Warners and then to Albans f o r k 
bushels o f seed c o r n . 

11. The C i t y o f Pe r ie s e i l e d the A t l a n t i c i n leas than 6 days . 
At l a s t a uelcome shower. 

19. Mr. S i l l preached at Church . 
A z r o ' s horse ran away, E l i z a b e t h f e l l out o f the Buggy but escapee 
being h u r t . Mrs. L snd I took d inner u i t h H. T a y l o r - h e was q u i e t 
snd d e j e c t e d . 

22. Mary 's B i r t h d a y . Mary, H s t t i s , Lesh snd ths Babe uent to Toun 
but i t uss too co ld f o r me even u i t h tuo c o a t s . 

25. Robert end Azro b u i l t a pen to ueah the sheep at Mar t ina c o r n e r . 
Co ld -4 above f r e e z i n g . Too c o l d to uesh sheep. 

June 
1. The tuo Marys end I uent to a Church meet ing. Heerd sad news 

about a great f l o o d i n Pennsy l van ia . 

5. Mrs . L snd I drove to P i t t e f i e l d end spent a hpppy dey w i t h the 
Andrew Campbells to make l i f e a l i t t l e b e t t e r . 

10. F i f t y yea rs s ince ue ceme to Y p s i l a n t i . James and I uent to 
Royal Oak to c e l e b r a t e the event-was u i t h Mother en hour a f t e r . 
A f i n e v i s i t u i t h Mr. & Mrs. Todd. C a l l e d on Mr. & Mrs. John 
Lambie. Robert washed h i s sheep. 

22. VsnNot ten and Fox shore the sheep- the uoo l looked w e l l . 

24. The tuo Marys uent to the C h i l d r e n ' s Bey a t the Normal. 
Mra. L c a l l e d on o l d Mrs. Casey i n what seemed l i k e the l e s t 
i l l n e s s . 

11 . 



Lambie D i e r y - 1889 
June 
25. Got l ime i n s e c t powder end su lphur to f i g h t the v i l e hen l i c e . 

Some pees reedy to e a t . 

27. Robert and U i l l r e p a i r e d the cha in pump-Norton t o l d us o f o l d 
Mrs. Caseys dea th . 
Frank and Fox brought up Anna's t r unk -Wh i t t e t say mould on l y pay 
27 f o r the woo l . 

29. Rober t end f e m i l y , U i f e add I went to o l d Mrs. Casey 's f u n e r a l . 
The o l d ne ighbors pass ing away b r i n g i n g us near to the s i l e n t lane 

J u l y 
I . Robe r t , U i l l and I put P a r i s Green on the po te toes . Uent t o T c j -

Town to ge t Anns' but she d i d not corns. Grsen Pees f o r d i n n e r . 
Ths Robins p ick ing our c h e r r i e s . 

5. Helped Robert meke hay where I raked i n the Heydey o f my l i f e . 
Murry end Ch ides te r looked s t the wool but would not g i v e q u i t e 
30 c e n t s . 

7. Heerd o f the good Mrs. Green ' s death and nex t dey Mrs. L and I 
went to the f u n e r a l . 
Anne a r r i v e d at the Depot l a s t n i g h t a f t e r wa i t i ng a l l week f o r 
h e r . 

10. Robert and U i l l got the reaper i n o r d e r . Uent w i th Robert t o 
Mr. Conk1ins to see about r eap ing , found the o l d farmer over 
th ree score p i t c h i n g hay. 

I I . Robsr t reaped about 14 acres o f wheat f o r Uenzer . 

13. Robert reeped the 8 ecre f i e l d by Nortons co rne r i n 4 or 5 hours 
where i t took me 3 or 4 days to c r a d l e end b ind i n my younger days 

15. Rober t reaping f o r Mr. C o n k l i n - U i l l C r a d l i n g around the stumps. 
G i r l a and U i l l i e p i c k i n g c h e r r i e s . 

17. Frsnk snd I usnt to see ths new Uete r Works y e s t e r d a y . 
Robert reeped the f i e l d by George A l i e n s snd par t o f ths f i e l d 
west o f ths barn . 

20. Helped mow auay wheet i n the o l d barn end was so f a i n t and weary 
I cou ld h a r d l y walk home. 

22. A g r e e t C e t h o l i c f u n e r a l across ths way. Set up some Wheat. 
Robert ha rves t i ng f o r G. Voorhees, H s t t i e p icked up c h e r r i e s snd 
the Bsbe leughed end r o l l e d on the f l o o r . 

25. The boys so ld ths wool to C h i s t e r 278 lbs-46 f l e e c e s e t 28$ per 
lb -$77.B4-Pa id Robert $28.00 on the U o o l . Got i n 3 small loads o f 
hay from ths O r c h s r d . Ps id VsnAt tsn $2.50 f o r Mowing. 
Mrs. F l e t c h e r , U i l l i e end Mery v i e i t i n g at Rober ts . 

12. 
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J u l y 
27. U i f e had to get d inner f o r Anne end H a t t i e ' e Mother. Robert 

brought beck one o f h i a bleek ho rses . U ro te l i n e s about H a r v e s t . 

August 
1. Ce leb ra ted the c o l o r e d men's dey by mowing t h i s t l e s and n e t t l e s 

on the road s i d e . Robert reeped e t B. Voorhees. 

2. MR. & Mr8. F l e t c h e r , A z r o ' a f a t h e r , Anna and I uent to D e t r o i t 
end had a f i n e s e l l on Lake S t . C l a i r and epent p leasant a f te rnoor 
u i t h Mother and s i s t e r s . 

7. Robert reeped f o r Mr. Conk l i n snd got back e t n i g h t end began h i s 
oun . 

12. Cleened ou t the hen house. U i l l d reu out manure. 
Hed b o i l e d corn f o r d i n n e r . 

14. Mrs . L end I uent u i t h an E x c u r s i o n to D e t r o i t end on the boot 
t o the Ship Cenel at Lake S t . C l a i r . C a l l e d on Mother end u i f e 
sang the grand Hynm ' J e s u s i s Mine' t o Mother end i t sssmed t o 
t h r i l l her u i t h p l e e a u r e . 

19. Mrs. L and I uent to Unc le Wi l l iams and then hed d inne r e t Robert 
CAmpbel ls, Ann A r b o r . A p leasant evening snd j u s t i n time to 
b i d goodbye to Wal ter snd L i z z i e ss they us r s l eav ing f o r Neu 
Eng land . 

22. U i l l p loued f o r Wheat-spread some manure. Mr. & Mrs. C o u s l l 
c a l l e d , t e l l i n g o f seeing London, Par i s and c a l l i n g on the 
Hamii tons o f Glasgow. 

23. Mrs . L o v s r i d g s gave Mrs . L snd I a r i d e i n her c a r r i a g e t o 
B ro the r Roberts snd round by ths Normal. Ths g i r l s usn t to Azros 
f o r supper snd got i c e cream—said t o be "awfu l g o o d " . 

29. Bought tuo p lou po in ts f o r Rober t . Anne packing up her goode. 

30. B e l l e and I uent to the Depot u i t h Anne. Got her t runk checked 
and saw hs r o f f . B ro the r Robsr t snd I d rove to the o l d farm t o 
see about the horse p a s t u r e . 

September 
2. Uent t o the School meeting and res igned keeping the School 

money a f t e r being i n o f f i c e s i nce 1B70. Mr. LaFurge takes my 
p l a c e . 

4. Mre. L end I uent to P ioneer meeting i n Ann A r b o r . Mr. Lay read 
o f the death o f 85 P ioneers dur ing ths l a s t year -The e l e c t i o n n f 
O f f i c e r s ues over be fo re noon but no d i nne r u n t i l 2 o ' c l o c k . 
Mr . F i n l e y , Mrs. Pssrce end Capta in A l l e n spoke w e l l ebout ear. 'y 
t imes . C A l l e d on Unc le Wi l l iam snd Robert Campbell on our uay 
horns. 

13. 
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September 
7. Rober t eo ld e l l h i e beans t o A i n s u o r t h , Mary uent to Azroa to 

keep feed ing the T h r e s h e r s . 

9. S t s t e F e i r e t Lans ing , Brought B ro the r Robe r t ' s horse end put him 
i n son Robe r t 1 e paa tu re . 

16. Dug potatoes and put them i n the c e l l a r . Went t o Church Meeting 
uhere they decided to g i v e a c e l l t o Mr. Morey o f M a r s h a l l . 
Ha rv ie brought h i s Engine be fo re n i g h t . He f i n i s h e d th reeh ing 
n e x t day be fore noon and uent t o Robe r t s . 
About 90 bushels o f uheet end over 200 buehele o f Oats a t Rober t s . 
The uheet l i g h t end too much c h e f f f o r eeed. 

21. Frenk the carpen te r end the scho le re uent to the E x p o s i t i o n and 
brought a good r e p o r t . 

23. Uent u i t h a g rea t c road to the D E t r o i t E x p o s i t i o n - A grand e f f e i r , 
The best I ever eau u i t h e r i n Europe o r Amer ice. P leasant time 
u i t h Mother end s i s t e r s end s tayed over n i g h t t h e r e . 

25. Pe id I n s l e y L fFurge a l l the schoo l money $265.00. Borroued $100.01 
from FRenk. 

26. Mrs . L end I uent t o the Y p s i l a n t i F s i r - A good e f f e i r a f t e r the 
E x p o s i t i o n . Cept A l l e n end G. McDougel had a t u s s l e about Free 
T r e d e . 

2B. Rober t end fami ly unet t o Mre. Cr ippens f u n e r e l i n D i x b o r o . 

October 
1. Peid Mr. Sheruood $7.38 Insu rance . Uro te l i n e e ebout the E x p o s i i . 

end uent t o the o l d home end took d inne r u i t h 3aon CAmpbell end 
u i f e . Mused over gRandfether *s greve end then c e l l e d on Mrs. 
Gardener . 

4 . A z r o ' s A r t hu r Un ion( fo rmer s l a v e ) brought a ladder and p icked 
app les . A good c rop end good merket. Some o f the sp ies Were 
b o u n t i f u l l y . 

B. L . CAsey got the so tve put up i n the k i t c h e n . A z r o '8 men p i c k 
ing epplee u i t h me. 

10. Thomas Casey and fam i l y and a drove o f sheep s t a r t e d f o r Knappe. 
Robert end Azro he lped eo no apples p i c k e d . Mr. Arno ld wanted 
Frenk t o r e b u i l d h i e b a r n . 

11. Helped Azro and men f i l l ebout 40 b a r r e l l s o f epp lee . Robert 
cou ld ge t no b a r r e l l s and took e loed o f apples i n the wagon box . 

14. Robert d reu tuo b ig loads o f c i d e r apples t o the H i l l s d a l e Depot 
Mary end I gathered f o r home use end Anna and S i s t e r Agnes. 
0 my back t ! ! 

14. 



Lambie D i a r y - 16B9 
October 
19. Wrote a note to R. Campbel l , Ann Arbor and Day Campbell a t F o r t 

S c o t t . 

22, Azro heading more b a r r e l l s - Wfie end Mrs . Campbell a r rang ing 
about a d inner e t A . Cempbe l l '8. More c i d e r apples to Toun . 

24. Robert took apples to A inswor th . Robert brought tuo loads o f uood 
and he lped se t up the c o a l s t o v e . Azro took 2 b a r r e l l s f o r Agnes 
and 2 f o r Anns. 

26. Ths tuo Marys snd I , Az ro and fami l y drove up end hed d i n n e r e t 
Unc le Andrews- A s u r p r i s e pa r t y f o r ths t h i r t i s t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e i r wedding-. A v e r y p leasant t ime . R. CAmpbell p s i d $22.00 
i n t e r e s t . 

28. Dug beets snd hssked c o r n - n o t w e l l - a humming i n my head. 

31. Was s u r p r i s e d to hear o f ths death o f our b ravs i n d u s t r i o u s 
farmer f r i e n d Mr. C . C o n k l i n . Brought beef from Azro f o r 5$ snd 
b e t t e r than from the bu tcher s t 8$. 

Lawyer J o s l i n snd Henry Backus gone over the Mys t i c R i v e r . 

November 
2. Bu r i ed o l d f r i e n d C . N . C o n k l i n . Met him 30 years ago s t Church 

snd nou us meet no more. 
6. Rober t end I bought e buck from G. Voorhees snd put him u i t h ths 

sheep. Ps id $2.00. 
Mrs .L snd I usn t to our good f r i e n d s f u n e r a l , ths l a s t o f John 
Geddes. 

7. The Moon set b e a u t i f u l i n the s i l v e r y l i g h t o f the morning snd 
the sun rose s t i l l more b e a u t i f u l i n the golden g l o r y o f the dawn. 
Helped R o b e r t ' s boys t o load c o r n . 

13. R o b s r t , H a t t i e , Leah, Minny and Mrs. R and I drove to the Depot 
end 8su snd heard ths bands a t ths opening s t C lea ry C o l l e g e . H 
Heerd E . P . A l l e n ' s add ress . 

15. Rece ived a note o f thanks from O l i v e r Wendell Homes f o r l i n e s 
on h i s B i r t hday s t f o u r s c o r e . 
Got a l l ths apples i n t hs c e l l a r . 

16. F o r t y years s ines uexuere mar r i ed , a g rea t p a r t y , f r i e n d s 
b rough t d inner u i t h them snd us a l l en joyed e f e s t i v e day. There 
were tuo tab les o f r o y a l d a i n t i e s f o r o l d and young, Presents 
o f s i l v e r snd a wardrobe. Songs snd speeches. About a l l t h a t 
ea r th can g i v e . 

1B. hist morning. Mr. & Mrs F l e t c h e r uent to Uncle W i l l i a m ' s snd Ann 
A r b o r . Frsnk brought h i s took ches t home. Mrs. L snd I uent 
t o the o l d home snd took d inner u i t h Robe r t . 

15. 
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November 
21. went t o Town and got a g r i s t . Azro bought a buggy. 

23. Got 7 Iba o f Oatmeal and f ou r l bs o f c racke rs i n M i l l e r ' s new 
Grocery f o r 50 c e n t s . O i l e d the horse harness i n the sunsh ine . 

26. Read o f the sad death o f Wi l l i am G. Brownlee. FRank hunt ing 
r a b b i t s . 

28. T h a n k s g i v i n g , went to A z r o ' s f o r d i n n e r . Need i c e and s n o w . . . 
Frank and h i s carpen te r f r i e n d s got 12 r a b b i t s . 

December 
1. Robe r t , A z r o and t h e i r younes a t d i n n e r . B e l l e and Anna on l y 

ones absen t , 

2. Grea t atorm and some e l e c t r i c l i g h t s blown down. Storm on the 
Great Lakes. 

3. Went t o Mr. & Mrs . Foots Golden Wedding. There seemed t o be more 
i n t e r e s t i n eat ing r i c h cake than i n S o c i a l f r i e n d s h i p . 

4. Went w i t h a f i n e l o t o f f r i e n d s to c e l e b r a t e o l d Mrs. Ga rdene r ' s 
94th B i r t h d a y . A grand d i n n e r , warm hear ted f r i e n d s h i p . 

9. Dark day , P leassn t v i s i t w i t h B. Voorhees, Mrs. L and Mrs. F 
q u i l t e d . 

11. BRight sunshine-muddy roads-Drew up some wood i n the buggy. 
Rober t snd August went to buy t u r k e y s . 

18. Mrs . L , Mrs . F , Mary and W i l l i e went to the Church F a i r . 
Mrs. Smith I n g l i s ' boy d ied same day her f a t h e r d i e d years ago. 

20. Went t o Roberts snd saw h i s 50 tu rkeys f o r D e t r o i t market. 
P s i d our Tsxes $20.00. R o b e r t ' s $2.12. 

23. Rober t p lung ing i n the mud w i t h T u r k e y s s f o r D e t r o i t . 

24. Received Chr istmas p resen t from S i s t e r Agnes. Anna a r r i v e d 
from E l k h a r t . 

25. Chr i s tmas . Stephen, Rober t , Azro and a l l the l i t t l e ones came 
a grand day . 

2B. M i l d wee ther . Sawed some wood. Hens beg inn ing to l a y . 

16. 



TRIBUTE TO THE MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

On May 26, 198B the 75th Ann i ve rsa ry o f the Mich igen H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission uas he ld at the Radisson Ho te l i n Lens ing . Governor 
Woodbridge N. F e r r i s he ld the f i r s t meeting i n h h i s o f f i c e on 
May 28, 1913, 

The Commission ues charged u i t h Admin is te r ing the Department o f 
H i s t o r y end A rch i ves and dur ing i t e e a r l y yeara i t focused on 
the Michigan H i s t o r i c a l Museum, The Sta te A r c h i v e s and H i e t o r i c e l 
P u b l i c a t i o n s . 

I n 1948 the Commission e s t e b l i s e d the Cen tenn ie l Farm Program 
and i n 1955 i t e rec ted the S te te R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i e s S i t e s and 
the Mich igen H i e t o r i c e l Merker Program, 

The Commission con t inues to have a s t rong S te te H i s t o r y Program 
tha t cove rs thousands o f S te te end Loca l A r c h i v a l Records, Mueeum 
A r t i f e c t s , S ta te R e g i s t e r S i t e e , 6000 Cen tenn ie l Perms, 12,500 
A r c h e e o l o g i c e l S i t e s , 1100 H i s t o r i c a l Msrkere end 35,000 Mich igan  
H i s t o r y S u b s c r i b e r s . 

The Commission i s l ook ing f o r u a r d to the opening o f the Mich igen 
L i b r e r y end H i s t o r i c a l Center t h i s F a l l i n Lens ing . 

I t ues my p r i v i l e g e to a t tend t h i s meeting uhere speekers such ee 
The Honoreble John B. Sue inson , The Honorable R ichard H. A u e t i n , 
S e c r e t o r y o f Sta te and D r . Martha M. B i g e l o u , D i r e c t o r o f the 
H i s t o r y Bureau uere hea rd . 

I t i e t h i s Michigan H i s t o r i c a l Commiseion t h a t has been r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r s e v e r a l Markers i n our C i t y ; On the Campus o f Ees te rn Mich igan 
U n i v e r s i t y , on the Laun i n f r o n t o f the former Woodruff S c h o o l , 
e t Prospect Perk end on the leun i n f r o n t o f the Museum. 

Do r i s M i l l iman 
C i t y H i s t o r i a n 



18B8 IN YPSILANTI 
Items from the CHRONICLE Ypsilanti's Newspaper 

April 1888- New Catholic Cemetery purchased by Rev. Father DeBever. 
14 Acres - $1,400,00. 

Tuesday, 4th: E.U. Grant's Planing Mill burned. Fire Department 
crippled by lack of water in Cistern at Congress and Washington 
end by bursting of hose moving to pressure necessary to force water 
up hill from the River- Loss $30 tQ0G.0B. 

May 12th: Diary of Mrs. A.B. Norton says her husband commenced work 
on the Vault at the Catholic Cemetery. 

October 16th: B:15 A.M. Boiler exploded at Ypsilsristi Paper Company's 
Lowell Plent-Oacob Slawson killed. Frank Sinkule, Engineer injured-
$20,000.00 damage. 
May 18th: Reunion of 20th Michigan Infantry-150 present. 
May 23rd: Martin Cremer succeeded FRances L. Stewart as Postmaster. 
May 31st: Rev. Dr. Samuel Francis Smith Composer of "My Country Tis 
of Thee" assisted in marriage of L. Loring Brooks in Ypsilanti. 

1989 
November 18th: Starkweather Memorial Chapel accepted by Highland 
Cemetery Association. 

December 1st: 1st City Free Mail Delivery Began. 

Mar 10: Fire at Ypsilanti Sanitarium. $6,000.00 damage. 

Ouly 17th: First Connection from New City Water Plant made at house 
of C. Cornwell on River Street. 

July 26: Article speaks on GAng of Men putting in Foundation for 
Stsndpipe at Normal and Digging trench to it up Cross Street, Rate 
eetebliahed at $5.00 per Family per year. 

1B. 



SCHOOL TOURS 

Ue hed c h i l d r e n from the f o l l o w i n g schoo ls v i s i t the Museum t h i s 
S p r i n g : 2 groups from C h a p e l l e , 3 groups f r o Adams, 1 group from 
George and 1 group from T y l e r School i n B e l l e v i l l e . 

I want to thank the f o l l o w i n g g u i l d e s whgohelped w i th the t o u r s : 
V i r g i n i a D a v i s , C a r r o l l Osborn , B e t t y T u n n i c l i f f e , Grsce C o r n i e h , 
V i r g i n i a Abos, E leenor Lee , Char les M o r r i s o n , Lu Grege r , Kethy 
CArapbel l , Dora Reeves, B E t t y K e r r , Ann Thomas, J e r r y Fouchey, 
Don RAc ine , E i l e e n Hughes, B i l l McCarthy and Norme Oeen Anderson. 

Ann McCerthy 
D i r e c t o r 



News from The A rch i ves O f f i c e : 

There i s n ' t toe much to r e p o r t s t t h i s t ime. 

I 'm sure those o f you t h s t knou David Gaun t le t t underwent su rge ry 
the 20th o f Dune. At the preeent time he i s ho ld ing h i s own snd 
look ing more l i k e h ia s e l f . He i s on a genera l d i e t now and i s 
s n j o y i n g ea t ing s o l i d f o o d . Merge snd the fami ly tske him some 
goodies i n which he lp s e t t l e f o r the h o s p i t a l f o o d . He i s going 
to t h e r a p y , d o e s n ' t have a l o t o f s t r e n g t h but w i l l con t inue to 
become s t r o n g e r . He i s kept s b r e s t o f t h i ngs going on hero and 
en joys heer ing how w e l l the R a f f l e l a do ing . A card to David 
I 'm sure would be a p p r e c i a t e d . S t . Ooesph Mercy H o s p i t a l , Room 
6075, 5301 Huron R i ve r D r i v e , Ann A r b o r , M i ch igsn . 

As I mentioned ths Ra f f l e i s doing f a i r l y w e l l . I f you need more 
t i c k e t s j u s t g i v e me a c e l l o r drop a note end I ' l l see t h s t you 
g s t them—PRONTO 

Ue hsvs hsd some v i s i t o r s from New York snd some research f o r 
a lady from A laska . Ule heve been buey these hot daya but nex t 
w i n t e r when I look out s t ths c o l d snow blowing around I ' l l 
remember how n ice snd hot i t uss t h i s summer. 

Be sure and v i s i t the Museum dur ing F e s t i v a l deys snd see the 
new pa in ted rooms, The U h i t e Room and the D isp lay Rooms have o r 
r a t h e r are being pa in ted j u s t now. Thay look v a r y b r i g h t and n i c e . 

Marge has go t ten some new a r t i c l e s f o r sa le i n the Sales Case. 
So remember to check out what l o v e l y t h i ngs s r s t h e r e . You know 
i t i s your Sales Case. Be sure snd suppor t i t . 

Keep smi l i ng snd w e ' l l see you e t the F e s t i v a l . 

B i l l i e Zolkosky 
A r c h i v i s t 
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