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President's Message 

Desr Members: 

Ule have completed the Leuis House sale and the money received 
has been deposited into the ENDOWMENT FUND uhich uas created 
in 1989 by your officers and Board of Directors. The Endow
ment Fund will perpetuate the Ypsilanti Historical Museum and 
its activites into the far distant future. We must add to this 
fund and make it grow and that is where you as a supporter of 
Ypsilanti's history can help by being a donor to the Endowment 
Fund. Sharon Patterson will be handling the promotion of the 
Endowment Fund and information on the fund can be obtained by 
calling the Museum at 462-4990 and leaving your name and phone 
number so Sharon can contact you. 

Work has been progressing on the costume storage room and it 
will be completed by spring. Painting and decorating will begin 
shortly on two of the rooms upstairs that are in need of refur
bishing . 

Two recent acquistions which played big parts in the history 
of Ypsilanti are now on display in the Museum. They are the 
large curved bronze plaque from the corner of the Ypsilanti 
Saving Bank Building(now the City Hall) which was removed 
around 1950. It is a gift of Trustcorp Bank(Now Society Bank) 
The second item is a corn sheller which was made by the Philo 
Ferrier & Sons Company on River Street. It is in excellent 
condition and we are extremly happy to have acquired it through 
the efforts of one of our members. Stop by the Museum for a 
visit. 

Max's Deli on Michigan Avenue just west of the Huron River 
has completed a redecoration program which now features photos 
of downtown Ypsilanti from the late 1800's to 1937. 
The photos were reproduced from photos from the Archives. 

Sincerely, 

Oack C. Miller 
President 
Ypsilanti Historical Society 
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SPECIAL INFORMATION 

YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY ENDOWMENT FUND 

Dear Patron: 

If you donate a dollar to the Ypsilanti Historical Society 
Endowment Fund, we will never spend it! 

WHAT IS AN ENDOWMENT FUND? 

Our Endowment Fund ia monies donated and held in trust as a 
perpetual endowment for the Ypsilanti Historical Museum. 

Why do we need an Endowment Fund ? 

We believe the best way to insure the future of our museum is 
to prepare now for the day when city funds are no longer available 
to us. We are optimistic the museum can become self-sustaining 
and want to be prepared when we must fund our own operating 
expenses. 

Who oversees and invests these funds? 

Current trustee of the YHS Endowment Fund are Benjamin Koerber, 
Peter Fletcher and the Honorable Oohn Kirkendall. The trustees 
oversee the safe investment of all funds entrusted to them. 

Why should I consider a contribution to the Endowment Fund? 

Primarily, this is an opportunity for us to guarantee the museum 
will continue to teach and preserve the history of Ypsilanti, 
We will not spend funds on soliciation, on investment fees or 
administration. Your money will be a perpetual gift. 

Tax experts remind us 50$ of each dollar donated is a credit on 
your State Income Tax Return,end the Federal Government also 
allows us tax exemption of charitable contributions. The actual 
coat to you(if you are in the 28% federal tax bracket) is 22$ 
for each dollar of contribution. 

Please consider making a gift in your name or as a memorial. 
Donors will be inscribed in a "Patron Book" to be kept as a 
permenent record of your generosity at the Museum. Checks 
should be made payble to the Ypsilanti Historical Soceity 
Endowment Fund. 

Thenk you for listening.We will keep your gift forever. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Patterson 
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A Scrapbook H i s t o r y Of L i n c o l n Conso l i da ted 
(The B u i l d i n g ) 

(1924-1961 ) 

C o l l e c t e d and Assembled 
by 

David S. F lower 

The Author has done much r e s e a r c h , taken many p i c t u r e s and has 
i n t e r v i e w e d many people i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h i s h i s t o r y o f 
L i n c o l n S c h o o l . 

L i n c o l n School was f i r s t g i v e n the name of Rura l a g r i c u l t u r a l  
School D i s t r i c t , Number 1, F r a c t i o n a l . I t i nc luded the Townships 
o f Y p s i l a n t i and Augusta. The nex t name assoc ia ted w i th the 
schoo l was the Marvin S. Pit tman S c h o o l , the person who was the 
founder o f the s c h o o l . However, i n 1924 Dr . Pi t tman asked the 
schoo l boerd to r econs ide r and to g i v e the schoo l enother name. 
( D r . Pit tman was the Head o f the Rura l Educat ion Department a t 
the Normal C o l l e g e ) . The Board then chose the name o f L i n c o l n 
and i t was conf i rmed by the schoo l s tuden ts . 

A pa r t o f the book deals w i th the One Room Schoo ls , some o f which 
have been d e s t r o y e d , and some have been conver ted i n t o homes. 
There are p i c t u r e s o f the s c h o o l s , maps to l o c a t e them, end l i s t s 
o f some o f t h e s t u d e n t s who at tended the s c h o o l s . The s t o r y o f 
h ow some o f the schools were conver ted i n t o homes p rov ides 
i n t e r e s t i n g r ead ing . 



NEU BOOKS 

Tuo books have r e c e n t l y been added to the Arch ives Deportment, 
both o f uh ich u i l l be o f i n t e r e s t to r e s e a r c h e r s . 

The Ulartenbe Genealogy has been donated by the Author , Mary Es the r 
Ford o f Sh ing le S p r i n g s , C a l i f o r n i a . I t con ta ins the ances to rs o f 
I d i l l i sm snd Cather ine ( U h i t e ) Uartenbe o f Neu Oersey , V i r g i n i e and 
Oh i o and i nc ludes over a hundred fam i l y names. 

I n t e r u r b e n ( S t r e e t Car ) Buf fs u i l l app rec ia te the book Uhen Eaatern  
Michigen Rode The R s i l s , Books o f the Se r i es D e t r o i t to Oeckson and  
Across The Stete bySchramm, Henning and Andrews. E s p e c i a l l y o f 
i n t e r e s t to us i n t h i s area i s the Chapter on the b u i l d i n g o f the 
Ypa i -Ann , The l i n e between Y p s i l a n t i and Ann Arbor uh ich uas b u i l t 
i n 1890. The cars made the t r i p every hour and a h a l f and o f t en 
c a r r i e d 600 people e day, The fa re uas Ten cents one uey . 

The rou te o f the l i n e i n Y p s i l a n t i uas approved by a Committee end 
ues pub l i shed i n the V p s i l a n t i a n . " From the Michigan C e n t r a l Track 
on Cross S t r e e t to Uashinglton S t r e e t end then by a loop l i n e up 
Uesh ing ton to Congress(Mich igan) and f i n a l l y out Cross to Ann Arbor 
Road(Packard) and c i t y l i m i t s . The rou te thus touched the peesenger 
s t s t i o n , the h igh schoo l and Normal s c h o o l , the businees cen te rs o f 
the c i t y , fou r churches.and ( reach ) u i t h i n one b lock o f tuo o the r 
churches and the Business c o l l e g e ( C l e s r y ) and Opera House" . 

S e r v i c e uas g r e e t l y helped by the f e e t t h a t , u h i l e Ann Arbor had 
3000 b o y s , and not many g i r l s , Y p s i l a n t i had 1000 g i r l s a t the 
Normel C o l l e g e . The S t r e e t Ra i luay ues ve ry busy on F r i d a y , S a t u r 
day and Sunday. 

The book i s u e l l i l l u s t r e t e d and many are Y p s i l a n t i Scenes. 
Of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t are those tha t shou th ree modes of T r a v e l : 
S t r e e t C a r , Horse and Buggy and Automobi le . 



Philo Ferrier 

The Ferrier Machine Works, the company that manufactured our 
recently acquired Corn Sheller, uas located near the Railroad, 
at 308-312 River Street. It is listed in the early City Direct
ories of uhich the earliest ue have is 1873-4: 
1873-4 Philo Ferrier and Son(Philo Ferrier, Charles Ferrier) 

Founders and Machinists, e.s. River, s of R.R. Depot. 
Philo lived at 16 River. 

1878 Ferrier & Son, Manufacturers of Mill Machinery. 
S.E. Corner River and M.C.R.R. 
Philo lived at 16 River. 

1B94 Philo Ferrier res. 
Works. 

301 River. Pres.Ypsilanti Machine 

1918 Ypailanti Machine Works 308-312 River 
Gertrude Ferrier, V/.P. and Charles uas Secretary and 
Treasurer. The President uas then George Walterhouse. 

Miss Gertrude FErrier lived in an attractive brick houae at 306 
N. Adams until her death in 1947. Her brother, Charles and hia 
uife lived et the same address until their deeths. 

Dec 17,1820 Nov 15,1912 



P h i l o F e r r i s r 

P h i l o F e r r i e r , one o f the o l d e s t r e s i d e n t s o f ' Y p s i l a n t i and the 
l a s t s u r v i v i n g member o f Y p s i l a n t i ' s f i r s t c o u n c i l d ied a f t e r a 
s h o r t i l l n e s s F r i d a y . He uas born i n Ba th , Steuben County , N . Y . , 
December 17, 1820. I n 1844 he uas marr ied to Maria E. Munson o f 
Pont iac and loca ted i n D e t r o i t , then a c i t y o f about ten thousand 
i n h a b i t a n t s . He uas then engaged i n m i l l b u i l d i n g i n ad jacen t 
touns and a l so f o r a time connected u i t h the o ld D e t r o i t Locomotive 
Works. 

He l oca ted i n Y p s i l a n t i permanently i n 1857, having come to f i n i s h 
the o r i g i n a l P r e s b y t e r i s n Church begun by h i s b ro the r J o h n , uho 
d ied l e a v i n g i t u n f i n i s h e d . La te r he engaged i n the foundry 
bus iness u i t h M.L. S h u t t s . He uas marr ied i n 1859 to Mary L. BRoun. 
He uas the l a s t s u r v i v i n g member o f the f i r s t c o u n c i l o f Y p s i l a n t i , 
1858, a c h a r t e r member o f Lodge 128 F.& A . M . , and uas made a member 
o f Ann Arbor Commandary, No. 13, 3une 23, 1868. 

Mr. F e r r i e r uas a man o f u ide reading and p r o g r e s s i v e i d e a s , and 
to the l a s t days o f h i s l i f e kept h i s i n t e r e s t i n a l l the a f f a i r s 
o f the day . He had vo ted f o r 18 p r e s i d e n t s and uas able to go to 
the p o l l s l a s t ueek, uhere he voted f o r Woodrou Wi lson and equal 
s u f f r a g e . From e a r l y manhood he had been a c lose f r i e n d and com
panion o f the l a t e D.L . Q u i r k , uho uas tuo years h i s s e n i o r . 

Mr. F e r r i e r o f ten r e c a l l e d the o ld days uhen he uas a member o f the 
f i r s t common c o u n c i l o f Y p s i l a n t i , and some time ago he made a l i s t 
o f t h i s o r i g i n a l govern ing body o f the c i t y and d i scove red t h e t o f 
the n ine members o f the c o u n c i l he uas the on l y one l i v i n g . 

The names o f the f i r s t govern ing body i n Y p s i l a n t i uere g i ven by 
Mr. F e r r i e r as f o l l o w s : 
Mayor- Chsuncey Ooslyn C lerk -3ohn McReedy 
R e g i s t e r - C h a r l e s T i s d a l e Supervisor-Oames Fo rsy the 
A ldermen- Issac Crane Benjamin F o l l e t t 

David Edwerds 3ames Ch ides te r 
A . F . Welch Robert Lambie 
P h i l i p Eddingtan Char les Stuck 
Ph i l o F e r r i e r 

The date o f t h i s f i r s t c o u n c i l was b e l i e v e d by Mr. F e r r i e r to have 
been 1858. 
Mr. F e r r i e r i s s u r v i v e d by a widow, a son , Char les P. F e r r i e r , 
twi-' deugh te rs , Mrs. Lucy O r c u t t and Miss Ger t rude F e r r i e r , end e 
s i s t e r , Mrs. Mary Rowe o f B o i s e , Idaho . 
Funere l s e r v i c e s w i l l be he ld at the res idence Mondey a f te rnoon e t 
t h r e e ' o ' c l o c k , conducted by the Rev. Wi l l iam H. Gardam. 

The above Not ice appeared i n the l o c a l newspaper. 
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Lookina Back 
1B90'a 

1 B90-water first pumped from new uell into new resevoir tower. 
96 pounds pressure at pump required at new Flower Pump. 
(First Annual report of Board of Ulster Commissions) System 
was installed by U.R.Coates Co. 

Meeting held at home of T.L. Towner (303 N. Huro n ) to organize 
Ypsilanti Building Ass o c i a t i o n . 3. N. Wallace, C.M.Hemphill, 
and H.H. Goodwin, Committee. 

1891-Barton House sold at an Auction to F.U. Cleveland for building 
to be cleared by April 18th. (N.iii. Corner Washington & Pearl Streeta 

1891-Michigan-Central began passing out Bouquets to Ladies on Train, 
Began on Trains #10 and* #22. 

In a Diary of the Period, Mrs. S.J.Norton wrote "The Old Methodist 
Church is nearly torn down to make room for the new brick one". 

1892-The work of removing the bodies from Prospect Street Cemetery has 
been completed. Keeley Institute established in Ypsilanti. 

The above items were found in a chronological file compiled by 
Mr. Lewis UI hite * Ypsilenti * s first Historian. 

7 



T h i s i s the f i r s t o f a series of a r t i c l e s written f o r you to read 
and en joy and perhaps to l e a r n a little more about your C i t y Museum, 
T h i s house museum is a w o n d e r f u l example of the Victorian home. I t 
exudes warmth and charm and gives one the feeling it might s t i l l be 
occup ied , p a r t i c u l a r y at special t imes when the house is f i l l e d 
w i th people who c e r e . 

I n the Gleanings this month I am describing the Children's Room 
which i s u p s t a i r s i n the n o r t h e a s t corner of the house. Fu ture 
s r t i c l e s w i l l be w r i t t e n about o ther interesting areas of t h i s 
house. Through these articles we hope to renew your interest end 
mot ivate you to v i s i t us more often. Life in the Victorian Era was 
i n t e r e s t i n g and o f ten e x c i t i n g . 

T h i s p a r t i c u l a r article will t e l l you a l i t t l e about the c h i l d r e n ' s 
room or day nu rae ry . Here the children o f the fami ly p layed and 
were a l lowed to be no isy and move about f r e e l y . The rock ing horse 
wes popu la r , p l ay ing games was fun and dolls were wonder fu l ! 
The c h i l d r e n cou ld p lay "house" and im i t a te fami ly a c t i v i t i e s 
w i t h the d o l l s se rv ing as t h e i r " c h i l d r e n " . 

There are meny toys i n the room. The she lves i n one co rner ho ld 
games and books which were p o p u l a r . Some games are c a l l e d 
Grandma's R i d d l e , Dominoes, P u z z l e s , Grandma's U s e f u l Knowledge, 
F lags and C r a n d a l l ' s Exp ress ion B locks . 



Books and games were treasured by children of this era and were 
treated with care and respect. They were not easily obtained for 
all children.- Much of the content of early books was concerned 
with moral teaching, religion and etiquette until 1865 when Lewis 
Carroll introduced his book Alice in Wonderland. In 1B76 Mark 
Twain published Tom Sawyer followed soon by Huckleberry Finn. 
These books introduced t of children's life and were 
the precedent for fun and nonsense. A few examples of our books 
for children are: Round About Tales, Use Girls and Boys, Teddy  
Bears, Mother Goose and Chidren At Home. 

At the far end of this pleasant room the "nanny" or children's 
nurse is sitting in a racking chair where she can watch over all 
activites. She is a Martha Chase manikin as is the life size 
baby doll she holds in her lap. Martha Oenks Chase was the 
daughter cf a physician. She created dolls beginning in 1B89 
from stockinette and cloth and painted them in ails. Same dolls 
were fully painted and washable and some were designed for use in 
hospital training programs. The children's nurse was very import
ant in the Victorian family. She was responsible for much of the 
children's training especially in large families. 

The dolls in the children's room are reminiscent of the late 1800's 
and early 1900. WE are fortunate to have several china head dolls. 
The heads were made of glazed china with painted hair and faces. 
The hair style of these dolls often helps to identify the approx
imate year they were produced. The bodies*were of cloth or leather 
and the limbs of china or leather. The earliest chins dolls had 
brown eyes. Blue eyes ware popular later. 

Our doll collection also beasts some lovely dolls with heads made 
of bisque(unglazed chins ) . These dolls have wigs and open-close 
eyes and leather bodies. Many of theas dolls were first made in 
Germany and imported by the United States. Some began appearing 
about I860. At first these dolls were made in Germany in homes 
with the whole family involved. This was later expanded to a 
cottage industry where one family painted faces, another made 
bodies, others stuffed and sewed, while another family costumed 
the dolls. Eventually factories opened employing the hometown 
specialists. Patents were obtained end competition grew. In our 
children's playroom the dolls are having a tea party with tiny 
cups and saucers of china made especially for their little hands. 

We are also fortunate to have Flossie in our doll family. She 
was made only in the year 1873-1874. She was created of hard 
rock maple, has mortise and tenon joints and metal hands and 
feet. She is dressed appropriately according to the late 1800's. 
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There ere several items of doll furniture to help s little girl 
play house such as a Schoenhut piano introduced about 1B72, 
several doll cradles and a dresser with a mirror. 

Boys were interested in outdoor play and you can see examples 
such as ice skates and s l e d s . The skates were made of wood and 
leather. Toy Wagons, blocks, tin soldiers, a drum and some hand 
made marbles are also exhibited. Toy vehicles such as trucks and 
fire engines were made of tin and iron. Noah's Ark waa a popular 
toy. We now have two on exhibit one from the" lete 1800 and 
another one early 1900. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading about the Children's Room in the 
Museum. 

Come and visit us soon. See for yourself the wonderful artifacts 
we have eccumulated within the Museum for you to enjoy. 

Marjorie Gauntlett 



|[ Acquisitions jj 

1 Wooden D o l l 

M isce l laneous D o l l C lo thes 

D o l l , P o r c e l a i n Bowl , 2 Bars 
F e l s Naptha Soap, 2 Bars o f 
Cream Laundry Soap 

Noah's Ark 

Mrs. Bancro f t B r i en 

M r s . Ralph Muncy 

Mrs. Marlene Berr 

Mr. & MRs. H. Berg 

Bronze Plaque from Y p s i l a n t i 
Sav ings Bank 
1 Horsman D o l l 
1 I d e a l D o l l 

E.M. U. Ca lsndsr 1903 
(Mich igan Normal Schoo l ) 
1 Beer Bat t le -Hock Brewery 

Mr. Geyle DesPrSz 

Mrs. M. G e u n t l e t t 

Mr. Earnest G r i f f i n 

1-1B80 Corn S h e l l e r made 
by P h i l o F e r r i e r & Sons 

Obte ihed by Earnes t G r i f f i n 
and 3sck M i l l e r 

11 



Neus from the Archives Office: 
Greetings to All; 

It uon't be long before Spring will be here, the ice and snou 
will be gone and ue shell look forward to the aphids and weeds 
in our gardens, But at least that won't be slippery uhich brings 
to your attention "the Gleanings is not late we just missed an 
edition as I slipped on the ice and broke my arm." I am doing 
fine. Mr dependable assemblers (Frank & Renee Burgess) stopped 
twice to see if uork uas to be completed. All I could say uas 
as soon as I can get to it. One step ahead and two behind, 
uell the world goes on and we shall continue onuard and foruard. 

You uill find a notice on DUES in your Gleanings, please fill 
it out and send them is as soon as possible. Some have sent 
them in already and we certainly thank you for that. 

Ue have had several visitors from our of town thet is doing 
research. It hss been a busy time uhich is s little unusual 
for this time of the year. 

Grace Cornish just showed me a beautiful hand mads lace fan. 
She ia in uorking on the fan display today. Do come end see 
them. Wouldn't it be wonderful if ue used, fans today like 
they used to use. Where uould one get one end uhat a price 
ue uould have to pey. Our Valentine display is still in place. 

Marge hss some very nice articles for sale in the Gift Shop. 
Don't forget Eester ia coming and she hes some bunnies and 
Easter gifts. 

As I look out my window the squirrels are chasing each other in 
the snou and chasing the birds auay from the feeders. Hang on 
birds your day will come. 

We are sorry to say the Karl Tunnicliffe died on November 20,1989. 
Mr. Tunnicliffe waa a dedicated member of the Society and Museum 
for many years. Betty, his daughter died on the 23rd of Februery, 
1990. Betty was also a member of the Society snd had been a 
decent since returning from Celifornia several years ago to take 
care of her father. We have some articles for dolls thet she had 
knit. We will miss them both. 

Da drop in to see the displays in the Museum. 

Billie Zolkosky 
Archivist 
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MUSEUM ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Grace Corn i sh V i r g i n i a Davis 

Mar jo r i e Gaun t l e t t E i l e e n Har r i son 

Kathryn Houard Be t ty Kerr 

Ann McCarthy B i l l i e b lardel l 

Do r i s M i l l i m a n , Chairman 
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Oack C. Miller 
710 Helen 

Herbert Cornish 
830 W. Clark Road 

Billie Zolkoaky 
1565 S. Congress #28 

William Esly 
B448 Winters Lane- Whitmore Lake, Mich 
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Marjorie Gauntlett 
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Rex Richie 
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Peter Fletcher 
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4B3-1876 
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