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Y P S I L A N T I GLEANINGS 

E V E N T S A T THE MUSEUM F O E FEBRUARY AND M A R C H 

F E B R U A R Y 

FE3RUARY 1 1 t h - at the Museum - two u n t i l four 

DIANE A N D E R S O N W I L L HOLD A V A L E N T I N E M A K I N G PARTY 
WHICH W I L L BE H E L D E S P E C I A L L Y FOR CHILDREN - a d u l t s 
i n v i t e d . 

FEBRUARY l8th at the Museum - three u n t i l five 

AT THIS GENERAL M E E T I N G OF OUR SOCIETY R U T H R E Y N O L D S 
W I L L SPEAK ON AND A N S W E R QUESTIONS A B O U T - V I C T O R I A N 
COSTUMING T H R O U G H O U T THE DAY - W H A T MILADY WORE 
M O R N I N G , N O C H AND N I G H T . RUTH W I L L USE AS EXAMPLES 
THE CLOTHES PROK OUR COLLECTION. 

MARCE 
MARCH 18th at the M u s e u m - three u n t i l five 

A T THIS GENERAL M E E T I N G T H E " S W E E T A D E L I N E " S I N G I N G 
GROUP WILL E N T E R T A I N WITH A MEDLEY CF EARLY A M E R I C A N 
SONGS FOR THE F I R S T P A R T OF THE P R O G R A M AND A SING-
A - L O N G FOR THE S E C O N D . 

MARCH 25th at the M u s e u m - two u n t i l four 

ESTHER ENSIGN, JANE SALCAU AND JANE B I R D WILL D E M O N 
STRATE FOR A L L A G E S J U S T HOW TO D E C O R A T E EGGS FOR 
EASTER. 



YPSILANTI GLEANINGS 

We are Indebted to Alan and Harriet Stevart for allowing 
us to reproduce the three interesting and unusual letters 
written by Alan's great great ~rand uncle during the period 
of the Revolutionary War. 

Janes Heron was born in 1752 in Wigtonshire, Scotland and 
died in Richmond, Virginia in 1301, When a boy he was 
apprenticed tc an uncle who operated an mercantile business 
in Glasgow and when James came to America in 1771 he con-
tine in that business along the southern eastern coast. These 
letters are written fron Talbot County, Maryland. 

LETTERS OF JAMES HERON 

Talbot County, Md., June 1 7 7 5 

Lear Brother J: 

I have been for sone tine locking for letters fron ny father, 
A. McGuiland and you but to no purpose- ware you to send your 
letters to the care of sone persons in Glasgow they could be 
forwarded to ne by Spiers, French & Co 1s shipping every 2 or 
3 weeks who cone vithin a few miles of re, or had you succ
eeded in what I reconnended in ny forner letters, getting 
franks, you nip-lit send ne letters free every month. Concerning 
nyself, I have only to advise you that I an as well, as fat 
and as strong as ever I was in ny life. Pork and homies 
(broken Indian corn fry'd) agree as well with ny constitution 
as pork in beaten potatoes. Hitherto business has done pretty 
well but in consequence of the nonimportation every person in 
Trade in this County will te idle in a few months and how long 
we nay continue we know not. 

Your having heard no doubt of the trouble and confusion of 
this Country has perhaps nay you anxious to know in what 
situation we are in. Certain acts of the British Parlianent 
since his Majestys' accession having been deen'd unjust and 
an infringenent of the People of Aneriea, a Congress cf 
Representatives chosen by the people cf each Colony was held 
in Philadelphia last fall. They drew up a state of their 
grievances, petitioned his Majesty for redress and associated 
to stand by one another (in case sone of the Acts should be 
attempted to be opposed by military forces in any of the 
Colonys), to defend their Lives, Liberty and Property, but 
instead of the Prayer of their petition being granted a 
greater number of ships and troops was ordered to America.to 
compel the people to subnit to the obnoxious acts, and some 
Americans declared to be. in active rebellion. 

Since the Fall in consoqutao^ of the prooe^dinfjs of the 
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Congress the p e o p l e all over the continent have formed 
t h e m s e l v e s into ..coripanys and "been l e a r n i n g the M i l i t a r y 
E x e r c i s e s in w h i c h several of the colonies are very e x p e r t . 

The l p t h of A p r i l a body of about one t h o u s a n d soldiers was 
o r d e r e d hy G e n e r a l G a ^ e , Governor of the M a s s a c h u s e t t s Bay 
Colony to m a r c h into the country and destroy a quantity of 
w a r l i k e stores p r o v i d e d by the Colonists in the e x e c u t i o n of 
w h i c h a skirmish happened w h e r e i n the A m e r i c a n s seem to have 
had the b e t t e r , p u r s u i n g the R e g u l a r s for about twenty miles 
till nip-ht p a r t e d ther. and had it not been for a r e i n f o r c e m e n t 
that the soldiers r e c e i v e d about noon it is p r o b a b l e they 
w o u l d have been all cut o f f . The K i n d ' s Troops lost 65 
k i l l e d , 85 w o u n d e d , the P r o v i n c i a l s killed 1*3, w o u n d e d 2 1 . 
This 3 f f a i r is d i f f e r e n t l y r e p r e s e n t e d , some say that the 
soldiers fired first u p o n the country p e o p l e and that what 
they did was in c o n s e q u e n c e of the A m y being the a g r e s s o r s , 
others the c o n t r a r y . The country w a s p r e t t y a g i t a t e d for above 
one h u n d r e d n i l e s from the a c t i o n , the p e o p l e had got in arms 
rand w e r e n a r c h i n ? to assist their L r e t h e r n b e f o r e they could 
b e informed that their presence was not necessary, (l) 

The last post brought us an account t h a t . t h e Forts of T i c e n -
deroga and Crcwnpoint have b e e n s u r p r i s e d . a n d taken by a bciy 
of C o l o n i a l s , they being a p p r e h e n s i v e that an army of Canad
ians w a s i n t e n d e d to be sent against t h e n . ( 2 ) These forts 
secure the only p a s s w h e r e b y they could cone to New England 
by land. 

We are also i n f o r n e d by last post that the inhabitants of 
New Y o r k beinp- i n f o r m e d that a n a m y was on p a s s a g e for that 
place had r e q u e s t e d the advise cf C o n g r e s s now sittinp- at 
P h i l a d e l p h i a w h e t h e r they should not oppose their landing and 
what they thourht n e c e s s a r y tc be d o n e . It w a s : " B e c o n n e n d e d  
for the present that if the troops w h i c h are expected should  
a r r i v e the said Colony be on the d e f e n s i v e , so lonp as nay  
be consistant w i t h their safety and security; that the Troops  
be p e r m i t t e d to r s n a i n in the B a r r a c k s , so long as they b e - + 
have p e a c e a b l y and f r i e n d l y , but that they be not s u p p o s e to  
erect F o r t i f i c a t i o n s , or take any steps for cutting off the  
c o n n u n i c a t i o n s b e t w e e n town, and c o u n t r y , and that if they  
conit h o s t i l i t i e s or invade p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , the inhabitants  
should defend their p r o p e r t y and r e p e l force by force - that  
the w a r l i k e stores be removed fron t h e town and that place  
of r e t r e a t in case cf n e c e s s i t y be p r o v i d e d for the w o m e n  
and children of New Y o r k , and that a sufficient nunber of g e n  
b e embodied and kept in constant r e a d i n e s s for p r c t e c t i n p the  
i n h a b i t a n t s fron insult and i n r i u r y n T ~ 

P e r h a p s I nay n a k e a v o y a g e to S c o t l a n d if our disputes with 
the Mother Country are not scon settled (3) - w h i c h I hope 
they w i l l but I fear the w o r s t . 
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We are now in a state of .Teat c o n f u s i o n . The law has lost 
its dignity and force "by the a p p o i n t m e n t cf committees w h i c h 
are' above the law in some substance having the p o p u l a c e u p o n 
their side. In scr.e Colonies nothing is allowed to "be done 
in the Courts except on Criminal b u s i n e s s and u p o n a t t a c h 
m e n t s . 

Upon lookinn- over u y letter I find that I've run tc a m u c h 
greater length upon p o l i t i c a l m a t t e r s t h a n I thought I had, 
but my paper is lari'e arid the i n s e r t i o n of them my p e r h a p s 
save you the t r o u b l e of reading something w o r s e . 

Our c r o p s , especially wheat are likely to be very g o o d , but 
if these troubles continue a preat part of it w i l l likely 
rot upon our hancls as we w i l l not be allowed to export i t . 

A l t h o u g h this letter is directed to y o u I desire my father 
and Andrew M c G i l l to see it as it is w r o t e to them l i k e w a y s . 
I thought it needless to put them to the expense of p o s t a g e 
h a v i n ^ nothing i n t e r e s t i n g to them to communicate but as it 
affects me - write to me always cf a l l your affairs - my 
compliments tc all friends - I am very s i n c e r e l y , 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e B r o t h e r 
James H e r o n 

+++++++++++ 

( 1 ) From TEE WOELL ALMANAC B O C K OF FACTS 1 9 7 8 
Paul Revere and W i l l i a m Bawes on the night of A p r i l 1 8 , 
r o d e to alert Samuel A d a m s and John H a n c o c k at L e x i n g t o n 
and others that 700 B r i t i s h w e r e on the w a y to Concord to 
destroy a r m s . At L e x i n g t o n , M a s s . , A p r i l 1 9 the M i n u t e m e n 
lost 8 k i l l e d , 10 w o u n d e d . On r e t u r n fron Concord the 
harassed B r i t i s h lost 2 7 3 . (Battle of Concord B r i d g e ) 

(2) Colonel E t h a n A l l e n (Joined by Colonel Benedict A r n o l d ) 
captured Fort T i c o n d e r o g a and also C r o w n p o i n t , 

( 3 ) James did r e t u r n to Scotland twice - dates u n k n o w n . It 
w o u l d be i n t e r e s t i n g to read his letters about those t r i p s . 

+++++++++ 

Talbot County,August 1 , 1 7 7 5 

My Bear F a t h e r : 

Since my last letter I have not had the p l e a s u r e of r e c e i v i n g 
from you and the time is now fast a p p r o a c h i n g v h e n I can 
scarce expect to r e c e i v e a n y . 

Our c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h every other part of the W o r l d w i l l 
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cease on the 1 0 t h of this r.onth, the Colonies fron Nev 
H a m p s h i r e to G e o r g i a i n c l u s i v e having r e s o l v e d not to have 
any m e r c a n t i l e c o n n e c t i o n v i t h B r i t a i n , Ireland and the West 
Indies after that t i m e , and the P a r l i a m e n t h a v i n g passed a 
h i l l r e s t r a i n i n g them from t r a d i n g v i t h any p l a c e e l s e . I 
am afraid it v i l l deprive n e of the p l e a s u r e of your letters 
for some t i n e , and of all other i n t e l l i g e n c e from S c o t l a n d . 
If t h e r e should he an o p p o r t u n i t y , I hope y o u v i l l not let 
it slip, •« •' 

T r a d e is nov near an end. I have still a fev goods on hand. 
When they are sold and n y debts c o l l e c t e d , I v i l l be idle 
'till t h e r e is a change of times v h i c h I and every good man 
a r d e n t l y v i s h e s f o r , 

I have sone t h o u g h t s of m a k i n g a v o y a g e to S c o t l a n d in the 
Spring if I can n a k e it c o n v e n i e n t l y . It d e p e n d s upon net
ting in m y d e b t s , prccurinr- p a s s a g e and other c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
If the tines had b e e n " a s - u s u a l I vculd not have thought of 
a-jaunt to S c o t l a n d for sone tine u n t i l my p u r s e had been 
h e a v i e r . 

His M a j e s t y ' a m y to the a m o u n t , . b y our best a c c o u n t s , of 
about t v e l v e thousand are in B o s t o n and in C h a r l e s t o v n about 
a m i l e fron the entrenched and f o r t i f i e d , and the A m e r i c a n 
A m y of about tventy five t h o u s a n d are so e n t r e n c h e d v i t h i n 
little distance of then as to prevent their having any com
m u n i c a t i o n v i t h the c o u n t y . In this s i t u a t i o n it is likely 
things v i l l r e n a i n for this s e a s o n . It is not p r o b a b l e the 
rer-ulars v i l l a t t a c k the A m e r i c a n s and they v i l l not be a t 
tacked by t h e n . 

Since n y last letter there has b e e n but one b a t t l e v h e r e i n 
the A m e r i c a n s ,-rave around but the B r i t i s h m a i n t a i n e d m o r e 
loses in m e n . W e have frequent account of squabbles betveen 
small p a r t i e s on each side but none are of m u c h c o n s e q u e n c e . 
T h e r e are fev men on this continent fit to tear arms' that 
are not. t r a i n e d for the n i l i t i a . 

I an v e r y anxious to hear v h e t h e r your h e a l t h renains gcod. 
If it is y o u should be very c a r e f u l to p r e s e r v e it that your 
a f t e r n o o n of life be as a g r e e a b l e as our present state vill 
admit - of which, is the fervert prayer dear father o f , 

your d u t i f u l s o n , 
Janes Heron 

T a l b o t , M d . 2b N o v . 1 7 7 7 

My Bear B r o t h e r : 

Hov happy I should be if instead of w r i t i n g to y o u at this 
distance I had but as l o u r of your company as I shall take 
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to w r i t e this letter, 

A friend of n i n e going to F r a n c e I serve the o c c a s i o n to 
send you this w h i c h he p r o m i s e s to put in a w a y to r e a c h 
y o u , I judge of your a n x i e t y to hear fron ne by the p l e a s u r e 
it would give to n e to hear fron y o u . 

This u n h a p p y war having r e d u c e d n e to idleness I an n o r e 
weary of than ever I was of employment and w i l l soon be 
obliged to enter into some kind of b u s i n e s s again as w e l l 
for amusement, as p r o f i t . 

It is n e e d l e s s to inform y o u that Burgoyne was sometime ago 
defeated and t a k e n w i t h all his army, (l) 

Howe has P h i l a d e l p h i a . From his seeming d e t e r m i n a t i o n to 
stay there and W a s h i n g t o n ' s to dislodge him we expect tc see 
them exert ther.selves to the utmost this w i n t e r and spring 
to execute t h e i r p u r p o s e s , (2) 

Of these things no doubt the p a p e r s inform y o u . The w a r 
gets hotter and peace seems further removed t h a n it did at 
the b e g i n n i n g of the d i s p u t e . 

Remember m e in the mcst a f f e c t i o n a t e m a n n e r to my f a t h e r , 
sisters and f r i e n d s , I w i s h l o n g to hear from y o u , 

A s e v e r , 
James Heron 

( 1 ) A m e r i c a n s beat back B u r g o y n e at Bemis Eeights October 
(near S a r a t o g a ) and cut off B r i t i s h escape r o u t e . B u r g o y n e 
surrendered 5,000 men at S a r a t o g a , Hew Y o r k , October 1 7 , 1 7 7 7 
(Fr; THE W O R L D ALMANAC B O O K OF FACTS 1 9 7 8 ) 

(2) Howe d e f e a t e d W a s h i n g t o n near B r a n d y w i n e C r e e k , P a . , Sept 
1 1 , 1 7 7 7 and occupied P h i l a d e l p h i a . Congress m o v e d to 
L a n c a s t e r , P a . Inclusive b a t t l e of G e r m a n t o w n , P a . , Oct, h, 
W a s h i n g t o n ' s army wintered at V a l l e y F o r g e , P a . 

France r e c o g n i z e d i n d e p e n d e n c e of 13 C o l o n i e s , signed treaty 
of aid w i t h B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n , Silan D e a n e , A r t h u r Lee on 
February 6 , 1 7 7 8 . Sent fleet under A d m i r a l d ' E s t a i g n , 
B r i t i s h e v a c u a t e d P h i l a d e l p h i a in c o n s e q u e n c e June 1 8 . 
(Fr: TEE' W O R L D ALMANAC B O O K OF FACTS 1 9 7 8 ) 
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Continuing our plan to include in "Gleanings" biographical 
information on local families we thought this letter concern
ing the fanily of the late Joseph Thonpson interesting for 
inclusion in this issue because of the nention of the"Boston 
Tea Party". 

+++++++ 

February 5 , 1 9 0 9 

Frank T. Enerson: 

Your letter was handed to the writer for an answer. I have 
a chart of the Thonpson family. My oldest grandfather was 
Alexander who had land granted to hin in York, Maine in 
1 7 0 1 . He had a brother who had land granted him in 1 7 0 6 and 
another brother who settled in Saco, Maine, William Thonpson 
settled in lover, Hew Eanpshire. 

I found in the Detroit Public Library an account of a Thonpson 
who cane over in the Mayflower as a hired nan. 

I have no chart of the Enerson fanily but a history. My 
p-randnother was a Simpson vho narried an Enerson and lived 
at York, Maine, Scoland Parish. There vere 6 children; 
Henry, W i H i a n , Oliver, Mary, Hannah and Mercy,(who was ny 
nether). My nether lived vith a Een Sinpscn vho had been a 
'Liberty Boy' and one vho heaved the tea overboard into the 
Boston Harbor, Ben vas a bricklayer. 

My nother often said she vas related to Ralph Waldo. 

Henry (oldest brother of nother) settled at Castine, Maine; 
William (2nd brother) vas drown in Boston Harbor vith a 
number of merchants vhen on a fishinp excursion, Oliver (3rd 
brother) vas the father of John 0 . Enerson, founder of the 
Enerson Shoe Co. 

Grandsons of Henry & Catherine vere in Business in Boston. 
One has a grocery vithin a block of U.S. Hotel. Another one 
is a bock publisher in Boston, Charles, prandson on Oliver, 
managed the R.G». Grover Co. one - I think a son-in-lav of 
Grover. You can find hin at their store in Boston. The 
Enersons v e r e all v e r y capable p e o p l e and pood business nen, 

I vas born ir. Ypsilanti in 1033 , My father settled here in 
1823, vent back East and narried ny nother in 1335. My Aunt 
Hannah had narried Hiran Thonpson previously and settled here 
in 1339. These two fanilies being all that cane West. In 
135^ I vent East and rode on Frencnt Street in the first 
horse car that vas nav then in Boston. I narried a Miss 
Cooper. All together I have lived in the N.E. about 3 years. 



B i o g r a p h i c a l "bits (con't) 

m o s t l y in Y o r k , M a i n e a n d N o r t h w o c d , S e w H a m p s h i r e . I 
have been in bu s i n e s s here in Y p s i l a n t i since I was l6 
year s old. We have three sons and m y son B e n , w h o w r o t e 
tc y o u has t h r e e . Making seven Thompsons a l l in b u s i n e s s 
t o g e t h e r . Y o u could p r o b a b l y find in your B o s t o n L i b r a r y 
twice m o r e than I have w r i t t e n . This l e t t e r is l o n g - w i n d e d . 
I w i s h I knew m o r e of the E m e r s o n family - . 

y o u r s , t r u l y , 
Oliver E. Thom p s o n 

+++++++++++++++ 

BITS A N D PIECES FROM TEE A R C H I V E S 

From a letter Of W i l l i a m A . Fletcher dated U / 3 0 / 6 2 to his 
brother F o s t e r : 

Old Henry C l a r k , Guy's f a t h e r , used to say that the P r e s 
byterian Church after its face lifting ( I 8 9 8 ) put him in 
min d of a fel l o w w e a r i n g a plu g h a t , a pair of o v e r a l l s 
and a pair of patent leather s h o e s . He rat h e r ignored the 
bea u t i f u l new w i n d o w s in t h e body of the church w h i c h w e r e 
protected by o p a q u e glass c o v e r i n g them on the o u t s i d e . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n helps verify that I898 was t h e y e a r the 
Tiffany M e m o r i a l w i n d o w s were i n s t a l l e d in the First P r e s 
b y t e r i a n C h u r c h . W i l l i a m A. Fletcher was age -thirteen in 
that year. Church e x p e n d i t u r e s for that year list " g l a s s " 
but no m e n t i o n of what kind, 

+++++++++++++ 

From THE TRUE DEMOCRAT - F r i d a y m o r n i n g , January 6, I 8 6 5 

F I R E - A NARROW E S C A P E - Tuesday m o r n i n g a fire o c c u r e d in 
Dr. Gerry's o f f i c e over the 1st N a t i o n a l B a n k at k o ' c l o c k . 
A M r , W i l l i a n S h e l d o n and F r a n k J o s l i n were sleeping in 
the b a n k . When p r o v i d e n t i a l l y they woke u p . The fire 
w a s already u n d e r w a y and had bu r n e d so that t h e . c o a l s dropped 
down into the ba n k i n g room. The fire o r i g i n a t e d from a p a n 
of a s h e s , It is unsa f e w h a t e v e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s to le a v e an 
ash pan or p a i l w i t h ashes in it over n i g h t . S t r a n g e a s it 
ma y appear t h e r e is no cistern on Congress S t r e e t , The fire 
w a s put out-b pails r e s o r t i n g to the ne i g h b o r i n g w e l l s , A 
Cistern is -#-sential. A w c r d to the wi s e is sufficientl 



Bits & pieces (continued) 

It nust have "been this fire in the Bank in the b u i l d i n g 
at 130 W . M i c h i g a n (old Congress Street) in 1865 that 
caused the m a k i n g of a big C i s t e r n in the center of South 
W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , 

This big cistern r e m a i n e d u n u s e d and u n k n o w n u n t i l Oct
ober of 1978 when the T e l e p h o n e Company was e x c a v a t i n g 

the street, 

It was an u n u s u a l discovery and caused n u c h excitement 
and s p e c u l a t i o n . Water was pumped into the cistern t h i n k -
in,? it might leak into the b a s e m e n t s of nearby buildings -
and p r o v i n g w h a t we don't knowl None ever did I 

There were other c i s t e r n s . In Depot town there w a s a big 
cistern just the n o r t h side of East Cross just b e f o r e the 
R a i l r o a d . It w a s p r o b a b l y built after the d e v e s t i n g fire 
of 1881 w h i c h d e s t r o y e d the F a r m e r s ' store a n d * o t h e r build
ings in that b l o c k , .,. 

The cistern most frequently put to p r a c t i c a l use was the 
one located on F l o r e n c e Street back of the old High S c h o o l . 
Twice there w a s a serious fire in the High School and in 
190h the clock tower was struck by lightning and the big 
h a n d s o n e steam pumper from the F i r e Department across the 
street w a s put to w o r k pumping water from the c i s t e r n . It 
p r o d u c e d pressure- enough to put a stream of water to the 
top of the tower and so Teat it took two m e n to hold the 
h o s e . 

The old c i s t e r n downtown on S o u t h W a s h i n g t o n Street was 
never needed for a f i r e . No m a j o r fires in the d o w n t o w n 
area u n t i l after 1950, one hundred y e a r s after Y p s i l a n t i ' s 
most d i s a s t r o u s fire in 1851. 



A N N U A L R E P O R T OF THE MUSEUM D I R E C T O R 
Given at the A n n u a l M e e t i n g of the Society on January 
t w e n t y - f i r s t , 1 9 7 9 . 

A n o t h e r s u c c e s s f u l year has passed for the Y p s i l a n t i H i s 
torical M u s e u i w i t h over tvo thousand v i s i t o r s signing the 
puest hook during the y e a r . The C h r i s t m a s Open H o u s e for 
the Community swelled that number by about two h u n d r e d , 
for at least that many p e r s o n s attended that e v e n t . 

Scout T r o o p s , Brownies and Bluebirds have had guided tours 
as w e l l as classes from five local s c h o o l s , n a m e l y : A r d i s , 
A d a n s , C h a p e l l e , W o o d r u f f and the Apostalic C h r i s t i a n S c h o o l . 
The latter school sent its honor students as a reward and 
it seemed as if the w h o l e s c h o o l came, A class from Fastern 
M i c h i g a n v i s i t e d us and another is scheduled to come in t h e 
near f u t u r e , E t h e l O'Connor a r r a n g e s for competent guides 
for t h e s e g r o u p s . 

In c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the Public L i b r a r y , v e hosted a group 
from the W a s h t e n a w G e n e a l o g i c a l S o c i e t y at w h i c h time our 
r e s o u r c e s were explained to them. Among the o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
who have met or visited here this year a r e : The G a r d e n Club, 
the P . O . E . , A . A . U . W . , a c o m m i t t e e from the R o t a r y Club and 
the D.A.R. It might be m e n t i o n e d here that a member of the 
New England H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w a s among those who visited 
the M u s e u m this y e a r . 

Eighteen states and three foreign countries w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , 
with C a l i f o r n i a and A r i z o n a leading in numbers - C a l i f o r n i a 
seven and A r i z o n a four. 

Our Sponsored Church Tour in J u n e , w h i l e not as s u c c e s s f u l 
as we m i g h t have w i s h e d , was v e r y w o r t h w h i l e and w e a p p r e c 
iate the fine c o o p e r a t i o n of the churches i n v o l e d . W e are 
i n d e b t e d , t o o , to Arthur Howard who l a d e a t t r a c t i v e p o s t e r s 
for u s . The tour was really a rare o p p o r t u n i t y for the 
community to visit the c h u r c h e s and to learn something about 
them. 

A m e m o r i a l gift was riven this year for A l b e r t Barrett who 
passed away in F r e b r u a r y at his home in P a r i s , T e n n e s s e e , 
He and his w i f e , H e l l , w e r e interested and d e p e n d a b l e w o r k e r s 
when t h e y r e s i d e d in this c i t y . W i t h m o n e y from f r i e n d s , 
r e l a t i v e s and from the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee an a n t i q u e 
brass c a n d e l e a b r a was i n s t a l l e d in the 'XZhite' room, M r s . 
A l a n Stewart m a d e the a r r a n g e m e n t s for this p r o j e c t . 

W e are a l w a y s grateful for the m a n y devoted v o l u n t e e r s and 
helpers who keep the museum open for the public each w e e k e n d , 
and who can a l w a y s be depended on to help w i t h v i s i t i n g 
g r o u p s . 



Report of Museum D i r . p g ^ t w o 

The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee m e e t s m o n t h l y to plan ac
t i v i t i e s . The loyal m e m b e r s of this committee a r e : -

Ethel O'Connor is in charge of sc h e d u l i n g v o l u n t e e r s . 
Flora Block is the laison v i t h the s c h o o l s . 
Deci Howard is'the keeper of the p l a n t s in the so l a r i u m 
and in other r o o m s . Her efforts v i t h an herb garden v e r e 
d e s t r o y e d by a city w o r k e r who didn't know he w a s n ' t cutting 
g r a s s ! 
Eileen H a r r i s o n is the maker of our best s e l l e r - t h e Clothes 
Pin D o l l s . She is also in charge of the selling c a s e . 
A n n M c C a r t h y makes the plans and supervises the S p e c i a l 
Events that are held h e r e . A V a l e n t i n e m a k i n g session w i l l 
be held in F e b r u a r y and an Egg D e c o r a t i n g Bee before E a s t e r . 
A n n also comes to the M u s e u m tvo days each w e e k as an 
A s s i s t a n t to the D i r e c t o r . 
Harriet Stewart supervises the c l e a n e r s v ho come each m o n t h , 
and also helps set up exhibits in the c a s e s . 
Dorothy D i s b r o w is the competent secretary and is the ever 
w i l l i n g planner and h e l p e r . 
Poster Fletcher joined u s this year and off e r s s u g g e s t i o n s 
to u s . 

W h i l e not a m e m b e r of the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e , a n o t h e r 
person who should be mentioned is R u t h Reynolds vho acts 
as custodian of the clothing c o l l e c t i o n . She is a v o l u n t e e r 
from R.S.V.P, w ho comes each T u e s d a y m o r n i n g . The F e b r u a r y 
m e e t i n g of the Soc i e t y will f e a t u r e R u t h as the speaker at 
w h i c h time she w i l l talk about some of our h o l d i n g s . 

There a r e several Society m e m b e r s who a r e always w i l l i n g 
to help w h e n e v e r ealled upon - - Carl S c h e f f l e r , A r t h u r Howard 
A l a n S t e w a r t , LaVern Howard and W i l l i a m M c C a r t h y , These 
men d e s e r v e s p e c i a l K f n t i o n s p e c i a l t h a n k s . 

F i n a l l y , it has been a gratifying year for the d i r e c t o r , 
•who when she took the j o b , did it as a temporary a s s i g n m e n t . 
It has been a pleasant a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the above m e n t i o n e d 
group w i t h o u t whom could not function as we do, 

Doris M i l l i m a n 
Museum D i r e c t o r 
Y p s i l a n t i H i s t o r i c a l Museum 



A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee 
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MEMBER OF TEE A D M I N I S T R A T I V E COMMITTEE — 

Harriet Stewart (Mrs. A l a n ) , is our featured member of 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee this m o n t h . 

She has been on the Committee since its o r g a n i z a t i o n 
in 1971 and is an i n v a l u a b l e w o r k e r . 

Harriet s u p e r v i s e s the c l e a n e r s who come each m o n t h and 
a l l v a r i o u s h o u s e k e e p i n g chores here at the M u s e u m , She 
also assists w i t h s p e c i a l exhibits and is ever alert for 
p e o p l e who have c o l l e c t i o n s to put on d i s p l a y . 

Both Harriet and A l a n a r e avid a n t i q u e c o l l e c t o r s . Their 
great interest is in the c o l l e c t i n g of ' p r i m a t i v e s ' but 
they have m a n y other a n t i q u e s besides t h o s e . They a r e 
a l w a y s very g e n e r o u s in sharing their collections - by 
a l l o w i n g them to be d i s p l a y e d at the M u s e u m so that v e 
m a y all enjoy them, 

Harriet is a g r a d u a t e of M o m o u t h C o l l e g e in M o m o u t h , 
I l l i n o i s , and served as C h i l d r e n ' s L i b r a r i a n for the 
County Library system t h e r e after her g r a d u a t i o n . 

F o l l o w i n g her m a r r i a g e to Ala she w a s L i b r a r i a n in 
Forest H i l l s , a suburb of P i t t s b u r g h , P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

The Stewarts cane.to Ypsilanti in 1942 and Alan then worked 
fcr the Ford M o t o r Company as a M a t e r i a l Handling E n g i n e e r , 
The Stewarts have two sons who live in this a r e a , 

Harriet has also served as P r e s i d e n t of the Thrift S h o p 
and of the W o m a n s ' A s s o c i a t i o n of the P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h . 

The M u s e u m is i n d e b t e d to b o t h Harriet and Alan for the 
m a n y hours of time they have spent here w o r k i n g . A l a n 
is also a former P r e s i d e n t of the H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 

++++++++++«-++++ 

We have had an excellent r e s p o n s e to our r e q u e s t that y o u 
(and y o u r f r i e n d s ) use the M u s e u m facilities to show off 
your collections in our c a s e s . Case d i s p l a y s b e f o r e the 
Christmas h o l i d a y s , over the h o l i d a y s and at present a r e 
from p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s . 
W e would also be i n t e r e s t e d in d i s p l a y i n g c o l l e c t i o n s w h i c h 
your children would be willing to ehare with u s . 
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THANK Y O U -

Grace C o r n i s h (Mrs, H e r b e r t ) has been in c h a r g e of the 
r e f r e s h m e n t s this year and the food served was indeed 
r e f r e s h i n g and d i f f e r e n t . Her efforts as w e l l as those 
of her husband have been a p p r e c i a t e d . 
Thank you also to o t h e r s who have contributed r e f r e s h 
ments for the m o n t h l y m e e t i n g s . 

R E P O R T F R O M THE A N N U A L B U S I N E S S M E E T I N G -
January 21, 1979 

W i l l i a m Edmunds has finished his term as P r e s i d e n t for 
the Society and Car3. S c h e f f l e r his as former P r e s i d e n t , 
and a p p o i n t e d member as Budget C h a i r m a n , Their d e e i -
c a t i o n is a p p r e c i a t e d . 

Two new m e m b e r s w e r e elected to the B o a r d : R e n e Burgess 
and Stanley H a r b i s o n , 

Three Board members are starting their second term: Herbert 
C o r n i s h , William Riccobono and P h o e b e M i l l e r . 

At a brief Board m e e t i n g f o l l o w i n g the m e e t i n g Herbert 
C o r n i s h accented the p o s i t i o n as P r e s i d e n t and William 
R i c c o b o n o a- V i c e P r e s i d e n t . 

The Board Consists of the following p e o p l e : 

Herbert Cornish 
W i l l i a m R i c c o b o n o 
M i c h a e l P h i l b i n 
F r a n k B u r g e s s 
S t a n l e y Harbison 
Phoebe Miller 
Rene Burgess 

Foster F l e t c h e r - C i t y Historian 
Doris M i l l i m a n - M u s e u m Director 
Dorothy D i s b r o w - S e c , & Archivist 
LaVern H o w a r d - A p p o i n t e d member 

as Chairmain of B u i l d i n g s , 



Y P S I L A N T I GLEANINGS 

A very c o r d i a l w e l c o m e to our new m e m b e r s -

B O E L T E R , BeEtte 
1 6 9 5 Cliff's Landing #202 
Y p s i l a n t i 

B I C K E R S O N , M a r g a r e t 
8655 K i n g s t o n Court 
Y p s i l a n t i 

B R O O K S , W. W i l f r e d , 
1 0 1 2 W a s h t e n a w 
Y p s i l a n t i , 

M r . & - M r s .WILLIAMSON, F.B., Dr. & Mrs 
922 P l e a s a n t 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Drive 

R E C E N T A C Q U I S I T I O N S 

Miss Eileen H a r r i s o n 
310 Florence 

O r i g i n a l m o l d for the Y p s i l a n t i 
m e d a l l i o n . 

K e n n e t h M a c B o n a l d 
1 2 6 3 Elmwood Br. 
(In m e m o r y of the late 
M a r y M a c B o n a l d ) 

Express w a g o n - about forty 
y e a r s old. 

Lawrence Ogden 
2020 Collegewcoa 

Sid p o s t a l of the Water T o w e r . 

Miss Ada Holmes 
1 5 7 3 S.Congress 

E i g h t e e n old postals - scenes 
of Y p s i l a n t i and "The N o r m a l " 

St A u b i n , Fred W. 
809 E e n o h i l l 

HISTORY M I C H I G A N S T A T E NORMAL 
S C H O O L - pub. 1 8 9 9 



YPSILANT/ HISTORICAL MUSEUM ^ 
2fzo NORTH HURON STAEET Z/PCOOE 4&?7 
YPS/LANT/* MICHIGAN PHONE 3/3 482-4990 
MUSEUM Hou&s FOSTER. FLETCHE/Z~ CITY HJ6T0#/AN. 
Fai-5AT^SuN^r4pK LAREA 5WAZT$ ~ MUSEUM Dmcroz, 




