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YPSILANTI KISTCRICAI SOCIETY 

SECOND ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
OCTOEER 21st, 1979 

at 
ST. JOHN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

410 V. CROSS - YFSILANTI, MICHIGAN 4^197 

DINNER AT FIVE O'CLOCK 

OUR MEMBERS, MR. & M S . CHARLES HAGISR ¥11L GIVE AN 
ILLUSTRATED TALK DESCRIBING THE CHALLENGES AND JOYS 
OF RENOVATING THEIR GREEK REVIVAL KCUSE AT 3401 BERRY 
ROAD, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP. 

THE HAGLER'S PURCHASED THE EZRA LAY HOUSE IN 1966 
AND HAD IT MOVED FROM 1701 E. MICHIGAN TO THE NEW 
LOCATION. THE HOUSE WAS EUILT IN THE EARLY l£OOs 
AND CITED TO EE ONE CF THE FINEST EXAMPLES CF GREEK 
ARCHITECTURE IN THE MIDWEST. 

MR. RAGLER IS PRESIDENT OF THE DETROIT HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF' THE MICHIGAN HISTCRICAI 
SOCIETY. MRS. RAGLER IS CURATOR OF FURNITURE AT THE 
HENRY FORD MUSEUM. 

Tickets must be purchased or reserved before the date 
of the dinner. They may be purchased at the Museum, 
(220 N. Huron) or reserved by phone or purchased by 
mail. 
Museum phone (mornings) 4£2-4990 
You may also call - 4 0 - 5 3 3 6 

463-3236 
463-2929 

Ticket price - $6.50 
Special reduced price for children 

Parking in the church lot. 

OCTOBER 21st, 1979 (Sunday) 
FIVE O'CLOCK 
ST. JOHN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
410 W. CROSS STREET, YPSILANTI 



GENERAL MEETINGS 
and 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
of 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY and MUSEUM 

General Meetings - All on Sundays 
OCTOBER 21st - Second annual dinner meeting - five 
o'clock- St. John Catholic Church - 410 W. Cross. 
Speakers - Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hagler. 

DECEMBER 16th - ALL CITY CHRISTMAS PARTY - at the 
Museum - two o'clock until five, 

JANUARY 20th (19^0) Annual Business Meeting and a 
talk on 'Depot Town' - Mrs. Donald Shankwiler 
three o'clock until five - at the Museum. 

APRIL 20th - Judge Ross V/# Campbell will show slides 
and talk about 'early' Ypsilanti. The meeting will 
be held at the Ladies' Literary Club House - 218 N. 
Washington from three o'clock until five. 

MAY 16th - Picnic at the Museum 

Special Events _ F r o m t w 0 0 « c l o c k ^ t i l four - Museum 
NOVEMBER 11th - Lydia H e a m will demonstrate and 
teach the art of wire sculpture. 

DECEMBER 8 and 9 - Mrs. Patricia Yargcau will display 
her hand-made porceline doll heads and demonstrate 
making them. This program is so popular that wo had 
to make reservations one year in advance. 

FEBRUARY 10th - Diane Anderson will hold her very 
popular valentine making Valentine Party for children 

MARCH 30 - Jane Salcau will once again demonstrate 
the art of decorating eggs in the Ukrainian style. 
Come and decorate an egg yourself! 

Please jot down these dates on your calendar and watch 
for publicity on them in the 'Ypsilanti Press'. 



A CORDIAL WELCOME TO OUR NSIf MEMBERS 

COOPER, L. s Mr. & Mrs. KELLEY, Douglas, Mr. & Mrs, 
Ypsilanti Ann Arbor 

GORLICK, Raymond, Mr. KINNEY family 
Ypsilanti Ann Arbor 

JOHNSON, Warren, Mr. PRICE, Wilma B. 
Port Clinton, Ohio Monroe, Mich. 

SOUTHGATS, Robert T., Mrs. 
Ypsilanti 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 

FLETCHER, Ronald H.,]Vir. HAVIIAND, John, Mir. & Mrs. 
Ann Arbor Orchard Lake, Mich. 

GRIFFIN, Gordon, Mr. KLAUS, Meredith, Dr. 
Ypsilanti Chelsea, Mich. 

IIFE MEMBER 

PUGSLEY, James, R.,Mr. 
Ypsilanti 

DUES 
As of July 1st dues for new members will be as follows. 

$5. per family 
*3. single membership 
$1. student 

Dues for renewal membership will remain $2. until 1/1/19&0 
at which time the above scheduel will go into effect for 
everyone. 

Remains the same. 
10. Contributing 

$ 25. Institutional 
$ 50. Sustaining 
$100. Life 

Dues may be sent directly to the Museum or to: 
Fred Peters, Treasurer 
1206 Westmoorland 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 4^197 

Please notify us if you change your address. 



"G lean ings " - October 1979 

EARLY HISTORY OF THE BANKS OF YPSILANTI 
by Dorothy A . Disbrow 

On A p r i l 1, 1864 the f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e appeared in THE 
YPSILANTI TRUE DEMOCRAT pub l i shed by C . R . P a t t i s o n . The 
name o f the paper was soon changed to THE COMMERCIAL. 

Our readers cannot f a i l l to have no t i ced from our 
a d v e r t i s i n g columns, t ha t we have a BANK in Y p s i l ­
a n t i . A Nat iona l Bank. I t i s a bus iness d e s i d e r ­
atum, such needed in t h i s c i t y . The c o n t r o l l e r s 
of t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n are men o f cha rac te r and a b i l i t y . 
There a r e , in every i n s t a n c e , s u c c e s s f u l bus iness 
men. Men who have made themselves what they a r e , 
by d i n t o f business t a c t and ene rgy . 
The P r e s i d e n t o f the Bank, Asa Dow, i s from Ch i cago , 
a l s o the V i ce P r e s i d e n t , D . L . Q u i r k . They have r e c ­
e n t l y become c i t i z e n s o f our c i t y . Theyhave i n ­
ves ted l a r g e l y i n r e a l es ta te - hence, i n t e r e s t e d in 
the growth o f the p l a c e . 
The c a s h i e r , Mr. Benjamin F o l l e t t , i s a sel f -made 
businessman. For the encouragement o f cur young men, 

. we are t o l d he was once a c a r r i e r boy in a p r i n t i n g 
o f f i c e in Western New Y o r k . He has a s t a t e r e p u t a t ­
ion as a business man. His name, tc any e n t e r p r i s e 
is a s u f f i c i e n t guarantee o f success . 
The D i r e c t o r s c f the Bank a re a l l men o f wel l -known 
f i n a n c i a l soundness. A good Bank is a c r e d i t to any 
community i n a f i n a n c i a l p o i n t o f v i e w . Our merchants 
and bus iness men w i l l c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r i n t e r e s t s by 
p a t r o n i z i n g the Bank, We have f u l l f a i t h t ha t they 
w i l l do i t . As a p roo f t ha t t h i s Bank i s in tended 
fo r a permanent Y p s i l a n t i i n s t i t u t i o n , i t s c o n t r o l l e r s 
have secured fo r i t s use a sp lend id s a f e . I t i s we l l 
worth the i n s p e c t i o n o f the c u r i o u s . I t i s a safe 
w i t h i n a s a f e . The ou ter one stand 6 f e e t h i g h , on 
where there i s a Y a l e ' s Lock , f i r e p r o o f . The doers 
a re adorned w i th p i c t u resque na tu ra l s c e n e r y . I n s i d e 
o f t h i s i s a money or b u r g l e r ' s s a f e , made o f hardened 
s t e e l and i r c n , i n l a y e r s c f d i f f e r e n t s i z e s . Th i s 
i s bu rg la r p r o o f , imperv ious to d r i l l , and i s guarded 
by C o v e r t ' s pa ten t combinat ion l o c k , a t an expense o f 
$250. I t has a h i g h l y f i n i s h e d p la ted hand les . The 
cos t o f the safe is $1,025.00 and weighs 6800 l b s . 

In the same i s s u e , on page f o u r , there i s an adver t i sement 
fo r the F i r s t Nat iona l Bank, which r e a d s : 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF YPSILANTI - c a p i t a l $62,500 -
D i r e c t o r s : A s a Dow, Dan ie l L . Q u i r k , R o b ' t Hemph i l l , 
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C o r n e l i u s C c r n w e l l , Isaac N. C o n k l i n , B e n j . F o l l e t t -
O f f i c e r s - Asa Dow, P r e s i d e n t , D.L.Quirk, V i ce P r e s i ­
den t , Benjamin F o l l e t t , C a s h i e r . 

Y p s i l a n t i , January 5,1864 
Th i s Bank, o rgan i zed under the law 56f Congress i s 
t h i s day opened fo r b u s i n e s s . The d isadvantages which 
business men and o thers have labored under f o r want 
o f s u f f i c i e n t banking Cap i t a l and the dependence we 
have been upon o ther s ta tes f o r a c i r c u l a t i n g medium, 
a re among the inducements the Stockho lders have f o r 
engaging i n t h i s e n t e r p r i s e . With a Board c f D i r e c ­
to rs composed o f success fu l bus iness men, we l l known 
i n the community, and who have a thorough knowledge o f 
the i n t e r e s t s o f our l o c a l i t y , w i t h ample means i n 
c a p i t a l and d e p o s i t s , we th ink we o f f e r assurances o f 
a b i l i t y to conduct a safe and r e l i a b l e banking i n s t i t u ­
t i o n - one tha t w i l l me r i t a f a i r share o f bus iness 
and be e n t i t l e d to the f u l l con f idence o f the p u b l i c . 

TFeasury Department . 
O f f i c e o f the Compt ro l l e r 
o f the Cur rency 
Washington, December 14,1863 

Whereas: 3y S a t i s f a c t o r y ev idence presented to the 
unde rs igned , i t has been made to appear t ha t "The F i r s t 
Nat iona l Bank o f Y p s i l a n t i " i n the county o f Washtenaw 
and State o f Mich igan has been du ly o rgan ized under and 
accord ing to the requi rements o f the ac t o f Congress 
e n t i t l e d , "An Ac t to P rov ide a Na t iona l C u r r e n c y " . 
Secured by a p ledge of the U n i t e d Sta tes Stocks and 
p rov ide f o r the C i r c u l a t i o n -nd Redemption t he reo f 
approved February 24, 1863 a .» has complied w i t h a l l 
the r e v i s i o n s of sa id a c t r e q u i r e d to be complied w i t h 
be fore commencing the business o f bank ing. 
Now t h e r e , I , Hugh M c C u l l o c h , Compt ro l le r o f the Cur ­
r e n c y , do hereby c e r t i f y , t ha t the sa id F i r s t Nat iona l 
Bank c f Y p s i l a n t i , County o f Washtenaw and Sta te o f 
Michigan is a u t h o r i z e d to commence the bus iness o f Bank­
ing under the a c t a f o r e s a i d . In test imony whereof , 
w i tness my hand and seal o f o f f i c e t h i s f o u r t e e n t h day 
o f December. i « 6 3 . 

HUGH MCCULLOCH 
Compt ro l l e r o f the Cur rency 

The Nat iona l Bank was f i r s t loca ted in the f i r s t f l o o r o f 
the b r i c k b u i l d i n g at 130 W. M i c h i g a n . 

From the HISTORY OF WASHTENAW COUNTY by Chapman, (pub l i shed 
1881), we f i n d tha t the BANK OF YPSILANTI was cha r te red by 
a spec ia l ac t o f the L e g i s l a t u r e , approved March 28, 1836. 
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The c o r p o r a t o r s were: Henry Compton, Arden H. B a l l a r d , 
Marcus Lane, Mark N o r r i s , S i l a s French and Grove Spencer , 
w i t h Timothy T r e a d w e l l , P r e s i d e n t and David B a l a n t i n e , 
C a s h i e r . In May o f 1837 Benjamin F o l l e t t became c a s h i e r . 
The c a p i t o l stock cf the bank was $100,000 i n shares o f 
$50 each, o f which ten per cent was payable in spec ie a t 
once and the balance when the d i r e c t o r s might o r d a i n . For 
th ree yea rs t h i s bank c a r r i e d on a l a r g e b u s i n e s s . Mr. 
F. Bogardus, the author o f the a r t i c l e i n t h i s book s a y s : 

Dur ing these three y e a r s , i t was undoubtedly a 
g rea t he lp to the few business men then f l o u r ­
i s h i n g fn ou r young v i l l a g e ; but a t t h i s time the 
s tock changed hands, being c o n t r o l l e d by Lewis 
Goddard and h is a s s o c i a t e s , and the i n s t i t u t i o n , 
a f t e r t h e i r three y e a r ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was i n 
such a c o n d i t i o n t ha t the A t to rney General o f 
the S ta te was ob l i ged to threw i t i n to bankrupcy, 
and wind up i t s b u s i n e s s . 

The next bank to appear i n Y p s i l a n t i was the HURON RIVER 
BANK, o rgan i zed in 1838 under the ' w i l d c a t ' genera l bank­
ing law. The s tockho lde rs were : A. H . B a l l a r d , Henry 
Compton, James M. Ednunds, G i l b e r t Sha t tuck , R ichard E . 
Morse and Leonard Osgood. 

From HISTORY OF BANKING AND BANKS AND BANKERS OF MICHIGAN 
(Vo l 11) by Emery Wende l l , we l ea rn about " w i l d ca t banks" 
and " w i l d ca t bank ing" . A f t e r the War o f 1812 su rveye rs 
came in to f i i ch igan to r e p o r t on the land f o r farming and 
homesteading. The r e p o r t s they sent back desc r ibed Michigan 
as an unbroken s e r i e s o f swamps, bogs and sand dunes w i t h 
v e r y l i t t l e land f i t f o r c u l t i v a t i o n . I t turned out t ha t 
some o f the o l d French s e t t l e r s were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r these 
r e p o r t s . They depended on and l i v e d by the f u r t rade and 
were not anx ious tc have f u r - b e a r i n g animals d r i v e n o f f by 
c u t t i n g down the f o r e s t s f o r farms and v i l l a g e s . When s u r ­
veyors came i n t o the t e r r i t o r y the s e t t l e r s e n t e r t a i n e d 
them h o s p i t a b l y , v o l u n t e e r e d to serve as g u i d e s , and then 
took them i n to almost imposs ib le marshes and sent them away 
w i th a v e r y bad impress ion Gf the c a p a b i l i t i e s o f Mich igan 
as a s e t t l e m e n t . So s o l d i e r s ' bounty lands were loca ted in 
I l l i n o i s and M issou r i and nor the rn Indiana and not i n M i c h i ­
gan . However, the opening o f the E r i e Canal i n 1825 meant 
a change f o r M i c h i g a n . Canal boats connect ing w i t h steamers 
on the l a k e s , made t r a v e l r e l a t i v e l y easy and economica l , 
and the emigrants came swarming i n . In 1810 the popu la t i on 
o f Mich igan was 4,762 and i n 1837 up to 175,169. 

Mr. Wendell s a y s : 

The r a p i d inc rease in p o p u l a t i o n , and the e q u a l l y 



p g . 4 . - O c t . 1979 

r a p i d tak ing up o f l a n d s , aroused a s p i r t o f 
w i l d s p e c u l a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y 1n r e a l e s t a t e . 
I t was not a l l uncommon f c r a specu la to r to 
hunt up a m i l l s i t e , or o the r supposedly good 
l o c a t i o n f o r a v i l l a g e or c i t y , purchase an 
' e i g h t y * o r a qua r te r s e c t i o n from the Govern ­
ment, a t $1,25 per a c r e , make a p l a t showing 
the r i v e r and m i l l s i t e , the water l o t s , a 
pub l i c squa re , a good l o c a t i o n f o r a c o u r t house 
and o the r p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , f o r every paper c i t y 
was to be a county s e a t . Then the p l a t was taken 
around to bus iness men and a d v e r t i s e d in the 
papers and l o t s went o f f a t f i v e to f i t e e n d o l l a r s 
each . Many o f the paper v i l l a g e s and c i t i e s , thus 
l a i d out and so ld a t t ha t t ime, a re swamp and farm 

c lands to t h i s d a y . 

When the L e g i s l a t u r e o f 1837 met in D e t r o i t there were a l ­
ready f i f t e e n c h a r t e r e d banks in the S t a t e . However, the 
cha r te red banks were too c a r e f u l about t h e i r loans and 
s e c u r i t y to s u i t the 'comman man* and these people complained 
the char te red banks were ' s o u l e s s c o r p o r a t i o n s 1 f o r the 
p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s e s . So on March 15, 1837, the "Ac t to O r ­
gan ize and Regulate Banking A s s o c i a t i o n s " was passed . "Under 
t h i s law any twe lve pe rsons , r e s i d e n t s o f the S t a t e , d e s i r ­
ous o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a bank, were a t l i b e r t y to meet, open 
banks and subsc r i be to the c a p i t a l stock o f such bank. A 
m a j o r i t y o f the s u b s c r i b e r s a u t h o r i z e d a c a l l o f a meeting 
f o r choosing o f f i c e r s . At t h i s meeting nine D i r e c t o r s were 
to be chosen by the stock h o l d e r s , a f t e r a l l the p r e l i m ­
i n a r y p r o v i s i o n s o f the Ac t had been complied w i t h , and the 
D i r e c t o r s were a u t h o r i z e d to choose one o f t h e i r number 
PRESIDENT. The s tock ho lde rs were c o n s t i t u t e d a body c o r ­
p o r a t e , s u b j e c t to l i k e genera l laws gover ing i n the o the r 
c o r p o r a t i o n s . A m a j o r i t y o f the D i r e c t o r s were to manage 
the a f f a i r s o f the a s s o c i a t i o n . A l l o f the D i r e c t o r s were 
r e q u i r e d to be r e s i d e n t s o f the S t a t e , and at lease f i v e 
o f them r e s i d e n t s o f the County where the bus iness o f the 
a s s o c i a t i o n was to be t r a n s c r i b e d " . 

The HURON RIVER BANK began i t s f l ood o f promises to pay in 
1838 w i t h Arden B a l l a r d as P r e s i d e n t and Myron V . H a l l , 
C a s h i e r . The redemption o f these notes was secured by 
mortages on r e a l es ta te p rope r t y a t one h a l f I t s v a l u e . The 
bank, on the word o f I t s P r e s i d e n t , claimed ownership to a 
l a rge s e c t i o n o f t imber land t h i r t y mi les from D e t r o i t . 
The bank prospered f o r about e igh teen months and then went 
i n to bankrupcy. George H . Sk inner was appointed r e c e i v e r 
and the Supreme Cour t c f the S ta te dec la red the law under 
which I t was created u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . Later i t was found 
out tha t Arden B a l l a r d d i d not h - ' e l ega l c la im to the 
mortgage on the t imber land because he d i d n ' t even own the 
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p r o p e r t y . I t was the possess ion o f the o r i g i n a l pa ten tee , 
Peppin and became the possess ion o f h is son i n 1841. 

The next ' w i l d ca t bank' was c a l l e d THE BANK OF SUPERIOR 
and was l oca ted in the v i l l a g e o f L o w e l l . Lowel l was loca ted 
across the r i v e r j u s t about where the Cornwel l Paper Company 
was, one m i le west o f Y p s i l a n t i . Promoters from the E a s t , 
b o l d l y claimed Lowel l would grow f a s t e r and become l a r g e r 
than Y p s i l a n t i . The D i r e c t o r s o f The Bank o f S u p e r i o r were : 
John VanFossen, P r e s i d e n t , and James M, Edmunds, C a s h i e r . 
The s t o c k h o l d e r ' s r o l l had the names o f Arden H. B a l l a r d , 
John VanFossen, J.M.Edmunds and A . W i l b u r . In h is a r t i c l e 
in THE HISTORY OF WASHTENAW COUNTY MR. Bogardus s a y s : 

T h i s ' w i l d c a t ' had n e i t h e r claws nor t a l l . Attemp­
t i ng to g i v e the s t e r e o t y p e s e c u r i t y on r e a l e s t a t e , 
i t was found t h a t , v a l u a b l e as tha t r e a l es ta te ought 
to be , the t i t l e s to i t were so d e f e c t i v e t h a t no 
cheek cou ld be brazen enought to use- notes depending 
upon i t f o r redempt ion . However, about 300 o f i t s 
notes were s t o l e n and put i n c i r c u l a t i o n . Th i s was 
so g r e a t a blow upon i t s a s s e t s , tha t i t ceased a l l 
f u r t h e r at tempts to b e n e f i t our l o c a l p u b l i c . 

In 1852 Benjamin F o l l e t t , Isaac N . Conk l in and Samuel Y.Denton 
o rgan ized under the f i rm name o f " F o l l e t t , Conk l i n 4 C o . " . 
They opened t h e i r bank i n the second s t o r y o f a b u i l d i n g on 
East Cross near the d e p o t . I n 1853 S.Y.Denton w i thdrew and 
h is p lace was taken by Char les H. T i s d a l e . In 1854 they 
moved to the Hewi t t Block (now 130 W. Mich igan A v e n u e ) . I n 
1862 t h e i r p a r t n e r s h i p was d i s s o l v e d . 

In 1862 Benjamin F o l l e t t and R.W. Hemphil l formed a p a r t n e r ­
sh ip under the t i t l e " B . F o l l e t t & C o . " . Th i s f i rm l a s t e d 
u n t i l 1865 when i t became " C o r n w e l l , Hemphil l and Company". 

In 1860 the f i rm o f "E and F . P . Bogardus" was s t a r t e d . I n 
February o f 1867 they c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t s w i t h those 
o f the F i r s t Na t iona l Bank. An a r t i c l e in the February 2 
1867 i ssue o f THE COMMERCIAL has t h i s to say about the merger 
o f the Bogardus Bank w i t h the F i r s t N a t i o n a l : 

The Banking f i rm o f E . and F .P .Boga rdus , has merged 
i n t o the F i r s t Nat iona l Bank. The Bank has purchased 
the b u i l d i n g ( a t 121 C o n g r e s s ) , and so becomes a f i x ­
t u r e . The f i rm o f E . and F.P.Bogardus was a s t rong 
o n e , Cy i t s f a c i l i t i e s f o r b u s i n e s s , p o p u l a r i t y o f i t s 
p r o p r i e t o r s , and t h e i r we l l known i n t e g r i t y , i t had 
secured a l a rge degree o f p u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e . The Nat­
i ona l Bank was a l so in a prosporous c o n d i t i o n . The 
union makes one o f the s t r o n g e s t Banks . in the c o u n t r y . 
I . N . C o n k l i n i s e l ec ted P r e s i d e n t . M r . Conk l i n has long 
been known in t h i s community, as a man o f the s t r i c t e s t 
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i n t e g r i t y f i n a n c i a l l y one o f our s a f e s t men. F. 
P.Bogardus i s e lec ted C a s h i e r . Frank has won 
golden op in ions as a banker and a c i t i z e n . 
Mr. C .N .Gansen , a f f a b l e and accomodating w i l l s t i l l 
be seen behind the c o u n t e r . 
We p r e d i c t a l a r g e l y i nc reased patronage and u s e f u l ­
ness as a r e s u l t o f the comb ina t i on . 

Cenjamin F o l l e t t , born in E a t a v i a , New York i n 1819 came 
to Y p s i l a n t i i n 1838 and d ied wh i l e on a v i s i t to E l m i r a , 
New York on January 10, 1865. In THE HISTORY OF WASHTENAW 
COUNTY Mr. Bogardus has t h i s to say about Benjamin F o l l e t t 
and h i s long banking c a r e e r . 

Benjamin F o l l e t t ' s name a lone has been c a r r i e d down 
from the days o f the ' B a l l a r d Banks' to the p resen t 
day , as the o n l y s u r v i v o r o f a l l the w i l d s p e c u l a t i o n 
o f the p a s t , Bnter ing the Y p s i l a n t i Bank as c a s h i e r , 
a few days a f t e r h is a r r i v a l in M i ch igan , and wh i le 
s t i l l under the age o f e igh teen y e a r s , he learned 
much o f the e v i l sys tem, so tha t when the time f o r 
r e fo rma t i on a r r i v e d he was the f i r s t to see a means 
o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a bona f i d e conce rn , which would prove 
p r o f i t a b l e to i t s p r o j e c t s and patrons a l i k e . In 
T852 he e s t a b l i s h e d an i n t e r e s t and d e p o s i t bank, and 
from such a cau t i ous beginn ing comes the we l l managed 
F i r s t Na t iona l Bank o f Y p s i l a n t i . 

In THE TRUE DEMOCRAT f o r January 20 1865 there is a most i n ­
t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e on the NATIONAL BANKS, and a p o r t i o n o f 
t h i s i s quoted below: 

. . . I t i s a c r e d i t to our town tha t we have a Nat iona l 
Bank and one so ab l y conduc ted . Mr. I . N . C o n k l i n , 
known as a sa fe business man, succeeds Mr. f o l l e t t 
as C a s h i e r . Mr . C . N. Ganson, who has won the con­
f i dence o f our community, in every r e s p e c t a gentleman 
and long conve rsan t w i th the banking b u s i n e s s , s t i l l 
con t inues to p res ide a t the counter o f the bank. The 
s igns a l l i n d i c a t e t ha t the Nat iona l Banking System 
is to p r e v a i l . I t is s p e e d i l y des t ined to d r i v e the 
S ta te and i n d i v i d u a l banks out o f e x i s t e n c e . Accord ing 
to the r e p o r t o f the Compt ro l l e r o f the C u r r e n c y , there 
are now 501 a s s o c i a t i o n s or Na t iona l Banks. We have 
15 in M i c h i g a n . P r i o r to the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f these 
banks we had th ree banks i n D e t r o i t , a s u s p i c i o u s i n ­
s t i t u t i o n in M a r s h a l l , and a r i c k e t y concern a t Grand 
Rap ids . The D e t r o i t banks had a l i m i t e d c i r c u l a t i o n , 
n a t u r a l l y p r e f e r r i n g a c i r c u l a t i o n a t a d i s t ance than 
a t home. And here i s the b e n e f i t o f the Nat iona l Bank­
ing System being o f a uni form cha rac te r th roughout the 
whole c o u n t r y . There i s no obect in seeking c i r c u l -
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a t i o n ab road , r a t h e r than a t home, thus i n the 
agregate saving thousands o f d o l l a r s annua l l y 
i n the pockets o f the p e o p l e . . . 
We cannot c l o s e t h i s a r t i c l e w i thou t g i v i n g the 
mer i ted meed o f p r a i s e to Salmon P. Chase, the 
o r i g i n a t o r o f t h i s Nat iona l Banking System. His 
fame i s to e c l i p s e tha t o f Hamil ton and J a y . 
I d e n t i f i e d w i t h the r e g e n e r a t i o n o f America from 
a c o r r u p t banking sys tem, and from the most de­
basing and wicken system o f wrong and app ress ion 
the wor ld ever saw, h is name w i l l go down to pos­
t e r i t y w i th th i cken ing honor ; and among the proud­
es t monuments rea red by f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s , w i l l 
be tha t one reared to the Immortal fame o f Amer ica 's 
g r e a t e s t f i n a n c i e r , statesman and j u r i s t - Salmon 
P. Chase . 

In 1370 the o f f i c e r s o f THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK were as 
f o l l o w s : D i r e c t o r s , I . N . C o n k l i n , D . L . Q u i r k , E .Bogardus , 
E . D . N o r r i s , E . Mor ton . P r e s i d e n t , E .Bogardus , V i ce P r e s i ­
d e n t , D . L . Q u i r k and c a s h i e r , F .P .Bogardus . 

In 1873 there was a "flpney pan i c " and THE COMMERCIAL o f 
October 4th o f tha t year has t h i s to s a y : 

THE PANIC. I n Y p s i l a n t i proved to be no p a n i c . 
A few ere alarmed and drew ou t t h e i r money. The 
major pa r t o f the d e p o s i t e r s were con ten t w i th the 
standing o f our banks. O f , i f they had a s o l i c i t u d e , 
they r e f r a i n e d ' f r o m pursu ing a course t h a t cou ld 
on l y prove de t r imen ta l to themse lves . 

Another a r t i c l e about the ' p a n i c * appeared in the October 
25th issue and adv i ses t ha t "one o f the o f f i c e r s o f the 
Nat iona l Bank s ta tes tha t they took d e c i s i v e measures and 
were prepared to pay eve ry d o l l a r o f t h e i r d e p o s i t s . He 
have the same assurance i n rega rd to CORNWELL AND HEMPHILL'S 
DANK". 

In 1865-66 the Cornwel U H e m p h i l l bank became the successor 
o f the F o l l e t t - H e m p h l l l Bank and i t seemed to be p r o s p e r i n g . 
However, the ' pan i c o f 1372' must have been more o f a f i n a n ­
c i a l punishment to t h e i r resources than anyone r e a l i z e d fo r 
Y p s i l a n t i a n s read w i t h sorrow the sad news o f December 23, 
187" from THE COMMERCIAL. 

The suspending o f Co rnwe l l -Hemph i l l & C o . Tuesday 
morning took everybody by s u r p r i s e . We s imply c h r o n i c l e 
the f a c t . The amount o f l i a b i l i t i e s we do not know 
and s h a l l awa i t an a u t h o r i z e d s ta tement . The reason 
f o r making an assignment we do not know f u r t h e r than 
when p a r t i e s owe more than they have ready means to 
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pay they are l i k e l y go under . I t i s the b e l i e f 
o f t h e i r f r i e n d s tha t i f they were g i ven time and 
permi t ted to weather the s to rm, the bank w i l l pay 
v e r y nea r l y i f not q u i t e d o l l a r f o r d o l l a r . In 
the mean time the c r e d i t o r s and d e p o s i t o r s can 
on l y wa i t developments and hope f o r the b e s t . I t 
i s f o r the i n t e r e s t of Y p s i l a n t i a n s tc g i v e them 
every p o s s i b l e leeway. 

And on the 30th of December 1076 t h i s a r t i c l e appeared : -

THE SUSPENDED BANKING FIRM, STATE OF THE ASSIGNEES 
(WE GIVE HEREWITH THE STATE OF THE ASSIGNEES, MESSRS 
NINDE AND CUTCHEON). Our readers w i l l d i scove r 
t ha t the asse t s a re $0,144.50 i n excess o f the l i a = 
b i l i t i e s . I f the paper m i l l s can be r e t a i n e d by 
the f i r m , and kept r u n n i n g , every c r e d i t o r w i l l ge t 
h is dues, d o l l a r f o r d o l l a r . To t h i s end, every 
c r e d i t o r and d e p o s i t o r can do no b e t t e r than to take 
the p r e f e r r e d stock mentioned below, on which the 
company guarantees a semi-annual d i v i d e n d o f four 
per c e n t . I t ts f o r the i n t e r e s t o f a l l concerned t o . 
r a l l y around and s u s t a i n the f i r m . I t has done much 
' o r Y p s i l a n t i . A l a rge number o f employees are de­
pendent f o r t h e i r d a i l y bread upon the running o f 
the m i l l s . 

Y p s i l a n t i , Mich .Dec .20,1076 
TO THE CREDITORS OF CORNWELL, HEMPHILL & CO. 
The c o n d i t i o n o f the Banking House o f C o r n w e l l , Hemp­
h i l l & C o . , when t h e i r a f f a i r s came i n t o our hands, 
i s shewn by the f o l l o w i n g s ta tement . 

Asse ts 
F u r n i t u r e ( i n c l u d i n g v a l u t and s a f e ) $3,000.00 
Stockes and Bonds $15,000.00 
M i l l s Rece ivab le $68,104.00 
Ove rd ra f t s 2,553 .76 
In Bank 1 ,076.79 
16-25 F a i r Groun ds 2,000.00 

T o t a l $94,514.63 
L i a b i l i t i e s 

Due Depos i to rs $05," '1 .78 
Due Banks '1 ,068 .35 

$06,370.13 

Th i s statement e x h i b i t s the asse ts as they are r e ­
presented by the books c f the Company. So la rge a 
share o f these asse ts c o n s i s t of the l i a b i l i t i e s o f 
the Y p s i l a n t i Paper Company, t ha t the amount which 
may be r e a l i z e d from them depends l a r g e l y on the 
f u t u r e success fu l ope ra t i on o f the paper m i l l s . In 
these s t r i n g e n t t imes , to make hasty sa les and fo rced 
c o l l e c t i o n s wou ld , i n our judgment, prove d i s a s t r o u s 
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to the i n t e r e s t s o f the c r e d i t o r s , and consequent­
l y we cannot encourage them to expec t an e a r l y 
d i v i d e n d . I n the meantime, the Y p s i l a n t i Paper Co . 
o f f e r s tc pay any l i a b i l i t i e s of C o r n w e l l , Hemphi l l 
& C o . , in p r e f e r r e d s t o c k , to be i ssued by the 
Y p s i l a n t i Paper Company, w i t h a guaranty o f a d i v i -
dent c f e i g h t per cen t annum, payable on 1st J u l y 
and January o f each y e a r . 

Thomas Ninde 
$.M. Cutcheon- ass ignees 

And a f u r t h e r , and f i n a l , a r t i c l e about t h i s Banking Firm 
appeared in THE COMMERCIAL on January 27 th , 1877. 

C o r n w e l l , Hemphil l & C o . by the kindness and f o r e -
bearance o f t h e i r c r e d i t o r s a re doing n o b l y . They 
a re paying small d e p o s i t o r s o f monies r e a l l y needed 
by the p a r t i e s who a re poor . Large d e p o s i t o r s and 
medium d e p o s i t o r s have come up man fu l l y and taken 
the p r e f e r r e d s ' . k o f the Paper C o . Oeubel C r o s . 
took $4,000 of t h i s s t o c k . Mr . O .A . A inswor th $2,500. 
A number o f p a r t i e s , c r e d i t o r s from $1 ,0C0 to $100 
have w i s e l y taken s t o c k . I f we had d e p o s i t e s , how­
ever much we wanted and need the money in hand, we 
should have made i t a sure th ing f o r o u r s e l f by doing 
s o . I t enables the company to pay t h e i r d e b t s . I t ' 
secures 8 per cent i n t e r e s t i n semi-annual payments. 
I t keeps a l a rge manufactur ing es tab l i shment employing 
a l a rge number o f working men above a l l p o s s i b l e chance 
o f suspens ion . Not to take t h i s s t o c k , w i l l , i n our 
humble judgment , prove in the long run penny wise & 
pound f o o l i s h . We v o l u n t e e r t h i s o p i n i o n . We have 
not consu l ted C o r n w e l l , Hemphi l l & C o . We promise 
they would have s a i d , i f we had, pray d o n ' t say any th ing 
f o r f ea r our c r e d i t o r s suspect t ha t we had a hand i n 
1 t . As honest men they must be des i r ous of paying 
t h e i r debt and they manfu l l y came up and s a y , "Gent lemen, 
we w i l l do the best we can by y o u , we w i l l p lace you 
on a plane h igher than we a r e , g i v i n g you the p r e f e r ­
e n c e " , i t seems to us tha t the c r e d i t o r s who have 
accepted t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n w i l l p rove to be l a r g e l y 
the g a i n e r s . 

In 1879 Mr. Rober t H ~ « . P + T I T T and N r . Don Car los Catche lder 
s t a r t e d tho b«nKing f i rm o f HEMPHILL, CATCHELDER & CO. I t 
was out o f t h i s bus iness tha t THE YPSILANTI SAVINGS DANK 
was o r g a n i z e d . The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e from HISTORY OF BANKING 
AND BANKS AND CANKERS OF MICHIGSN, Vol.11 g i v e s p r a i s e tc 
Mr. Hemphil l and the YPSILANTI SAVING BANK. 

There are a number o f cases among the i nco rpo ra ted 
i n s t i t u t i o n s o f the s t a t e where the s t rong impress 
o f a s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l has been f e l t , and the Y p s i l a n t i 
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And in THE MICHIGAN HISTORY MAGAZINE fo r June 1963, Richard 
M. Doolan has an a r t i c l e on the Greenback pa r t y i n which he 

Savings Bank presents one o f them. As fa r back 
as 1859 Mr. Rober t Hemph i l l , o f Y p s i l a n t i , began 
h is banking ca reer w i th the f i rm o f F o l l e t t S C o . , 
o f tha t c i t y . Th is was a f te rwards merged i n the 
f i rm of B , F o l l e t t & C o . , and MR. Hemphil l was taken 
i n as a p a r t n e r . In 1863 he a s s o c i a t e d h imse l f 
w i t h C o r n e l i u s C o r n w e l l , one o f the most prominent 
bus iness men c f the Greek-named C i t y , and o rgan i zed 
a p r i v a t e bank under the f i rm name o f C o r n w e l l , 
Hemphil l & Co . Th is f i rm cont inued in business un­
t i l 1876. Then fo r a few years Mr . Hemphil l was a s s ­
o c i a t e d w i th D.C .Ba tche lder i n the g r a i n and commission 
bus iness in D e t r o i t , but i n 1379 o rgan i zed the f i rm 
o f Hemphil l & Batche lder & C o . , and aga in e s t a b l i s h e d 
a bank I n - Y p s i l a n t i . . .He was n a t u r a l l y appointed 
c a s h i e r , a p o s i t i o n which he has r e t a i n e d ever s i nce 
making him one o f the o l d e s t bankers in the State in 
cont inuous s e r v i c e . The other o f f i c e r s a re a t the 
p resen t t ime, (about 1900), P r e s i d e n t , A . B e y e r , V i c e 
PRESIDENT, H . P . G l o v e r , A s s i s t a n t C a s h i e r , Char les M. 
H e m p h i l l . S u l l i v a n Cutcheon o f D e t r o i t was fo r a long 
time P r e s i d e n t o f t h i s Bank. (Cutcheon was P r e s i ­
dent o f the "Dime Bank", D e t r o i t ) . 

Th i s was the p e r i o d o f the g r e a t e s t s t r e n g t h o f "The Green­
back P a r t y " . The l a t e D . F . C l e v e r Bald in MICHIGAN IN FOUR 
CENTURIES exp la i ns the greenback problem t h i s way : -

The Greenback Par ty was o rgan ized in 1876. I t demanded 
tha t ' g reenbacks ' or Un i ted States T reasu ry No tes , ' 
i ssued dur ing the C i v i l War as an emergency cur rency 
in the amount o f $450,000.00 should remain in c i r c u l ­
a t i o n and t ha t more should be i ssued to r e l i e v e the 
shor tage o f money. Congress , however, i n 1375, under 
the i n f l uence o f 'sound money* i n t e r e s t s passed a 
law p rov i d i ng f o r the resumpt ion o f spec ie payments on 
January 1 , 1879, t ha t i s , the exchange of go ld f o r 
g reenbacks . A law o f 1873 p rov ided tha t the $346,681.16 
c f ou ts tand ing greenbacks should remain in c i r c u l a t i o n 
when Congress began to accumulate a go ld fund to meet 
the eventual demand f o r exchange, greenbacks passed 
a t par v a l u e . The p o l i c y o f Congress i n f r e e z i n g the 
amount o f money when i n d u s t r y was growing and a d d i t i o n a l 
cash was r e q u i r e d was g r e a t l y to the advantage o f bank­
ers and c r e d i t o r s i n g e n e r a l . Debtors who had borrowed 
cheap greenbacks and had to repay t h e i r depts i n 
dearer money. For example, because o f the s c a r i t y o f 
cash reduced p r i c e s , farmers had to s e l l more bushels 
o f wheat than be fore to pay t h e i r mortages or o ther 
debts . 



J ' - O c t . 1979 

s a y s : 

. . . P o l i t i c a l Greenbackism reached I t s peak i n •.. 
the autumn e l e c t i o n s o f 1878. E igh teen Green- •. 
backers were e lec ted to the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e ; 
and the pa r t y a c t u a l l y came v e r y c l o s e to equa l ­
l i n g the t o t a l Democratic s ta tewide popular v o t e . • 
A n a l y s i s o f the r e t u r n s shows t h a t the Mich igan , 
Greenbacker ' s pa r t y s t r e n g t h was fo r the most 

. pa r t i n the western and no r the rn coun t ies o f the : 
lower p e n i n s u l a . . . T h e Nat iona l Greenback 's p a r t y 
lack o f success i n the o l d e r coun t i es o f the sou th ­
eas te rn s e c t i o n o f Mich igan may be a t t r i b u t e d 
p a r t i a l l y to t ha t r e g i o n ' s longer pe r i od o f s e t t l e ­
ment; to i t s access to more abundant sources o f 
c r e d i t and f i nance i n nearby D e t r o i t ; and to i t s 
more d i v e r s i f i e d economic a c t i v i t y w i t h , c o n s e q u e n t l y , 
somewhat l ess s u s c e p t i b i l i t y to the f l u c t u a t i n g p r i c e s 
o f the bas i c ce rea l c r o p s . 

Y p s i l a n t l a n s were i n t e r e s t e d in the p o l i c i e s o f the 'Greenback 
p a r t y ' however and l o c a l and ou t o f s t a te l e c t u r e r s appeared 
a t the Hew i t t House, F o l l e t t House and L i g h t Guard Ha l l to 
speak on the pros and cons o f t h i s prob lem. The a f f a i r s were 
we l l a t tended and sometimes tempers were l o s t and shout ing 
and name c a l l i n g took p l a c e , Dy 1830 the cause o f the p a r t y 
had sunk so low tha t the Greenback cand idate f o r P r e s i d e n t 
and the cand ida te fo r Governor o f Mich igan each p o l l e d l ess 
than ten pe rcen t o f M i c h i g a n ' s v o t e . A s l i g h t l y tongue In 
cheek item appeared in the COMMERCIAL f o r A p r i l 20, 1878. 

On and a f t e r the f i r s t o f May next i f you ho ld any 
b i l l s o f the F i r s t Na t iona l Bank o f t h i s c i t y you 
can have them exchanged f o r go ld by c a l l i n g a t the 
counter o f the i n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s i s , the bank i s 
going to resume spec ie payments as much as l i e s i n 
t h e i r power. What have you to say now, Mr. Greenbacker? 

On May 13, 1884 Isaac N . C o n k l l n , P r e s i d e n t o f the Na t iona l 
Bank, d ied o f a hear t a t t a c k . His o b i t u a r y in the COMMERCIAL 
t e l l s us t ha t he was born i n S a u l s b u r y , C o n n e c t i c u t on J u l y 
3 r d , 1800 and i n 1837 he and a par tner came to Mich igan to 
sel1 c l o c k s . 

. . . T h e c locks were l a r g e l y so ld on c r e d i t , and such 
was h is s a g a c i t y t h a t , I n those e a r l y hard t imes , he 
seldom l o s t an accoun t , or had a note u n c o l l e c t e d . 
I n 1852 he u n i t e d w i t h t ha t eminent bus iness man, 
Benjamin F o l l e t t , i n the banking b u s i n e s s . At the 
end o f ten years Mr. Conk l i n assumed e n t i r e c o n t r o l . 
Two yea rs l a t e r he, w i t h o t h e r s , the l a t e Mr. Bogardus 
(E.PBogardus d ied in May o f 1802) and h imse l f being 
the p r i n c i p a l s t o c k h o l d e r s , o rgan ized the F i r s t Nat iona l 
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Bank, He was connected a t one time w i th our 
f l o u r i n g m i l l s , was a lead ing owner and f o r a long ; 
time conductor o f our woolen m i l l s , and has had 
cons ide rab le s tock i n the paper m i l l s . He o rgan ­
i z e d the gas works in t h i s c i t y , and has been the 
main c o n t r o l l e r to the time o f h is dea th . He 
devoted c o n s i d e r a b l e time a l s o to farming to which 
he was g r e a t l y a t t a c h e d . Probably no man in our 
ever loaned as much money as Mr. C o n k l i n . So long 
as he was s e c u r e d , no man eve ry e x e r c i s e d more l en ience 
A business man made the t r ue remark: "Mr . Conk l i n : 
was to the bus iness i n t e r e s t s o f Y p s i l a n t i as the hub 
to the w h e e l * . He was s c r u p u l o u s l y hones t . I t was 
an inborn p r i c i p l e w i t h h im . . .He was not a benevo len t 
man any f u r t h e r than h is judgment cou ld be conv inced 
tha t i t was an abso lu te n e e d . . . H i s nephew, Mr . F . P . 
Bogardus was brought up in h is f a m i l y . 

In the May 24th i ssue o f the same paper t h i s a r t i c l e appear­
ed : -

The l a t e I . N . C o n k l i n was P r e s i d e n t and had been 
f o r yea rs o f the F i r s t Na t iona l Bank of t h i s c i t y , 
a t the time o f h is d e a t h . Tf i is f a c t was a g rea t 
s t reng thener o f the f a i t h o f the d e p o s i t o e r s . I t 
has a b l e , honest and t rue men a t i t s head now, men 
of l a rge f i n a n c i a l means and a b i l i t y , Mr . D . L . 
Qui rk is a c t i n g P res iden t o f the F i r s t Nat iona l Bank. 
Come down to the t r u t h o f h i s t o r y i t would seem tha t 
the f i r s t bank in t h i s c i t y a t the depot was es tab­
l i s h e d by Mess rs . B. F o l l e t t , Qu i rk and Dow, Mr . Dew 
scon a f t e r went back to C h i c a g o . ( M r s . Dow died in 
1364 and i t was then Dow r e t u r n e d to Chicago - both 
are bu r i ed i n High land C i t y , Y p s i l a n t i ) . Mr . Qu i rk 
has l a r g e l y c o n t r i b u t e d h is means to the c i t y ' s advance 
ment. 

On the 28th o f A p r i l 1393 the f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e appeared 
in THE COMMERCIAL 

MEN WHO DEAL IN MONEY 
Each year the banks o f the county f i l e a l i s t o f 
t h e i r s tockho lde rs w i th the county c l e r k . From 
t h i s source we are ab le to g i v e the f o l l o w i n g l i s t 
o f these f o r t u n a t e enough to own an i n t e r e s t in our 
Y p s i l a n t i Banks. The s tock o f ne i t he r can be bought 
a t par -

FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
D . L . Q u i r k , Y p s i l a n t i $27,000 
Helen C . S w i f t 22,250 
I r a S. Young love , Chicago 5.00C 
Es ta te o f Chas .K ing , Y p s i l a n t i 3,500 
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C . S . W o r t l e y , Y p s i l a n t i 
H . P . Glove r 
Mrs.A.M.Hemphi l l 
Mrs . J .MCutcheon , D e t r o i t 
M r s . E l s i e M i l l a r d , Y p s i l a n t i 
Mrs .Jane Games 
S.H .Dodge 
Chas .S .K ing 
D . C . G r l f f i n 
D . L . Q u i r k , J r . 
Mrs .Lucy H. C h i l d s , Whi t taker 

R . P . C l a r k , B e l l e v i l l e 
Geo. C . B r a d l e y , Y p s i l a n t i 

$ 3,0GC 
3,000 

200 
1 ,000 
1,000 
1 ,000 
1 ,000 
1 ,000 
1,000 
1 ,000 

500 
500 
500 

$75,000 

YPSILANTI SAVINGS BANK 
S u l l i v a n M. Cutcheon, D e t r o i t 
Luc ian S. Moore 
George H . Moore 
Mary Ann Starkweather , Y p s i l a n t i 
Hal W.Glover 
Henry P i e r c e G love r 
Robert W. Hemhil l 

5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
1,000 

19,000 
10,000 

$50,000 

Daniel Lace Q u i r k , S r . , so long a s s o c i a t e d w i th banking i n 
Y p s i l a n t i , d ied December 5, 1911. There is a s h o r t b i o ­
g raph ica l a r t i c l e on t h i s man in Emery Wendel l *s HISTORY OF 
BANKING AND BANKERS OF MICHIGAN, which was pub l i shed before 
Mr . Q u i r k ' s d e a t h . 

. . . D a n i e l Lace Qu i rk was one o f the founders o f the 
bank ( F i r s t N a t i o n a l ) , has been one o f i t s lead ing 
s p i r i t s from the s t a r t and i t s P r e s i d e n t s i n c e 1805. 
He was born on the I s l e of Man, Great B r i t a i n . June 
15, 1018. He moved to America in 1824 and s e t t l e d 
on a farm near Roches te r , New Y o r k . There Danie l 
r e c e i v e d a common school educat ion and a t the age o f 
seventeen s t a r t e d to l ea rn the ca rpen te r and j o i n e r ' s 
t r a d e . In 1838 he moved to Ann A r b o r , and in 1847 
he purchased the m i l l s a t B e l l e v i l l e , Wayne C o . , 
M i c h i g a n . In 1853 he so ld out and moved to Ch i cago , 
I l l i n o i s and went i n to the pork packing bus iness in 
Ch i cago . S ince h is se t t lement in Y p s i l a n t i he has 
been among the most a c t i v e in promoting the bus iness 
i n t e r e s t s o f t ha t m u n i c i p a l i t y . In 1863 he was one 
o f the o r g a n i z e r s o f The F i r s t Nat iona l Bank a t t ha t 
p l a c e , and has been a D i r e c t o r and V i c e P r e s i d e n t or 
P res iden t ever s i n c e . He was one o f the p r i n c i p a l s 
in b u i l d i n g the Wabash Ra i l r oad from D e t r o i t to C u t l e r , 
I n d i a n a ; the H i l l s d a l e road from Y p s i l a n t i to H i l l s ­
d a l e , and the Eel R ive r Road i n 1071, from Alma to 
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to Loganspor t . He was one o f the b u i l d e r s o f 
the Y p s i l a n t i Paper M i l l s and Woolen M i l l s , In 
1343 he marr ied Miss Nancy S c o t t , o f L o d i , who 
died i n 1850, l eav ing one daughter who i s the 
w i fe o f Char les P. F e r r i e r , o f Y p s i l a n t i . In 
1852 he marr ied Miss P r i s c i l l a F r a i n , daughter 
o f Henry F r a i n , and they have th ree c h i l d r e n , 
E l i z a b e t h now M r s . I r a P. Younglove o f Ch i cago , 
Mrs . Jenn ie Qu i rk Pack, who l i v e s a t home and 
D . L . Q u i r k , J r . , who i s c a s h i e r o f the F i r s t 
Na t iona l Dank o f Y p s i l a n t i . 

++++++++++++++ 

Refe rences : 
"The Y p s i l a n t i True Democrat" 4/1/1864 - 1/20/1865 
"The Commercial" 2/2/1867 - 10/4/1873 - 12/23/1876 -

12/30/1876 - 1/27/1877 - 4/20/1878 
5/13/1884 - 5 /24 /1884-1 /17 /1885 
4/28/1393 

MICHIGAN IN FOUR CENTURIES - F . C l e v e r Ba ld - Harpers 1954 
"Mich igan H i s t o r y Magazine" 1963 - a r t i c l e on 'Green Backs' 
HISTORY OF WASHTENAW COUNTY - Chapman - 1381 
HISTORY OF BANKING AND BANKS AND BANKERS OF MICHIGAN (Vo l 11) 



NEWS FRO?! THE MUSEUM 

We are s o r r y to annouce t ha t because o f personal reasons 
Dor is M i l l l f l a n has res igned as D i r e c t o r o f the Museum. 
Ue a re p leased to say tha t she 1s s t i l l a v e r y a c t i v e mem­
ber o f our S o c i e t y - as a Guide and Chairman o f the Admin­
i s t r a t i v e Committee and Coard member; s tops i n f r e q u e n t l y 
to he lp ou t and adv i se and Is always a v a i l a b l e by phone 
f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n s . I t takes two to take her p lace and Ann 
McCarthy and Dorothy Dlsbrow a re at tempt ing to do tha t 
u n t i l a permanent Museum D i r e c t o r can be f o u n d . 

CONGRATULATIONS AND 'THANKS' TO THE BURGESS TFAgH j j ^ J j j 
made the S o c i e t y f l o a t f o r the Four |£ a~* ~ M Q f n ! e e n 

WON THIRD PLACE J O R l \ u V \ h o s e theme was "Year o f the C h i l d " . 
H a r r i s o n s f o r ^ n ( f t h e r e s t o f t n e c l a n a r e a i r e a d y p l a n n i n g , 
Rene.^fr ' minds, f o r the f l o a t f o r the 1980 parade - and a l s o 
made a new f l o a t fo r the parade at the time o f the Y p s i l a n t i 
Yesterday F e s t i v a l t h i s Augus t . The s t a t u e t t e won is on 
d i s p l a y a t the Museum and we are v e r y proud o f i t and o f our 
p r i z e winning f l o a t makers. 
And y e t another ' t h a n k y o u ' to Rene f o r the poem which she 
wrote about the Museum and which appeared on the "Community" 
page o f THE YPSILANTI PRESS in J u n e . 
By the way - - i f anyone has, or knows o f anyone who has, a 
Farm Wagon or F l o a t T r a i l e r they no longer need we would l ove 
to have i t . We have a spot to s t o r e i t and the Burgess fam­
i l y can use i t f o r years and years f o r a l l f u t u r e Y p s i l a n t i 
pa rades . 

We were d e l i g h t e d to have so many o f our schoo ls tou r the 
Museum t h i s s p r i n g . Twp c l a s s e s came from Adams S c h o o l , one 
o f 30 ana unc » f 3 1 , a c l a s s from F l e t c h e r School brought 22 ch i 
c h i l d r e n in - two c lasses from A r d i s combined and brought in 
56 boys and g i r l s . Mrs .DeRosset t and her f i f t h grade from 
Chape l le School - 25 - came to tour and see on d i s p l a y the 
sp lend id Mich igan Week E x h i b i t they had p r e p a r e d . Our l a s t 
group o f school v i s i t o r s were 10 f i r s t g raders from T h u r s t o n . 
A Photography c l a s s from Washtenaw Community C o l l e g e v i s i t e d 
the Museum as we l l as a F o l k - L o r e c l a s s from Eas te rn Mich igan 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
The Mayor o f S t u r g i s and a member o f the Commission toured 
the Museum on Mayor 's Exchange Day. 
We v e r y much app rec ia te the w i l l i n g n e s s o f our Guides to 
take ex t ra hours to e s c o r t our group v i s i t o r s . 

We have a lso been busy i n the A rch i ves o f the Museum shar ing 
in fo rmat ion on the o lde r houses o f Y p s i l a n t i w i t h new own­
e r s ; p r o v i d i n g mate r ia l f o r r e s e a r c h f o r o the rs and loaning 
our p i c t u r e s and aerox ing our r e c o r d s to be used f o r p u b l i c i t y 
f o r the Farmer 's Market and f o r p u b l i c i t y f o r the Y p s i l a n t i 
Yesterday F e s t i v a l . 



A young man v i s i t i n g Europe t h i s summer took w i th him 
to g i v e f r i e n d s e i g h t p i c t u r e s o f the Uater Tower sketched 
by E l o i s e Congdon and our souven i r H i s t o r i c a l p l a t es were 
taken back to Scot land as g i f t s . 

i ' i l l i am Edmunds, Chairman o f the Lewis House Committee o f 
our S o c i e t y s t a t e s tha t the Lewis House, g i ven as a g i f t 
to our S o c i e t y by Miss Evange l ine Lew is , i s now open f o r 
small group meet ings and l i m i t e d tou rs - con tac t the Museum 
(432-4990). 

Our reques t to members o f the S o c i e t y and f r i e n d s to e x h i b i t 
t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n s here has been most g r a t i f y i n g . I n May 
we d i sp l ayed C a r o l y n K i r k e n d a l l ' s b o t t l e co l 1 e c t i o n . A l i s t e r 
MacOonald's t oo thp i ck h o l d e r s , an t i que vases belonging to 
Fos te r F l e t c h e r and the minature vases o f Phoebe i H l l e r . 
In June George Drower loaned h is pocket kn i fe c o l l e c t i o n , 
George and Jane B i r d t h e i r o ld toys and Deci Howard k i t e s . 
For J u l y and August the model boats be longing to Ph i l L 'heeler 
A r t h u r and Deci Howard and Dorothy D isb row 's s e a s h e l l s . 
In September the e n t i r e c o l l e c t i o n was loaned to us by Joyce 
Tinkham on Ind ian c r a f t s . Many o f the items d i s p l a y e d were 
made by J o y c e , h e r s e l f an Ind ian o f the Nishga t r i b e . 
The d i s p l a y f o r October i s " l a c e s o f the Museum" and was 
o rgan ized and planned by Ruth Reyno lds . 
In November we w i l l d i s p l a y the c o l l e c t i o n o f our new member, 
Doug Ke l l ey and w i l l be e l e c t i o n b u t t o n s , p l a t e s , s igns and 
o ther i n t e r e s t i n g e l e c t i o n s o u v e n i r s . 
L'e hope tha t o the rs w i l l con tac t us w i t h an o f f e r to share 
t h e i r hobby c o l l e c t i o n s by d i s p l a y i n g them a t the Museum. 
Lo i s IH11 lams o f "The Y p s i l a n t i P r e s s " does a f i n e j ob o f 
w r i t i n g up these e x h i b i t s i n the paper - which b r i ngs us more 
v i s i t o r s - and t h a t i s j u s t what we want% 

DON'T FORGET OUR DINNER MEETING ON 

OCTOBER 21ST 



RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

Mr. & Mrs, David Asher 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 

M . K . S t i t t 
32504 Card ina l Lane 
Dearborn 

John P. Montonye 
B r i g h t o n , Mich igan 

F i r s t Nat iona l Bank o f 
Y p s i l a n t i 

M r s . John Bar r 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Fos te r L . F l e t c h e r 
Y p s i l a n t i 

I ron f l ag s tanda rd - "Aux i 1 i a r y 
to the Grand Army o f the Repub-" 
1 ic-1883" 

S q u i r r e l gun , C i v i l war saber 1 '"! 
hand c r a f t e d f i r e p lace c h a i r , 
C i v i l War s p u r s , f am i l y p i c t u r e s , 
3 autograph books, Y p s i l a n t i 
souven i r b o o k l e t . 

WILLOW RUN PLANT DATA book,Dec. 
1942-Dec .1943. 

Four framed water c o l o r p a i n t i n g s , 
220 N. Huron , Water Tower , Casa 
Loma and L a d i e s ' L i t e r a r y C lub ­
house. 

TOYS - about 40 yea rs o l d - i r o n i n g 
board & i r o n s , r e f r i g e r a t o r , 
s tove and i r o n t r u c k . 

F i v e o r i g i n a l cop ies o f McGUFFEY 1S 
NEW ELECTIC SPELLING BOOKS-
HARPERS ROUND TABLE 1895,1896, 
HARPERS YOUNG PEOPLE 1883,94, 
PICTORIAL FIELD BOOK OF THE 
REVOLUTION 1851 

M r s . A l b e r t B a r r e t t 
P a r i s , Tennessee STORY OF WILLOW RUN by Marion F. 

W i l s o n , pub l i shed 1956 and news­
paper a r t i c l e s on Wi l low Run 
V i l l a g e & photographs o f M.E. 
Wi lson 

Dor is A n t t i l a 
Y p s i l a n t i 

James Wes t f a l l 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Ma r t i n Opem 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Old p o s t e r - "Grand Opening B a l l -
German A r b e i t e r V e r e i n " - C c t o b e r 
29,1896. 

Two o ld song f o l d e r s - I WANT TO 
GO BACK TO MICHIGAN and YPSILANTI 
Photograph o f steam engine #8316 
t h i s engine stopped a t Y p s i l a n t i 
on the r e g u l a r run -1917 

1954 map o f Y p s i l a n t i 

Mr . & Mrs,James Weir 
Ann Arbor 

Wooden coat hanger "Su l 1 i v a n - C o o k -
Company - about 1900 



RECENT ACQUISITIONS ( con t i nued ) 

Burgess Family 
Y p s i l a n t i 

C lea r g lass b o t t l e from " Y p s i l a n t i 
B o t t l i n g Works" 512 S. Washington, 
E v e r e t t Wiard - 1901-1910 

Mr .John Dice 
Ann Arbor 

Mrs. A lex Anderson 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Mrs .Rober t Hunt 
Y p s i l a n t i 

M r s , Morgan Abbey 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Baby c l o t h i n g - bathing s u i t s & 
1918 BOSTON COOKING SCHOOL COOK 
BOOK 

Greek Theat re box- press in forma­
t i o n & v a r i o u s committee r epo r t s 
f o r Women's Greek Theat re Board 
1967 . 

E a r l y 1 920s wh i te a f te rnoon dress 

•Corona* t y p e w r i t e r from e a r l y 
30s . I r o n cooking t o o l s from 
' A b b e y ' s Market * -mock ch icken leg 
leg form, 8 paddles f o r ge t t i ng 
ground meat from b i n , 2 i r o n bands 
f o r c lean ing g r i l l e , S wooden 
pusher f o r pushing meat through 
g r i n d e r . 

M y r t l e A , Lang 
Y p s i l a n t i 

M i l t o n L.DeMosh 
Ca1 i f o r n i a 

Mrs . Ruth Reynolds 

Mr. & M r s . A l f r e d B u r r e l l 
Y p s i l a n t i 

Samuel L . B r e c k , J r . 
Ann Arbor 

Daughters o f American 
R e v o l u t i o n - V p s i l a n t i 

Mr . 5 M rs , Harold Young 
Lake land , Michigan 

I v e r Schmidt 
5138 \i. H ich igan 

Piece o f handmade l a c e , made o f 
sewing t h r e a d , about 1890, 

Old pho tograph, about 1900, o f 
DeMosh L i v e r y s t a b l e a t the corner 
o f Conoress tM ich iaan) and R iver 
S t r e e t s - s t a r t e d " i n 1888. 

Reproduct ion of 1923 SEARS, ROE­
BUCK CATALOG " T h r i f t Book of a 
N a t i o n " . 
Book le t THE DESCENDANTS OF GEORGE 
BURRELL - genealogy o f the l o c a l 
B u r r e l l f a m i l y . 

Photograph ( c . t g 8 4 ) of the r a i l ­
road s t a t i o n a t Wh i t taker - Wm. 
Lew is , Photographer 

Seat marked fo r " i r s . T . C . Owen from 
OAR's C o n s t i u t l o n Ha l l in Washing­
t o n , B . C . Removed when new seats 
insta11ed . 

World War I un i form & I I . U . I papers 

Old u n i d e n t i f i e d 
pher i d e n t i f i e d i 

phtos . - pho tog ra -
Ypsi . s c e n s e . o ld 
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