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Lambie Diary-1885 

January 
1. Went to Detroit and over the icy river. Celled on James 

end fsmily. Mother is her 87th yeer, found her uiell and 
intelligent. Pleasant meeting uith Sister Agnes. 

3. Robert and Belle took Anna to the Depot to return to her 
teaching at Elkhart. 

5. Robert end I brought up 20 lambs and 10 uedders. Robert 
brought up a ton of coal. John Quirk gave me a note for 
$40.00. Received a letter from the Duke of Argyle-Hurray 

12. Sold the uool to Chidester 531 pounds $135.40. Paid Mr. C 
$27.28 for his share. Azro got 10 sheep. 

16. Robert took BElle to the Normal in a snou storm. Sent e 
letter to the Duke of Argyle. 

19. Pure uhite snou, Belle ualked to the Normal uhen it uas 
21 degrees belou zero. 

26. Coal stove uent out, clock stopped, 2 sbove zero. Reed of 
Irish demonstrations trying to blou up Westminster end the 
Tower of London. 

Februery 
1. Took e horned sheep for Mutton. John Campbell and Mre. 

Hewens ceme to visit. 

10. B belou zero-cold bitter blasts like a Dakota blizzard. A 
severe time for old people. 
Reed of the death of Gordon on the upper Nile end the Fall 
of Kartoon. 

1B. Paid for cutting end chopping 30 cords of uoord. Exchanged 
4 bushels of uheat for flour. 

20. Mother's Birthday. She is BB. 

21. Uent to Azro's for dinner along uith Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
Fletcher, it being the 25th Anniversary of their uedding. 

2B. Paid Fox for chopping 52$ corde of uood. Frenk end Mr. C 
uent off in the Cutter, the first time Mr. C hes been out 
riding this winter. 

March 
3 Uent to Toun uith Azro end a group meeting at Archie 

McNichols. Uent to young Mr. Swift's (Neuton) funeral. 

1 . 



March 
6. Mrs. L went to Church S o c i a l . Mrs. John Re t fon .Mrs . I . 

N. Conk l i n end C. C o l l i n s d ied t h i s week. 
Fox wants work when I have none to g i v e him. Dora and 
Char le F l e t c h e r met w i th a sad acc iden t on the Ra i l r oad 
k i l l i n g the h o r s e , breek ing the buggy and h u r t i n g them. 

9. Robert took John Campbell and Frank to the S t a t i o n on 
t h e i r way to New O r l e a n s . 

17. UJife and I went to A l f r e d A l l e n ' s f u n e r a l . 
Got a paper frpm John end Frenk i n New O r l e e n s . 

28. Drew $80.00 out o f the Bank, loaned Robert $40.80. 
S e t t l e d w i th Fox . 

31. Fox moved away from the o l d farm house. 

A p r i l 
1. Robert had a p a r t y and danced i n our o l d farm house aga in 

s t my w i l l . 

12. Too c o l d to p l a n t t r e e s . 

15. My b i r t h d a y - th ree score and f o u r . 
B ro the r Robert has had h i e co rne r house moved. D.Gsrdener 
came. Robert begen to plow i n the o l d o r c h s r d . 

18. Sheep and lambs not doing w e l l . C e r r i e d 14 p a i l s o f water 
to the cows end sheep. 

21. Set out s t r e w b e r r i e d . Sowed c l o v e r seed i n the o r c h a r d , 
south o f the new home. 

24. Turned the sheep end cows out to p e s t u r e . 
Mr. Jenneae wee b u r i e d . Mr. B r i n k e r h a f d i e d , o l d f r i e n d s 
passing away. B ro the r Robert geve me $50.00 f o r mother. 

27. Three more sheep d ied a f t e r e l l our c e r e . 
P lanted g o o s e b e r r i e s , gropes and f l o w e r s . 
Went to D e t r o i t and gave Mother $50 i n go ld from Rober t . 
My a i e t e r e t o l d me my f e u l t s but I would th ink more o f them 
i f they would k n i t me a p a i r o f s t o c k i n g s . 

30. Azro came e t n i g h t to t e l l ue E l i z a b e t h hed a son . Making 
me a Grand fa the r - Heaven b leas the l i t t l e s t r a n g e r . 

1. Mary and I s o l d eggs end bought bonnie f l owe rs from Mr. 
C h i l d s . Weary ws lk ing end working two farms. J . Campbell 
ceme t e l l i n g o f enother g i r l . Mery end I went to see 
E l i z a b e t h end the baby boy . Wi l l i am and Andrew Campbell 
ceme. 

2. 



5. Frank took about 100 bushela o f Mr. C ' s wheat to Deubel 
M i l l at $1.00. A f i r e at the Depot, Haske l l Bekery end 
s e v e r a l o ther b u i l d i n g s . 
B e l l e end I went to the Normal and I was i n t roduced t o 
U i l l e t s and o t h e r s . Heerd B e l l e on the p la t fo rm i n U i l l e t s 
c l a s s . 

11. Paid Eva Dencingberg $20.00 f o r t e e c h i n g . Hens and wicked 
r o o s t e r s s c r a t c h i n g up the peas. Marked and p lan ted 
po ta toes . Frenk and the t i nsm i th put up eeves t roughs . 

13. Frenk bought a s p e c i a l O l i v e r c h i l l e d plow. 

16. Made e ye rd to keep the hens i n . F i r e i n P e t t i s o n ' s o f f i c e . 
Mary and I took the c l o t h e s to R inga . B e l l e and I had a 
weary time d r i v i n g the sheep out o f the o a t s . Aunt Emma, 
the babe end her f e t h e r came. 

23. Borrowed $40.00 from b r o t h e r Rober t . Peid Mr. Vantage f o r 
pew r e n t and Azro $7.00 f o r the p i g . 

26. B ro the r Robert end Aunt E u n i c e , Mrs . F i n l e y end P r o f e s s o r 
Abbot t o f the A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e mede ue e p l eesen t 
v i s i t . B ro the r 3en.ee wrote he ehd s e t t l e d d i f f i c u l t y b e 
tween Mother end F renk . 

27. The boys end AZro drove the sheep to the r i v e r e t Mr. 
F l e t c h e r s ( o l d Add ieon, end o f South Grove S t r e e t ) and 
washed them g e t t i n g beck by noon. Robert and I cu t the 
lambs t e l l e - 11 rams. 

30. Mr. C end I went to the Decora t ion o f the S o l d i e r ' s graves 
and heerd p e r t o f Mr. Whitman's address . 
Azro and E l i z a b e t h came and the wee boy s l e p t w i t h h ie erms 
above h ie heed. 

June 
1. Mre. L end her f a t h e r drove to the o l d farm i n Augus ts . 

Thompson's men f i n i s h e d p o i n t i n g the new home. 

6. B e l l e up be fore 4A.M. g e t t i n g b r e e k f e s t f o r Robert and aome 
young f o l k s going to Whitmore Lake. 

12. Robert c u l t i v e t i n g the c o r n . L i ke to curse the cu t worma 
which are i n our c o r n . 

16. 70 yea rs s i nce Water loo . Wife and I went to D e t r o i t end 
Canada. Young I n g l i a and I t o the Scotch games e t Rec rea t 
ion Park , l i k e the runn ing and jumping but d i d not t h i nk 
much o f H igh land men and the Bagpipes. 

3. 

19. F rank , Peter Ven E l l e n end Stockde le shore the sheep. 
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Dune 

k. 

22. B e l l e ceme home u i t h e sore hear t because Bel lows uou ld 
not s i g n her peper uhen she ues so f a c t f u l and 19 o the rs 
s igned i t . 
Frank th inks the re ues 85 sheep sho rn , tuo d ied a f t e r the 
shea r i ng , 20 lambs, 103 t o t a l . Long w i n t e r s , meggots and 
cheep uoo l make sheep farming d i s c o u r a g i n g . 

2k. w i fe and I uent to hear young o r a t o r s a t the Normel and 
B e l l e got her Diplome from her t r u e f r i e n d U i l l e t s i n s p i t e 
o f Be l l ows . So ld a sheep to Ot to f o r $2.00. 

30. Mrs . L ' s b i r t h d s y end she had a so re s h o u l d e r . Dr . Kinne 
ceme to see h e r . Mr. C and I uent to the S a n i t a r y meet
ing e t the B a p t i s t Church . 

July 
1. D r . Kinne ceme a g a i n , Mre. L no b e t t e r . I uorked i n the 

Hey e l l dey , got i n e feu l o a d s . B e l l e milked the cous . 

2. Mr. C, Ann, Mary and I uent to see the Four Peus Shou end 
h i s 17 o r 20 e l e p h s n t s , a grand a r r e y o f c a r r i a g e s , men 
and ho rses . 

k. Mary, Anna, E l i z a b e t h , Azro end the wee boy unet to A z r o ' s 
f e t h e r e . Robert end a g i r l uent n e x t , went to Toun at 
n i g h t , l o t s o f guns and f i r e c r a c k e r s . 

7. Mr. C and Mre. L uent to Andrew end Wi l l iam Campbel ls. 
Andrew a r rogen t to me l e s t t ime . 
Good crop o f t imothy hey , got i n s e v e r a l l oade . 

9. F rank , Rober t , T . Casey, tuo boys and I worked g e t t i n g i n 
e good crop o f hey on the o l d farm. The p ig t ha t cos t $7.0C 
d i e d . 

10. Couain Robert Hamil ton from the c e l e v r e t e d Ryelans ide s long 
along w i th h i s f r i e n d Mr. Mar t in from the Dykes came to see 
ue end go beck to N e t i v e S c o t l a n d . Took them to b r o t h e r 
Roberts and our cher i shed o l d home end i t k ind o f r e v i v e d 
my long che r i shed p lan to seeing Sco t land a g e i n . 

16. Young Mr. Begot wee k i l l e d p l ay i ng b a l l . Mary, B e l l e and 
I rode up to Geddesburg. 
Jerome came w i t h h i s r e e p e r , he reaped and Robert end I 
se t up shocks. Very worm. 

23. Mre. Andrew Campbell came. Got i n a l l the wheat and a goood 
c r o p . So overcome w i t h the heat I am unable to r e j o i c e . 
J u s t week and weary and oppressed . 

2k. The boys s o l d the Wool to Ch ides te r but he d id not say 
what i t came to y e t . 



J u l y 

5. 

28. Helped Robert load manure. T . Casey helped t o o . Frenk 
and Mr. C to Augusta. I houed i n the ge rden . A no isey 
group o f young people ceme e t n i g h t . 

30. Stepped on a n a i l , v e r y p a i n f u l . 97 i n the shsde. 

Auguet 
1. S e t t l e d w i th Frenk . He geve me a check $100 f o r the woo l . 

6. Anne end Mery wnet to Augusta. I t r a i ned ao heavy they d i d 
not r e t u r n . Greet chenge i n the weether-56 i n the morning. 

B. P res iden t Grants b u r i a l day. Mary and I went to the Opera 
Houee end eherd Mr. S p r i n g e r g i v e a f i n e address on l i f e 
end death o f G r e n t . 

11. Robert end I bound o a t s . Frenk went to the r a c e s . 

13. Mrs. L, Anns, Mery end I went on a Sunday School E x c u r s i o n 
to D e t r o i t end Grosse P o i n t e . 

17. Robert end I bound more o a t s , H. Reed c r e d l e d . 

25. B e l l e and I went to Farmers p i c n i c a t Whitmore Lake and e n 
j oyed one o f the sweetest o f summer days. 
Uent to o l d M r . P l a t t s b u r i a l w i th Wi l l iam Campbel l . 

26. Ann l e f t f o r her School i n E l k h a r t . Mr. C and I uent to 
Ann Arbor end heerd Judge C o o l e y , Governor A l ge r and P res iden t 
Angel g i v e a welcome to the American A s s o c i a t i o n o f S c i e n c e . 

29. Robert plowed end I spread manure, blent to Town. B ro the r 
Robert end fem i l y r e t u rned from e i g h t seeing and p leasure 
t r i p . I saw the green e e r t h end b lue eky a t home. 

September 
2. Mr. C, Mre. L end I went to e p leeeent P ioneer meeting e t 

Mr. P i a t t 8 . Read some o f my v e r e e s . 

5. Mr. C, Mrs . L and I went t o the ho ld home i n Augusta . 
Walked to Town and got the l a s t $50 out o f the Bank. 

7. Rode w i t h Frenk to h ie work e t G i l l s near Che r r y H i l l . 
B e l l e and I c leaned wheat f o r eeed. 

9. Wet day-Went to Mre. Wi lsons f u n e r a l . Eunice end Aggie 
I n g l i s came to v i e i t . 

12. Took Mrs. L to the Depot end her end Aggie I n g l i s l e f t f o r 
D e t r o i t . Drove up the cows from the o l d farm end mi lked 
them es u s u a l . My son t h a t f i nds so much f a u l t w i t h me 
ceme to supper ( F r e n k ) . 



September 
21. Helped to d ig and p ick up Po ta toes . Got a wagon box and 

a h a l f . 

23. Frank , Mrs. C, Mrs. L went to the Sate F e i r . Rober t , B e l l e 
end I dug a l l the po ta toes . 

24. Mary, E l i z a b e t h and I weet to the F a i r and l e f t the wee boy 
w i th Mrs. L. 

28. Robert end I cu t c o r n . Mrs. C and Mrs. L went to John 
McDougals. F r e n k ' s b i r t h d e y . 

29. Unc le W i l l i am, Mre. C , wi fe end I went to b u r i a l o f Mr. 
McCar thy. Another o l d fermer fades away. F r i e n d l y meeting 
a t John Campbel ls. A good t u r n our o f Augueta f r i e n d e . 

October 
2. C u t t i n g c o r n . Mr. Qui rk paid h i e note $42.36. Paid 

insurance o f o l d and new homes $5.96. 

6. Uent w i th Frenk to Uncle Wi l l iams where he i s working on 
the Houae o f S tones . Heard o f o l d Mr. Thompsons dea th . 

8. Mr. McConachie, Mr. C and Mre. L wnet to Andrew CAmpbel ls . 
Mery, B e l l e end I p icked epp lee . The crop i s poor i n q u a l i t y -
low i n p r i c e . 

12. Gathered apples a lone i n the f o r n o o n . Mary, B e l l e and Robert 
he lped i n the e f t e r n o o n . 

16. Drove Frenk to Mr. Cedeya. Took 6 b a r r e l s o f apples to the 
Depot to sh ip to S i s t e r Agnes. Got 6 b a r r e l s from A inswo r th . 

19. Robert went w i t h Frenk to Cedeye. Went to the o l d home and 
p icked a few g rapes . A inswor th o f f e r e d $1 a b a r r e l f o r 
Russe ts . Took B b a r r e l s o f Russets i n Mr. C ' s b a r r e l s and 
got 10 more b a r r e l s . 

27. Jerome brought h i s engine end we had good help t h r e s h i n g . 
116 bushels o f wheet and 247 o f oate on the h i l l farm and 
200 at the o l d fo rm. 

29. Robert Campbell o f Ann ARbor pa id $33.00 i n t e r e s t and gave 
note f o r $300. Mr. C, Sen io r gave h i s note f o r $250. 
Robert went to Reeds s a l e . A inswor th loaned me e packer . 

31. Mr. C, Robert Ring and I repacked the app les . Drew up 
pumpkins. 

November 
1. Robert took B e l l e to her School a t Mr. Rooks. Potatoes 

r o t t i n g . Frank r a i s e d a house f o r E v e r e t t s . T . Casey 
worked on the H i l l fe rm. 

6. 



November 
4. Robert Ring and h i s boy p icked up c i d e r app les . 

6. Robert drew 36 b a r r e l s apples to A inswor th . 

12. Robert end T . Casey drawing wood to Reyno lds . Too wet to 
sou c l o v e r seed . 

15. Robert took care o f the wee boy wh i le E l i z e b e t h was gone. 
Wi l l iam Campbell b rought f i n e que r t e r o f bee f . 

18. Saved beef bones and s a l t e d bee f . Drew pumpkins. Lo ts o f 
showers. 

21. Peid the Fermen f o r husking $7.00, Ring $4.50, the boy 7 5 « . 
Near l y 500 bushels o f c o r n . 

24. Drew c o r n s t a l k s to the o l d barn and put the sheep i n the 
f i e l d . James Woosley and the German husked. Put 15 bushe ls 
o f apples i n the c e l l a r . 

26. The two Marys, Mr. C and I went to p l eessn t Thanksg iv ing 
et Wi l l iam Campbel ls . 

28. 492 bushels o f y e l l o w co rn on the s ide h i l l f i e l d . 224 on 
the f i e l d below the b r i d g e . 

30. Uent w i t h Mr. C to Stoney Creek bu ry ing ground and then to 
John Campbel ls. 

December 
1. Two Marys went t o o l d Mra. Ridenours f u n e r a l . Wife end 

I uent to Harvey James u i t h honey end $2.00 f o r he lp ing th 
t h r a s h . The road past the o l d Moon Ferm uhere ue f i r s t 
farmed i n America " l i k e the a lougn o f despond" . 

3. Exchanged 4 j bushe ls o f uheat f o r 140 pounds o f f l o u r end 
got uoo l t u i n e . 
Mr. C , Wife end I uent t o Mre. Gardeners to commiserete 
her 90th b i r t h d e y . Good D inner and p a r t y o f f r i e n d s . Reed 
e feu l i n e a and A. Campbell and f r i e n d s gsve her a p r e s e n t . 

5. Big change i n the weather , heavy snow. Robert and I uaded 
th rough the d r i f t a and fed the aheep under the o l d barn 
and housed the young c a t t l e . 

9. Robert dreu up e loed o f c o a l . The boys se t up the c o e l 
e t o v e . Heard o f the g r e a t V a n d e r b i l t s death end o l d Mr. 
F l e t c h e r s s i c k n e s s . Mrs . L hsd headache from c o a l s t o v e . 

12. Frank pa id $100 f o r uood so ld to Reyno lds . Uent to Toun 
to see about School Money end Texee . 

7. 



December 
14. Frenk end I uent to o ld Mr. F l e t c h e r s f u n e r e l . Another 

brave s t rong p ioneer l a i d under the c o l d snou. 

15. Robert and Hones et the o l d farm. Peid 3. M i l l e r $20.00 
f o r an outhouee e t the S c h o o l . 

19. Mary and I uent to Toun and pa id $19.22 f a r t a x e s . 

23. Uent to Toun and found Anna and A Chr is tmas box from S i s t e r 
Agnes. 

25. Wife end I uent to the E p i s c o p a l Church . Very feu uo rsh ippe rs 
The m i n i s t e r read the sermon v e r y f e e t . My o ld f r i e n d Wi l l iam 
Post g e t t i n g v e r y f e e b l e . O y s t e r d inner f o r same. 

28. So ld eggs e t 20 c e n t s . Received en i n v i t a t i o n to our Roberts 
uedding on Sa tu rday . Paid Rober t $40 e l l I oued him f o r 
u o r k i n g . 

29. Robert got some f u r n i t u r e from Bro the r Robert uho i s able to 
he lp the needy. Loaned Mrs. L $100 to psy $90.00 i n t e r e s t 
to Robert on note she kept f o r him s e v e r e ! years ago. 

31. Mrs. L, Anna, Mary, E l i z a b e t h , B e l l e , Frenk and I uent to 
our Roberts uedd ing . Great p a r t y , grand d inner and i t uas 
almost too much f o r me. What a i l s t h i s head o f mine? 

B. 



Neus from the H i s t o r i a n ' s O f f i c e : 

I t i s always good to hear from H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y Members, 
e s p e c i a l l y those from out o f town, hie r e c e n t l y heard from 
Mrs. Helen K i rk Wr igh t , who hed noted her f e t h e r * e name 
( 3 . P . K i r k ) i n the e r t i c l e about "The H i k e r " monument i n 
the l a s t i ssue of the " G l e a n i n g s " . Mr. K i r k uea a prominent 
lawyer and a member o f the 31et Regiment t ha t i a commemorated 
on the e t a t u e . 

Genealogy quer ies have r e c e n t l y been r e c e i v e d from s e v e r a l 
S t a t e s : Minnesota, Idaho, New J e r s e y end Washington ssk ing 
f o r ma te r ia l on ances tors who once l i v e d i n the a rea . Due to 
the resou rces h e r e , we ere able t o f u r n i e h i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Two graduate c lasses from Eas te rn Michigan U n i v e r s i t y Department 
o f P r e s e r v a t i o n and H i s t o r y have been u t i l i z i n g our ma te r i a l 
the paat feu weeks. The l o c a l h i s t o r y t o p i c s tha t have been 
chosen by some o f the s tudents i n c l u d e Hote ls and Tave rna ; The 
Opera House, Depot Toun, E a r l y Mayors and the R a i l r o a d s . 

Does anyone have a p i c t u r e o f the Horse draun car t ha t once 
took passengers from N. Washington S t r e e t a t Cross S t r e e t to 
the Mich igan C e n t r e l R a i l r o a d Depot? hie uou ld l i k e to have one. 

A book e n t i t l e d B u i l d i n g s o f Y p s i l a n t i u r i t t e n by end g i v e n 
by Denis Schmiedeke, e l o c a l A r c h i t e c t , i 8 an account o f the 
many t ypes o f A r c h i t e c t u r e i n the C i t y i n c l u d i n g homes, churches 
and bus iness p l a c e s . The book u i l l become a pa r t o f a 70 volume 
s e r i e s e n t i t l e d B u i l d i n g e o f The Un i ted S t a t e a . 
Th is enormous undertak ing i s co-sponsored by the Na t iona l 
Endowment f o r the Humani t ies , The S o c i e t y o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
H i s t o r i a n s and The Ox fo rd Preee . 



DID YOU KNOW 

That Y p s i l a n t i has a H i s t o r i c a l Cannon? 
Ue do, and i t i s l oca ted i n Prospect Park 
dn Prospect S t r e e t . Accord ing to re fe rences 
i n the A r c h i v e s , i t uas g i v e n to the G . A . R . 
(Grand Army o f the Repub l i c ) uh ich uas an 
a c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n at t ha t t ime. 

The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e i s quoted from the l o c a l 
neuspaper, October 30, 1954. 

An o l d lendmark on the eas t s i de i s the l a r g e cannon tha t stands 
i n Prospec t Pafck. 
I t uas g i ven to Carpenter Post G . A . R . , on the adv ice o f Mayor 
O l i v e r E. Thompson, uho had uorked f o r tuo years to ob ta in i t . 
The ueepon i e en anc ien t coes t defense gun from F o r t McClery , 
K i t t e r y , Meine. Meyor Thompson found i t t he re i n 1900 and on 
hear ing i t uas to be rep laced by a l a r g e gun, he app l ied f o r 
i t . I t took tuo years o f cor reepondence, because o f government 
red t a p e , to get i t ass igned to Y p s i l a n t i . Then the Ular Depor t 
ment dec ided not to g i v e any more guns. Houever , Ordinance 
S g t . O . E . w o l f , o f F o r t McC le ry , managed to conv ince the d e p a r t 
ment t h a t the cennon hod been promised to Y p s i l a n t i before t h s t 
o rde r ues mede. 
The cennon e r r i v e d here i n 1892 s f t e r S t a t i o n Agent D.M. Demon 
secured e s p e c i a l t r a n a p o r t a t i o n r a te from the Michigan C e n t r a l 
R a i l r o a d . 
C i t y Eng ineer Wi l l iam Blanchard designed and made wood end fremes 
from uh i ch the preaent c a r r i e g e was c a s t i n i r o n . 
The nex t problem was to ge t the cannon to the Park, then j u s t 
being deve loped . Oohn E n g e l , a depot merchant uho a l so d ie 
teeming h i t c h e d an e i g h t - h o r s e team to the p iece and c a r r i e d 
i t t o the f o o t o f East Cross S t r e e t h i l l - w h e r e i t s t a l l e d . A 
huge c i t y s tonecrusher u i t h t r a c t o r uheels come i n handy as a 
means o f s o l v i n g the d i f f i c u l t y . 
The cannon has been e s u b j e c t o f cameras f o r over 50 y e a r s . I t 
ue ighs about 10 tons and has a 10 i nch b a r r e l . 
Y p s i l a n t i r e s i d e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y those on the East s i d e , have 
long accepted i t ee a memorial to Mayor O l i v e r E. Thompson, 
uho uorked so hard to ob ta i n i t . 
I t was the source o f con t rowersary du r ing the scrap d r i v e e t the 
time o f wor ld Ulsr I I . Members o f the sa lvage committee made 
the mistake o f suggest ing the cannon be screpped f o r the war 
e f f o r t . 
A storm o f p r o t e s t broke from i r a t e r e s i d e n t s uho kneu end 
ve lued the h i s t o r y o f the g i a n t ueapon. 
The cannon i s s t i l l he ld i n h igh esteem. T h i s s p r i n g , a group 
o f scou ts gave i t a f i n e neu coat o f b lack p a i n t . 

Submitted by the Y p s i l a n t i C i t y H i s t o r i a n 
Dor is M i l l iman 



News from the Museum Gift Shop: 

A sale on all Gift Shop items is now in progress through May 30th. 
All items are 1 0 % off the ticketed price. 

we continue our practice of NO DISCOUNT on Archive m a t e r i a l s and 
books(such as the Atlas, Colburn, e t c . ) 

Come in and take advantage of the sale. Some Easter items are 
a v a i l a b l e . 

Support your Historical Society and Museum. 

SCHOOL TOURS 

The Museum offers tours for school and youth groups from October 
through May. May is our busiest time because the weather c o o p e r a t e s 
and the school groups can often combine their visit with a walking 
tour of parts cf the historic district of Y p s i l a n t i . 

R e s e r v a t i o n s for these tours must be made two weeks in a d v a n c e . 
Contact 483-1876 or 4 8 7 - 5 5 9 5 . Ue have found that children profit 
most when e visit to the Museum coincides with their study of 
Michigan History, early c r a f t s , c l o t h i n g , furniture, s c h o o l s , etc. 
Last year (1986) over 400 Children of school age toured the Museum. 
Ue have found that third grade children and beyond seem to be the 
most ready for our Museum e x p e r i e n c e . Ue are happy to make the 
Museum available as a source of e n r i c h m e n t for the school c u r r i c u 
lum . 

Marge Gauntlett 

11 . 
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Acquisitions o 

Mr. Denis Schmiedeke Book w r i t t e n by Mr. Schmiedeke 
on the Old B u i l d i n g s o f Y p s i l a n t i 

Mrs . John Ba r r 

F l o s s i e Bennet t end 
Haze l S t i t t 

E l n o r e M i l l e r 

Jewe l r y H o l d e r ; pen n i b s ; Evening 
bage; Carpet Sweeper; He i r orname 

Scrap books o f the Y p s i l a n t i hiome 
Fede re t i on C l u b ; M isce l l aneous , 
1945-48; 1949-50; 1955-59; 1968-6 
1973-75. 

Complete a e t - S e r v i c e f o r 1 o f 
d ishes from the Eas te rn S t a r . 

Dean Smith P i c t u r e o f C l e e r y Co l l ege end 
f e c u l t y . 

Miss Francee Uar ren 

C a l v i n Peterson 

D e l l s F lueche 

P a i r o f her F a t h s r ' a Baby Shoes 
Seve ra l H i s t o r i c a l P i c t u res 

C o u n c i l Minutes 4/8/48 

Copy o f Y p s i l a n t i Galop 

12 



Updates from Board of Director'e Meeting8 

Tuc Pointing has been completed in the basement. When additional 
electrical work is completed, painting uill be done. Bill Eely 
has spent several hours cleaning Up in the basement. 

Steire to basement end upsteirs (rear) ere to be returned to 
their original structure for safer access, hie ere uaiting for 
one more bid in order to present them to City Hell. 

Arthur Houard reported Leuie House repairs, pointing end cleening 
haa been completed after e fire that occurred thia uinter. 

It uee decided to paint the White Room and Display Room, then the 
first floor uill be almost completely redone. 

A Sesquicentennial fleg uee purcheeed for the Museum. 

Dominio'e Pizza of Ann Arbor has offerred e 1946 Tucker end 
driver for the Heritage FEstival Pareda. It uill be on display 
Friday end Sunday also et the Ypsilanti Historical Museum. 

Discussion to be held on having e Cash raffle as ue heve had 
the last two years during Festival time, to be eettled at next 
Board Meeting in April. 

MEMORIES 

The Ypsilanti Historical Society extends its eincere sympathy 
to Mr. & Mrs. William McCarthy in the recent loss of Ann's 
Mother, Cetherine McDermott. 

Ue are alam remembering Eileen Herrieon in the lose of her 
sister, Amy J. Herrieon. 

Ue uere sorry to heer of the deeth of Mre. Charles (Marion) 
Alban uho uae a member of the Society for many years. 

Billie Zolkosky 



Lewis House events i n 19B6 

On June 2nd ue had an attempted b r e a k - i n damaging the ou ts i de 
grade ent rance to the c e l l a r . . The p r o u l e r however d i d not 
en te r the c e l l a r as a second door uh ich ues locked prevented 
i t . The cos t o f r e p a i r s uas $304.70. Our insurance covered 
a l l by the $100.00 d e d u c t i b l e . 

A neu fu rnace uas i n s t a l l e d dur ing the f e l l by "A l W a l t e r ' s 
Company" a t a coat o f $2,065.00. T h i s f i g u r e i nc luded a neu 
f l u e l i n e r i n the Nor th Chimney uh ich shou ld p reven t conden-
ae t i on i n the Chimney causing the p l a s t e r to f a l l o f f the u e l l 
i n the u p s t a i r s bedroom. 

On the n i g h t o f September 10 th , en a r s o n i s t set f i r e to the 
r e a r k i t chen door caus ing cons ide rab le damege from f i r e , 
smoke end u e t e r . Hed i t not been f o r the f e e t a c t i o n o f our 
nex t door ne ighbors the f i r e cou ld have been d i s a s t r o u s . 
Coat o f r e p a i r s uere $7,589.67 o f uh ich ue on l y pe id the 
d e d u c t i b l e o f $100.00. As ide from the inconven ience and 
e x t r a l a b o r o f the Lewis House T rus tees ue perhaps gained 
from the f i r e es ue hsve tuo neu r e a r doors and door f rames, 
cupboards c leaned and tuo coats o f p a i n t on the d in ing room 
and k i t c h e n . 

Neu c u r t a i n rods and c u r t a i n s have been i n s t a l l e d on the 
K i t chen window and doo r . B i l l i e Warde l l made the c u r t a i n s . 

Tuo groups used the f a c i l i t y dur ing the y e e r ; houever ue 
u i l l meke en e f f o r t t o i n t e r e s t more use o f the house i n the 
f u t u r e . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t ted , 

A r thu r 3. Howard 
T rus tee end Reesurer 

Februe ry 23, 1987 

14. 



BUTTONS 

The Batuiay Button collection is presently on display at the Museum. 
There are over 14,000 in the c o l l e c t i o n . 

One of the earliest m e n t i o n s of button making as a trade occurred 
during the middle 13th C e n t u r y . Young men of ligitimate birth and 
more than 17 years old could become apprenticed to a button maker 
providing he paid one tenth of his mages to the King. 
These rules were established by a Frenchman Etienne B o i l e a r e . 
They remained in effect until the time of the French R e v o l u t i o n . 

Every substance known in the arts and trade is found in b u t t o n s . 
Match B o o k s , Stamps, and pressed glass are are nothing in diversity 
compared to b u t t o n s . 

Bone is the oldest material used. China or porcelain buttons were 
made in tremendous quanity in America until 1 9 1 0 . Few, if any, 
have been made since. 

In the 1B80's young girls were known to place shank buttons on a 
string and call it a "love string". But organized collecting as 
a hobby goes back only to 1 9 3 8 . ' 

Button are measured by l i n e s . Forty lines make one inch. All 
1/8 to 3/8 buttons are d i m i n t i v e , s o m e t i m e s called tiny or trim. 

Two thirds of all buttons made before 1820 were made for men. 

At the time of the Civil war, the Army had buttons,but did not 
have u n i f o r m s . 

The men wore regular suits but the usual buttons were replaced by 
brass buttons marked G A R . 

Here are a few clues to help you classify b u t t o n s : 

BALL: Any spherical button especially of smooth g l a s s . 

B A R O Q U E : 1Bth Century 

PAPERWEIGHT TYPE: T r a n s p a r e n t plastic resembling p a p e r w e i g h t . 

JET: Closely related to c o a l . 

GUTTA PERCHA: Hard rubber, black and shiny. 

T0LE: Painted tin originated in Wales in 1 6 0 0 . 

A b u t t o n with a 4 way m e t a l shank tells you it was made in E u r o p e . 



ORAL HISTORY 

Thanks to the installation of special q u a r t e r s in the 
Museum basement, progress is being made in proper 
indexing and filing of the taoe r e c o r d i n g s which r e 
count interssting events in the lives of Ypsilanti 
r e s i d e n t s . 

Following the advice of staff members at the Michigan 
H i s t o r i c a l Collection in the Bentley b u i l d i n g of the 
University of Michigan North Campus, the tapes are 
being preserved in w o o d e n , rather than metal files. 
The audio industry is still too young to determine 
the life of tapes but, through a r r a n g e m e n t s with the 
Bentley Staff and with the Audio Visual Department 
at Eastern Michigan University, d u p l i c a t e s of most 
of the tapes have been m a d e . The originals are being 
preserved but with restricted u s e . 

Indexing requires that nearly all have to be played 
and natations made as to the c o n t e n t s so that 
r e s e a r c h e r s may readily find desired m a t e r i a l . The 
indexing at this time ,is about half done and new 
tapes are being added to the 60 already a v a i l a b l e . 

The index cards are kept in the archives area for 
convenient r e f e r e n c e . 

There are two recorders available and s u g g e s t i o n s 
as to additional persons to be interviewed are 
always w e l c o m e . 

A r r a n g e m e n t can also be made for families to obtain 
copies of the t a p e s . 

Eileen Harrison 
Chairman of Oral History 



Y p s i l a n t i ' s He r i t age F e s t i v a l 
On the Day Again 

August 21,22 and 23rd bringa ell the fun, color and excitement 
of Ypsilanti's yesteryear Featival back to Depot Toun and 
Riveraide Park. 

Colorful flags, tents, artists and craftsmen uill line the Huron 
River in the perk. The Frenzen Bros., old time circua will 
thrill all comers in Frog Island Perk. 

Loads of activities like a horse-shoe pitching contest, Marble 
Tournament, a Children'e Talent contest, Antique coatume fashion 
show and free entertainment on the dock in Riveraide Park are 
planned for fair-goere. 

The wallende's high wire act will be a stellar attraction. The 
Northwest Territories Association will be encamped et the south 
end of Riveraide perk for ell who delight in creative anachronism. 

Parades, bottles, fife end drum groups, country music, jazz, 
quilts, antique steam and gaa engines, food-all this and more on 
tap for our Seaquicentennlal Celebration. 
Invite everyone home for Michigan's 150th Birthday. 
Contact Ypailanti Visitor's and Convention Bureau for brochures 
and achadulee 482-4920. 



News from the Archives Office: 

Spring is here as I I O D K out the window, the sun is shining 
flowers are blooming, herb garden is coming up but oh, I must 
get back to w o r k . 

We are looking for s u g g e s t i o n s on ideas for a float for the 
4th of duly parade, (workers t o o ) . I am sure some of you 
would enjoy putting your energy into building one. Ue would 
keep it in tact and use it in the Festival Parade im August 
a l s o . So think abcut it and give me a call at the office and 
I shall get the informati on and your name to the proper chair 
man for follow-up. 

DUES INFORMATION 

Dues are due January 1st of each year. 
They are as f o l l o w s : 

Single $3.00 Business $50.00 
Family $5.00 Life Member $100.00 

Where else can you get a bargain like this? 

If you are not a member and would be interested in joining 
fill out the bottom of this sheet and mail it to the Office 
or stop by the O f f i c e . Remember, Office h o u r s - 9 : 0 0 A.M.-
1 2 : 0 0 Noon, Monday through Friday. 

* 

Billie Zolkosky 

> 

> 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Single $3.00 
Family $5.00 
Contributing $10.00 

Business $50.00 
Life Member $100.00 

Name 
Address_ 
City State Zip 
Telephone 
Checks payable to Ypsilanti Historical Society 

220 North Huron Street 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

Would you enjoy working at the Museum? Yes 
The Society is a non-profit organisation. 



CHRON 3,ANNOUNC4 
TO: Newsletter, Ypsilanti Historical Society 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 

F R O M : Washtenaw County Historical Society 
c/o Ellen Prosser, 1831 Alhanbra, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

COPY for YOUR HgWSimJTf 

ALIENS AMD SCOUNDRELS....Scandal—Intrigue—Coaedy—Historyl 

A nev Michigan historical play, Aliens and Scoundrel* by Ellen Prosser, 

will be produced in Ann Arbor June 3 through 6 at Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre in the 

Michigan League on the caapus of the university of Michigan. Washtenaw County 

Historical Society sponsors the production as a sesquicentennial treat and 

invites historical groups to join the fun. 

The coaedycentral figure is the "boy governor" of Michigan, Stevens T. 

Mason, who at 19 was appointed Secretary of the Territory of Michigan. 

To watch hin struggle to sake Michigan a state is to be privy to the antics 

of seasoned frontier politicians, and Prosser treats thea all with insightful 

huaor. Prosser, after 3i years of research, presents a play that laughs 

respectfully at our Michigan forebears. What could be aore fun than the Toledo 

War in which no one gets hurt but so auch gets changed? 

Ms. Prosser holds an M.A. in Theatre froa the University of Michigan and 

won a John Gaasner Manorial Playwriting Award froa the Hew England Theatre 
a 

Conference. Aliens in directed by Ala Paik, Ph.D., Theatre, the U. of M. 

The sat is designed by Alan Billings, head of scenic design at the D. of M. 

The production is nounted with grant funds froa the Michigan Council for the 

arts and the cooperation of the "Celebration *87" Sesquicentennial Events 

Coaaittee of The university of Michigan and the Ann Arbor Civic Theatre. 
Theatre: The Lydia Mendelssohn, Michigan League, University of Michigan 

200 Fletcher at West Washington. 

Group discount, $l/ticfcet, 20 or aore. Handicap access. 
Entire house, saae price. Specify aain floor or balcony. 
Evening prices: June 3, 4: $8; June 5, 6, $9. Sat. Matinee, $7. 

To order tickets: send checks and self-addressed staaped envelope to 
Washtenaw County Historical Society 
c/o Pauline Walters - (313) 663-2379, 764-3982 
2200 Fuller load, Apt. 1202B, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

[—END—) 



ft I icns and Scoundrels 
by Ellen Prosser """" ̂ ^^)T]^CO \i 

FROM THE PLAY - — ^ 
"I am the hunter and Lucas the fox, yet he chases me."—Stevens T. (Tom) Mason, Michigan 

"I love canals—the digging, water, horses—the tolls."—Robert Lucas, Ohio Governor 
"We are fast approaching A HORRID BORDER WAR!"—Major Benjamin Franklin Stickney, Toledo 

"If you want to be Governor ...settle the boundary, get 
rid of the Indians, and come into the Union with a 
slave state...." —Andrew Jackson, President, to Mason 

Can Tom, 19, rash would-be Governor, outsmart 
seasoned politicians? Ohio's Governor Lucas would 
rewrite history to feed his own ambition. Land 
speculator Stickney would redraw a boundary to 
promote his greedy dream. Andy Jackson and Lewis 
Cass would entertain the Indians. 

SHHHhhh...it»s scandal! 
...it's intrigue! 
...it's comedy! 
...IT'S HISTORY! 

HORRENDOUS plot! 
Mason vs. Stickney and Lucas 
Detroit—Capitol of Michigan 
US Treasury with surplus 
Ohio/Michigan war on the boundary 

A SESQUICENTENNIAL TREAT.... 

Directed by Ala Faik, Ph.D., Theatre, University of Michigan 

Scenic Design - Alan Billings, Head, Scenic Design, Theatre Dept., University of Michigan 
Costume Design - Kharia Al-Attar, M.A., Theatre, Costume, University of Michigan 
Lighting Design - Douglas Mueller, M.F.A., Theatre, Lighting (May 1987), U. of Michigan 

— About the Playwright — 
Ellen Prosser researched in Michigan and Ohio for 3± years before writing Aliens and  
Scoundrels. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Ms. Prosser has lived in Michigan since 1953 and 
has an M.A., Theatre, University of Michigan. Her play, She Brought Me Violets, won a 
John Gassner Award from the New England Theatre Conference, was produced in Ann Arbor 
in 1982. Ms. Prosser received a Jules and Avery Hopwood Award while attending U. of M. 

ALIENS AND SCOUNDRELS - A Sesquicentennial Celebration of Michigan History 

Produced by theWashtenaw County Historical Society. With support of the Michigan 
Council for the Arts. Co-sponsored by The University of Michigan Celebration '87 
Committee with funding from the Michigan Council of the Humanities. With cooperation 
of Ann Arbor Civic Theatre. 

June 3-6, 1987 Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre, Ann Arbor 
For tickets, fill out this coupon. Mail with check and stamped self-addressed  
envelope to Pauline Walters, Washtenaw County Historical Society, 2200 Fuller Rd., 
Apt. #1202B, Ann Arbor, MI 48105. 

All sales, best available 
seats; $l/seat discount for 
group sales, 20 or more. 
Handicap access. 
Phone Ms. Walters, 
(313) 663-2379, 764-3982. 
Your name 
Address 

No. 
Wed., June 3, 8 pm 
Thurs., June OO pm 
Fri., June 5, 8 pm 
Sat., June 6, 2 pm 
Sat., June 6, 8 pm 

(specify) 
Bale/Main Fl. Price  

S 8 . 0 0  
>8T0O~  
>9~T0O~  

$ 7 . 0 0 

$ 9 . 0 0 

Total of the check enclosed 

number, street, apt. city state 

Totals 

Z I P 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LaVerne Houard 
1435 Uli tmire 
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T r e a s u r e r 
483-2977 

S e c r e t a r y 
482-8443 
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