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A Message from the President 

Time rolls quite fast when there is so much to do and too 
few to do it. As you know, time and money have to be considered 
when working on a budget deadline for the museum. 

Since my last oral report at the April 12th meeting, our 
electrical work has been completed in the basement thanks to 
Bill Zolkosky and his generosity. Uork on the back stairways of 
the museum are progressing nicely and appear at this time to be 

what was needed. The outside of the building will have the 
trim painted which is necessary to preserve the wood from the 
weather and what money that is left will be used to redecorate 
the inside rooms downstairs. 

Because of a bad financial situation for the city this year, 
our budget was reduced considerably. 

The Board bought two evergreen shrubs and these were planted 
by the back porch. A marked improvement. The Board purchased 
flowers to be planted around the front of the house and for a 
strip of the margin to coinside with the houses on each side of 
us. Owners of the other houses Gerry UJoodside and Chuck Soule. 
Gerry planted all inside the walk, water and keep the weeds out. 
Assisting Chuck on the margin was, Ron Miller, Ann McCarthy, Val 
Franklin and Carolyn McKeever. A truly beautiful sight. 

we have had many wonderful acquisitions this past several 
months with the largest being an 1B68 Steinway Grand Piano for our 
parlor. Given by Mr. Elliot Goldberg of Troy, Michigan. 
Mr. Goldberg is President of Associates Creative of Troy, It is 
valued at $22,000.00. 

Ule have hosted the Mayors Day reception this year with a 
reception at the Literary Club and then a tour of the museum. A 
large crowd attended. U!e also hosted the retirement reception for 
Ooan Helkaa with another large attendance. 

Many group tours have been conducted through the museum, not 
only adults but also children's tours from local schools. 

Coming up is the Heritage Festival August 21, 22 and 23, '87. 
This is a time for fun and hard work for the whole membership. 
The museum is in the center of all the activity and things come 
alive in this area. 

This year we expect to have a Tucker Automobile on exhibit 
for three days in the yard. Possibly we may have three other 
Classic cars also for Saturday only. The Tucker will be used in 
the parade to represent the museum cars by courtesy of Domino's 
Pizza. 
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There is something that a lot of us may have f o r g o t t e n . -
The Lewis House. A little hint. This house belongs to each and 
every member of our Historical Society. Get involved, its 
yours and m i n e . 

The Lewis House will be open for free tours dueing the 
F e s t i v a l . Saturday and Sunday 1-5 P.M. 

Annual Meeting set for Sept. 20, 1 9 8 7 . 

Annual dinner will be November 1, 1 9 8 7 . 
Place to be a n n o u n c e d . 

LaVerne G. Howard 
President 
Ypsilanti Historical Society 
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MUSEUM RENOVATION 

A c o n t r a c t o r i s c u r r e n t l y re -work ing the b a c k s t a i r s and basement 
s t a i r s as pa r t o f the on-go ing r e n o v a t i o n / r e s t o r a t i o n work being 
done at the Museum. Sometime ago i t was determined tha t the two 
s ta i rways were out o f l o c a t i o n as f a r as the o r i g i n i a l i n s t a l l a t i o n 
was concerned. The s ta i rway to the second f l o o r has been s t r a i g h t ­
ened out and work i s n e a r l y complete. The basement s ta i rway i s 
p r o p e r l y t o r n apar t and being worked upon. 

When the c o n t r a c t o r , Mr. Glen Reynolds , f i n a l l y d isassembled the 
basement s t a i r w a y , i t uas d i s c o v e r e d tha t the ent rance from the 
f i r s t f l o o r has, over the y e e r s , been i n two d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s ! 
However, we are con t i nu ing w i t h our f i r s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n as the : ; 
o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n . , t h i s w i l l be from the ha l lway at the door o f 
T h i s w i l l be from the ha l lway at the door o f the A r c h i v e s . T h i s , 
o f c o u r s e , means r e - l o c a t i n g the door to the A r c h i v e s - o f f i c e a r e a , 
which i s being done. 

Once the work i s completed, access to the second f l o o r end to the 
basement w i l l be v e r y much improved. Ue are c e r t a i n everyone w i l l 
be p leased w i th the r e s t o r a t i o n . 

GLEANINGS 

The Gleanings come out on time i n o rder to b r i n g you the l a t e s t 
i n fo rma t ion r e l a t i v e to the Museum and the S o c i e t y . And t h i s 
comes about i n g rea t p a r t due to the e f f o r t s put f o r t h by a few 
people beck o f the scenes : B i l l i e Zolkosky makes c e r t a i n t ha t 
a r t i c l e s are w r i t t e n f o r each e d i t i o n , and then types i t and has 
i t rep roduced . Pu t t i ng i t a l l t oge the r i n i t s f i n a l form i s the 
work o f s e v e r a l v o l u n t e e r s , but s p e c i a l thanks go to Frank and 
Rene'e Burgess who show up each e d i t i o n . Many, many thanks go 
to a l l those tha t c o n t r i b u t e to the G lean ings , o f which we p u b l i s h 
and send out approx imate ly 400. 

David R. G a u n t l e t t 
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FROM THE HISTORIAN'S OFFICE 

The collection of reference books in the Historian's Office has 
recently added the book Great pages of Michigan History from the  
Detroit Free Press, published by Wayne State University, 1987. 

As the preface states: "It is not a textbook history. It is 
meant to be a scrapbook that pulls together reports of important 
events, such as Elections and Wars and more subtle events such as 
Furniture Sales and Movie Openings". It is really glimpses into 
the past that show what life was like for our Ancestors. The first 
page is dated September 27, 1832 and the last page bears the date 
April 15, 1986. 

It is a fascinating collection of News stories and you are welcome 
to come and read it. 

Another newly acquired piece is a copy of the notes of the Survey of 
the Territorial Road, commencing at Timothy Sheldons in Wayne County 
at the 22$ Mile Road Post of the- Chicago Road. 

Territorial Road traverses the State from Sheldon on the East to the 
mouth of the St. Joseph River in Berrian County of the West. 

We are always interested in Femily Histories to add to our collection 
and welcome records from family Bibles. 
Speaking of Bibles, does anyone know the whereabout of a Clark  
Family Bible? The Clark FAmily lived in Superior Township. 
Please let ua know if you have any information about it. 



May 19th was Mayors exchange day. The Mayor and s e v e r a l c o u n c i l 
members from Bay C i t y toured the Museum. 

June 11th we hosted a re t i r emen t r e c e p t i o n f o r 3oan He lkaa, 
a s s i s t a n t to the C i t y Manager. She r e t i r e d a f t e r 23 years 
w i t h the C i t y . 

Ue want to c o n g r a t u l a t e Hazel S t i t t f o r the honor o f being chosen 
Grand Marsha l l o f the 4th o f J u l y parade. 

Hazel has mainta ined many long- t ime memberships i n area c lubs 
i n c l u d i n g a 67 year c h a r t e r membership i n the American Leg ion 
A u x i l i a r y U n i t 282, a long time membership i n the Py th ian S i s t e r s , 
and 57 year membership i n the Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l Uomen's 
C l u b . 

She i s a l so a member o f the Y p s i l a n t i H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y and a 
l o y a l gu ide , the Ann Arbor Ed ison r e t i r e e s , shere she worked 
f a r 39 y e a r s , a l i f e long membership i n the Cong rega t i ona l 
Church o f Y p s i l a n t i . 

Cong ra tu l a t i ons Hazel on being the f i r s t lady Grand M a r s h a l l . 

Ann McCarthy 
D i r e c t o r 
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HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED? 

Thara l a a Marker a t the nor thwest co rner o f B a l l a r d and Emmet 
S t r e e t * uh i ch i a parhapa one o f the l e a s t conspicuous and l e a s t 
n o t i c e d i n the c i t y . I t marks the s i t e uhare once stood the 
home o f the Reverend John D. P i e r c e , Founder o f the P u b l i c School 
System o f M ich igan . He l i v e d at t h i s address from 1867-18B0. 
The Marker uas i n s t a l l e d by the Rotary Club o f Y p s i l a n t i i n 1923. 

The Reverend John D. P ie r ce uho uas a f f e c t i o n a t e l y c a l l e d Fa ther 
P i e r c e , uas born February I B , 1797 at C h e s t e r f i e l d , Neu York and 
d ied A p r i l 5, 1882 at Marsha. l l , M ich igan . He not on ly dev i sed 
the f i r s t schoo l system f o r Michigan i n January 1837 and he ld the 
O f f i c e o f Super in tendent o f P u b l i c I n s t r u c t i o n f o r f i v e y e a r s . 

I n 1850 he uas e lec ted a member of the Michigan C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n . 

I n 1852 he d e l i v e r e d the opening o f the "Normal Schoo l " here i n 
Y p s i l a n t i . A man o f many a t ta inments , he has a iuays been c o n s i d ­
ered a gu id ing l i g h t f o r Eas te rn Michigan U n i v e r e i t y , end the 
man f o r uhom P ie rce H a l l i s named. 

Dor is M i l l iman 



MONTH OF MAY-SCHOOL TOURS 

Our Museum wes ve ry busy du r ing the month o f May. T h i s i s the 
month eech year when groups o f c h i l d r e n from l o c a l schoo ls are 
l e a r n i n g about e a r l y Michigan and e a r l y Y p s i l a n t i h i s t o r y . 
Dur ing t h i s u n i t o f s tudy they p lan to v i s i t the Museum to see 
d i s p l a y s o f e a r l y a r t i f e c t s . Most o f these groups a l so en joyed 
welk ing t o u r s o f Y p s i l a n t i h i s t o r i c a l areas snd v i s i t e d the 
Towner House C h i l d r e n ' s Muaeum. 

The c l a s s l e v e l s o f the c h i l d r e n ranged from second grede th rough 
Middle S c h o o l . P a r t i c i p a t i n g schoo ls were: Adams E lementary , 
A rd ia E lementary , Chepe l le E lementary , Estabrook E lementary , 
George Elementary and Edmonson Middle S c h o o l . A l t o g e t h e r 430 
c h i l d r e n toured the Museum dur ing the month. 

So many schoo l t o u r s r e q u i r e d many Museum Gu ides . These s p e c i a l 
guides gave f r e e l y o f t h e i r t ime, p e t i e n c e , end unders tend ing to 
work w i th the c h i l d r e n end answer t h e i r meny i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n s . 
The f o l l o w i n g gu ides were a v a i l a b l e to he lp t h i s y e e r : 

Be t t y T u n n i c l i f f e , Marge and David G a u n t l e t t , 
Marion V o r c e , Mary B loomqu is t , E leanor Lee , 
Sue B i n d e r , Dora Reeves, Normajean Anderson, 
B i l l i e W a r d e l l , Eva K e l l y , Grace C o r n i s h , Kathryn 
Howard, Ann Thomas, Char les M o r r i s o n , D o t t i e 
D isbrow, Ann McCarthy and Jane t F o r d . 

The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Committee wants to thank each o f the Guides f o r 
t h e i r i n v a l u a b l e h e l p . The Museum would not be a v a i l a b l e to the 
Community end School c h i l d r e n w i t hou t the Gu ides . 

Merge G e u n t l e t t 
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MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

The Museum G i f t Shop i s p repar ing f o r Her i tage F e s t i v a l Days 
i n Auguat . We-have s o u v e n i r s o f Y p s i l a n t i and ue u i l l have 
a a p a c i a l s e l e c t i o n o f Rockdale Stoneuare p ieces p e r s o n a l i z e d 
u i t h YPSILANTI . Tha ahop cont inues to c a r r y the popu lar Kay 
Dae l i n e n touela—-among them, one o f a Michigan daaign uh i ch 
i a ve r y app rop r ia te f o r M ich igan ' s Seaqu icen tenn ia l y e a r , 
we a l ready c a r r y Seaqu icen tenn ia l bu t t ons , f l a g s and p i n s . 

Remember--Support your H i s t o r i c a l Museum by shopping at our 
G i f t Shop, hie are open ueek-ends from 2-4 p .m. 

Marge Gaun t l e t t 
G i f t Shop Chairman 
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r i Acquisitions 
' I 

D 

Mrs. Ann Thome 

Mrs . John Rosso 

Miss Do r i s Mi l l iman 

Paul Chapman Family 

R ichard Oltmanns 

M r s . 3. Eluiell 

Miaa U . E l l i o t t 

Ma j . H. M. Senf f 

Rev. F. Tomsett 

E l i z a b e t h T s c h i r d t 

Miss D o r i s M i l l imen 

L t . C o l . A l l e n D. B u t l e r 

3 D i r e c t o r i e s - M i c h i g a n S ta te 
Normal School 1928,1930 & 1931 

3 Pieces o f sheet Music 

Wash stand c.1860- was owned 
by her G rand fa the r . 
Small d i s h g i ven by C i t y Fue l 
Company -Yps i l an t i . 

2 P i c t u r e s o f c leanup i n R i v e r s i 
Park approx imate ly e a r l y 5 Q ' s . 
1 2-man Cross cu t saw 

Hand made gadget f o r sending coc 
1 o l d f l a s h l i g h t 
Student Handbook -Yps i l an t i High 
School-1952-53. 
1 C e r t i f i c a t e - S e l l i n g War Stamps: 
1 Copy o f Na t i ona l C u r r e n c y -
Na t i ona l Bank o f Y p s i l a n t i . 

Scrap B o o k - Y p s i l a n t i Crime 
Commission 1973-1975 
1 p a i r C h i l d ' s Stock ing s t r e t c h e 
1 p a i r C h i l d ' s Kid g l oves 
1 Pee r l ess A t l as c . 1901 
1 School Cooking Apron- 1923 

4 Napkin Rings and 2 hand made 
d o i l i e s . 

P i c t u r e o f 3rd Grade-Prospec t 
5chool 1920 

P inck ing shears 

Gas Mask - I I .W. I 

3 books- Sec re ts o f the House 
Grandparen ts , I n c . B .K issane 
Grant S t r e e t Ve rse -Pau l Hubbe l l 

9 P i c t u r e s found i n a t t i c o f 
o l d house he bought . 
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M r s . Mary Stewart 1 pair grey kid g l o v e s 
1 pair grown suede g l o v e s 
2 psirs white kid g l o v e s 
1 pair silk b l o o m e r s 
1 lace bra 
1 lace short slip 
1 cotton purse 
2 beaded purses 
1 lace runner 
4 fans 
1 bar soap 

Family of Phoebe M i l l e r Numerous C h i l d r e n ' s B o o k s 
Games 
Old style spice boxes and 
Tins 
Old Pencil Box 
Many Hats 
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PLEfiSE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

CRAFT SHOW 

YPSILANTI HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17, 1987 

10:00 A.M. 4:00 P.M. 
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THE yPSIlANTI PIAYERS 

THE 
YPSILANTJ 
PLAYERS 

SESQUKENTEMAL 

SHOW 

m i 

I 

tkuUng the Henltage Festival the. Ypsilanti Players will 
pruent "An Encode o£ Yesteryear*, Vtssert and Vicuna. o£ 
old Ypsilanti and J. U. Barrlz's "The Twelve found Look*. 

Historical _ characteJU, iound In the Ypsilanti Archive* 
will make. Up tho, sketches played before, the. One Act Ptay 
which {Jjut was presented by the. original Players in 
their opening season 0$ J9I5-J9J6. 

Performances will be. in St. Lake* Episcopal ChuA.dk 
audita.UMin {originally the. Quirk Theatre.) on August 21st 
and 22nd at $t30 p.m. and on Sunday, August 23rd, 19x7 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission will be changed. This Is the beginning o£ 
a restoration c( youA to cat community theatre, to regular 
active service. 

This production lb supported by the Michigan Council lor 
the. Ant*. 

We need total comunity support to again become the group that was so well known 
In the. past. 

Tkada Llskow, Secretary 
Ypsilanti Players 
434-32*9 

http://ChuA.dk
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