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DEAR FRIENDS OF YPSILANTI HISTORY: 

FOR THE SEVENTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 
ADMINISTRATION AND CITY COUNCIL HAVE DENIED OUR REQUEST TO LET US 
ASSUME THE USE OF THE CARRIAGE HOUSE DIRECTLY BEHIND THE MUSEUM. 
WE COULD MOVE OUR OFFICE AND ARCHIVES THERE AND HAVE THE ENTIRE 
HOME TO USE AS A MUSEUM AND DISPLAY SPACE WHILE RELIEVING A SERIOUS 
NEED FOR ADDED SPACE. 

THE CITY HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE TO PROVIDE US WITH FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS AS TO THE PROFITS IT DERIVES FROM THE CURRENT RENTALS SO 
THIS CANNOT BE THE REASON. SOME FEEL WE NEED NO LOCAL MUSEUM AS 
THE STATE OPERATES ONE IN LANSING AND WILL PRESERVE ANYTHING WORTHY 
OF PRESERVATION. 

FOR WHATEVER REASON WE STILL HAVE NO ADDED SPACE AND WE ARE RUNNING 
OUT OF ROOM. THE ONLY REMAINING ALTERNATIVE IS TO START DISPOSING 
OF WHAT WE HAVE NOW TO MAKE ROOM FOR FUTURE ACQUISITIONS. We 
ESTIMATE WE NOW HAVE SPACE TO STORE AND DISPLAY THINGS GOING BACK 
75 YEARS.. ITEMS BEYOND THE 75 YEAR MARK WHICH ARE MORE VALUABLE 
SUCK AS A CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR FROM THE CIVIL WAR COULD BE 
AUCTIONED OFF. LESSER OBJECTS COULD BE PART OF THE ULTIMATE YARD 
SALE AND ANYTHING REMAINING COULD BE DISCARDED. 

OF COURSE, THIS MIGHT HAVE A CHILLING EFFECT ON FUTURE GIFTS TO THE 
MUSEUM BUT IT WOULD HELP WITH THE SPACE PROBLEM AT THE SAME TIME. 
THE AUCTION AND YARD SALE COULD TAKE PLACE DURING HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
AND BE PROMOTED AS YPSILANTI SELLING OFF ITS HERITAGE IN ORDER TO 
LET LANSING DO EVERYTHING. 

YOU MAY HAVE SOME OTHER IDEAS AND WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO HEAR FROM 
YOU. 

WE ARE INCLUDING IN THIS ISSUE OUR MOST RECENTLY ADOPTED BUDGET FOR 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 7 / 1/96 THROUGH 6/30/97. MANY OF 
THESE FIGURES ARE BASED ON THE ACTUAL EXPERIENCE OF RECENT YEARS. 
A FEW ARE INITIATIVES IN PROMOTING THE EFFORTS OF YOUR 
ORGANIZATION. HOWEVER, THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF ANY BUDGET IS 
YOU. WE NEED NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS, VOLUNTEERS OF EVERY 
NATURE AND DESCRIPTION AND PROMOTION THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY. 
SOMETIMES YOU SEE THE SAME PEOPLE OVER AND OVER AGAIN DOING THE 
TASKS ABOUT THE MUSEUM. THIS IS NOT BECAUSE WE WANT A CLOSED AND 
EXCLUSIVE SOCIETY - IT IS A REFLECTION OF THE DAUNTING TASK OF 
RECRUITING NEW VOLUNTEERS TO GET THE VARIOUS JOBS DONE. 

THE HERITAGE FESTIVAL OFFERS THE LARGEST NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES. PLEASE HELP US MAKE THIS A RECORD YEAR FOR 
YESTERYEAR BY HELPING OUT DURING THIS THREE DAY PERIOD. 

PETER B. FLETCHER 
PRESIDENT 
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AN YPSILANTI AUTOMOBILE DRIVER 

In this Anniversary of The Automobile, it is interesting to read 
about early ones in our city. The following material was compiled 
by children in the Ypsilanti Schools in 1982 for the Ypsilanti 
Community History Project. We are indebted to them for the 
research. 

Before we relate the stories, let us tell you something about the 
owners and drivers of the vehicles. 

One of thee drivers was Miss Gertrude E. Woodard who lived at the 
Huron Hotel before her death in 1967. From her window, she could 
watch what was happening in downtown Ypsilanti, even to watching 
the flight pattern of the pigeons. 

Miss Woodard once owned a Covert Motorette which she purchased in 
1901 when she visited the factory at Lockport, New York. Since she 
worked in Ann Arbor as a Law Librarian at the University of 
Michigan, she thought it best to ask her employer if she might 
drive the "innovation " to the Campus" I went to Dean Hutchins 
about it" She said," and he brought his hand down emphatically on 
the arm of his chair , exclaiming " What in the world do you want 
with an automobile?' Miss Woodard knew she was going to drive the 
car to Ann Arbor for she was determined to do so. She was just 
waiting for the car to be delivered by Railroad. She hadn't driven 
it home because some adjustments were necessary, it being geared so 
high she would not be abe to start it. 

Finally, the big day of arrival came. She found it easy to turn 
the crank in the left side of the car, then take her place on the 
right side of the seat. She steered the vehicle with a bar, rather 
than a wheel. A bell on the dash, such as bicycles have, warned 
traffic. In the evening a flickering carbon light illuminated the 
road. 

When Miss Woodard drove her car to Ann Arbor, she parked it behind 
the Law Building and classes had to be suspended with she started 
it, for the explosive sound was too disruptive. 

The story as the children wrote it. 

Upon further acquaintance with her new possession, Miss Woodard 
began accumlating an array of preventives against disaster. It wa 
chain driven instead of shaft driven, and in case it threw a chain 
she must have a spare ready. She stored away an extra battery 
also. And then the gasoline! Getting out of gasoline was the 
commonest route to grief, there was no reserve tank. She remembers 
once taking refuge in the D.U.R. car in front of the 
Breakey house on Packard Road and trying for the nonchalant air of 
a person casually resting when the dismaying discovery was made 
that her gas was gone. It only took a pint to make the run to Ann 
ARbor, but she carried not only a can with extra gas, but a 
measuring stick to take soundings. 
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Once she ran out of gas near the water-tower. she and a student 
passenger pushed the car to the crest of the hill and it obligingly 
coasted to Zwergel's. Mrs. Zwergel had been cleaning clothes with 
gasoline. Perhaps she had a little bit left. She had. Yes, she 
had a teacupful. So in went the cupful and home was reached in high 
gear. 

Those were days of dirt roads. To get traction in mud or sand, 
Miss Woodard carried newspapers and a strip of burlap, there was 
no reverse gear to back out of trouble. 

At the Covert Factory, Miss Woodard had been instructed to use only 
high test gasoline so that it would not leave carbon on the pistons 
head and overheat. Alger Abel, who often rode with her(he is now 
with Continental Motor Co., in Muskegon), heard the dealer say he 
didn't believe Miss Woodard knew high test from low and he was 
going to try her out. She at once began testing all she bought of 
him, and presently found low test gas in her tank. He was 
chagrined when she sent for him to come and take out the gas he had 
put in and replace it with high test. With him she had no further 
troubi e. 

TRAFFIC TOO HEAVY 
When the students began driving, Miss Woodard stopped. 

Larger cars began to appear, Some discourteously crowded her to the 
side of the road. She had driven ten years without an accident and 
decided to retire with her perfect record. She took out her last 
license in 1911 at a cost of $3.50 which included a driver's card. 
She bought regular house numbers for front and rear of her car, 
corresponding to the number on her License. The last was 1240, 
meaning 1240 cars in Michigan in 1911. Miss Woodard subscribed for 
the Horseless Age and Motor Age and read them faithfully and with 
profit. Eventually she gave the file to the University Library. 

The Motorette, still preserved in the Joseph Thompson garage, has 
been driven in 4th of July parades. True to form it once ran out 
of gasoline in front of the Edison Building. 



ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

The Administration Committee has been busy promoting the Museum. 
In May we had 2 Teachers Teas planned. One day for Lincoln 
Teachers and the next week for the Ypsilanti School District. We 
were a little disappointed on the turnout but it may have been a 
bad time of the year, so we will try again later. 

Diane Schick and Cathy Kemling were busy as they took some of the 
items from the Gift Shop to the Business Expo and Ypsilanti Area 
Street Rod Annual Show and Shine, this was a good way to promote 
our Museum out in the community. There are still a lot of people 
who don't even know we exist and some have lived here all their 
lives. We constantly have to be telling people about our Museum 
and what wonderful things we have in it. 

The Docent Luncheon was held June 20th with about 50 docents and 
guests present. The lunch was delicious and we hope everyone 
enjoyed the program on how the Society and Museum were organized 
and put together through the years. 

We have had a few school tours this spring but not as many as 
usual. 

Heritage days are coming up and we are going to have extended 
hours so this means we need docents for extra hours. 91 in all. 
If you can help or know of someone who might like to volunteer 
please call me at 484-0080. You do not have to be a docent to 
help, we will have information for each room available, the hours 
are: August 16th, 2:00-4;00 p.m.; August 17th, 12:00 p.m.- 7:00 
p.m.; and August 18th 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

June 15th was the Annual Yard Sale, it was a success and we were 
busy gathering, marking and working the day of the sale. Thanks to 
all of you who brought things in and helped. 

Our thanks to Paul Jameson for all his help in repairing and 
helping around the Museum. Our thanks also to Roger and Lois Katon 
for all their help in keeping the yard up. It is people like them 
who keep the museum in the condition that it is. 

Don't forget if you can help with Heritage Days please call, I 
really need help. 

Thank you in advance. 

Virginia Davis 
Chairman Administration Committee. 
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UNDERSTANDING A CHILD'S 
VIEW OF RETIREMENT 

AFTER A CHRISTMAS BREAK, A TEACHER ASKED HER PUPILS HOW THEY SPENT 
THEIR HOLIDAYS. ONE SMALL BOY WROTE THIS: 

"WE ALWAYS USED TO SPEND CHRISTMAS WITH GRANDPA AND GRANDMA. THEY 
USED TO LIVE IN A BIG, BRICK HOME, BUT GRANDPA GOT RETARDED AND 
THEY MOVED TO FLORIDA. NOW THEY LIVE IN A PLACE WITH A LOT OF 
OTHER RETARDED PEOPLE" 

"THEY ALL LIVE IN LITTLE TIN BOXES. THEY RIDE THREE-WHEELED 
TRICYCLES AND THEY ALL WEAR NAME TAGS BECAUSE THEY DON'T KNOW WHO 
THEY ARE. THEY GO TO A BIG BUILDING CALLED THE WRECKED HALL, BUT 
IF IT WAS WRECKED, THEY GOT IT FIXED BECAUSE IT ALL RIGHT NOW. 
THEY PLAY GAMES AND DO EXERCISES THERE, BUT THEY DON'T DO THEM VERY 
GOOD." 

"THERE IS A SWIMMING POOL THERE. THEY GO IN IT AND JUST STAND 
THERE WITH THEIR HATS ON. I GUESS THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO SWIM. 
AS YOU GO INTO THEIR PARK, THERE IS A DOLL HOUSE WITH A LITTLE MAN 
SITTING IN IT. HE WATCHES ALL DAY SO THAT THEY CAN'T SNEAK OUT, 
THEY GO TO THE BEACH AND PICK UP SHELLS THAT THEY THINK ARE 
DOLLARS." 

"MY GRANDMA USED TO BAKE COOKIES AND STUFF, BUT I GUESS SHE FORGOT 
HOW. NOBODY COOKS. THEY JUST EAT OUT. THEY EAT THE SAME THING 
EVERY DAY-EARLY BIRDS. SOME OF THE PEOPLE ARE SO RETARDED THEY 
DON'T KNOW HOW TO COOK AT ALL, SO MY GRANDMA AND GRANDPA BRING FOOD 
INTO THE WRECKED HALL AND CALL IT 'POT LUCK'.". 

"MY GRANDMA SAYS MY GRANDPA WORKED ALL HIS LIFE AND EARNED HIS 
RETARDMENT. I WISH THEY WOULD MOVE BACK UP HERE, BUT I GUESS THE 
LITTLE OLD MAN IN THE DOLL HOUSE WON'T LET THEM OUT." 
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ARCHIVES MUSINGS: 

WE ARE BACK TO NORMAL IN THE ARCHIVES, DORIS HAS RETURNED. I was 
going £o keep everything (inquires etc) for her to take care of but 
felt it would be a bigger burden on me when she returned. It is 
good to have some one to chat with once in a while. She is doing 
great.(If she wasn't she wouldn't tell you anyway). 

The start of Fall is not too far away. Although we did not have 
Spring, Just started with some HOT days every once in a while. If 
we didn't have the weather to fuss about, what a dull world 
this would be. 

The Yard Sale went over fairly well. We made $210.00. Thanks to 
everyone that brought articles for us. It is surprising what 
sells. We look forward next year to some more help setting up, so 
you can have some fun too. 

The City has O.K.'d our budget. A copy of the Societies budget is 
enclosed. The Archives is now open until 1:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday (closed holidays). Remember when the Archives is open you 
may always buy in the Gift shop. 

We have been very busy with inquires and assisting the Newspaper 
people looking up different articles for their stories. John Woods 
has been looking up information on Harriet, Hamilton and all the 
South side of Ypsilanti. He does a very thorough job. So be sure 
to read his articles. 

I'm sure everyone that came to the Picnic had a good time. The 
food was scrumptious. We had a little conflict as that was the 
same day as the City Hall Employees Picnic. Bet their food was not 
as good as ours. It was a little scary at first as some had not 
called in their reservations, but we thought they would come 
anyway. It was a great day, great food and the best of company. 
So look forward to coming next year. 

PLEASE send in your dues for '96 if you haven't done so already. 
There is a Renewal Sheet in the back of your "Gleanings". If you 
have and have not received a Membership Card, please let me know, 
I may have missed sending one out. I try to get things out in 
time, but sometimes I goof. (Yes, even me) 

We hope you have it on your agenda to come to the parade on 
Saturday, August 17th. 

I know with the street construction going on it is difficult but 
there is a lot of work in the preparation of the parade and the 
people that do the work appreciate seeing you there, as well as you 
will enjoy seeing it. 

Billie Zolkosky 
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Month: July 1996 YPSILANTI HISTUHIUAL SOCIETY 
Monthly Budget Report 

Fiscal Year 7/1/96 - wou/97 

Annual Budget Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual Variance 
income 
101: Dues $ 2,000.00 $ 166.67 
102: Gift Shop 3,500.00 291.67 
103: Calendar 4,000.00 333.33 
104: Donations 1,000.00 83.33 
105: Archives 200.00 16.67 
106: Special Projects 500.00 41.67 
107: Interest 2,000.00 166.67 

Total $ 13,200.00 1,100.00 

Expense 
201: Contract Labor 2,400.00 200.00 
202: Gift Shop 3,000.00 250.00 
203: Calendar??? 
204: Insurance 750.00 62.50 
205: Exterior Maint. 1,500.00 125.00 
206: Interior Maint. 1,200.00 100.00 
207: Advertising 800.00 66.67 
208: Interior Cleaning 500.00 41.67 
209: Mlsc/Petty Cash 500.00 41.67 
210: Office Operations 2,250.00 187.50 
211: Admin. Committee 300.00 25.00 

Total $ 13,200.00 $ 1,100.00 



COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
FY 96-97 BUDGET REQUEST 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

1 ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION REQUEST 
101-755-707-00 Salaries/Wages - Temporary 

Part-time Archivist 
{25 hrs/wk @ $10.75/hr) 

$13,975 

101-755-714-00 Fringe Benefits 
Part-time Archivist 

$1,765 

101-755-728-00 Office Supplies 
General office supplies 
Diskettes, printer ribbons 

$150. 
$100 
$50 

101-755-730-00 Postage 
General correspondence 

$100 

101-755-757-00 Operating Supplies 
Painting supplies 
Building repair supplies 
Archival records supplies 

$550 
$150 
$200 
$200 

101-755-818-00 Contractual Services 
Security alarm service ($70/mo) 
Cleaning service ($30/wk) 
General maintenance 

$2,650 
$840 f 
$1,560 
$250 

101-755-853-00 Telephone 
Phone line ($30/mo) 
Security alarm line ($40/mo) 

$840 
$360 
$480 

101-755-920-00 Utilities 
Detroit Edison ($192/mo) 
MichCon ($262/mo) 
YCUA ($75/mo) 

$6,350 
$2,300 
$3,150 
$900 

101-755-931-00 Building Maintenance 
General repairs ($125/mo) 

$1,500 

TOTAL REQUEST $27,880 

The Operating Supplies and Building Maintenance accounts will help the efforts of 
Preservation Eastern and Eastern Contractors, the student historic preservation groups from 
Eastern Michigan University which are providing planning and restoration services to the 
Ypsilanti Historical Museum. These groups are completing a restoration and maintenance plan 
for the facility and it is anticipated that actual improvements will begin in FY 96-97. 



COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
CAPITAL REQUEST FOR 95-96 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

PRIORITY • CAPITAL DESCRIPTION COST PURCHASE/ I 
LEASE 

1 Gutter Replacement - Rear Facade 
The gutter on the rear facade of the 
Historical Museum is no longer 
attached causing drainage and leaking 
problems for the facility. The gutter 
should be replaced to avoid further 
damage to the structure. 

$2,000 Purchase 

2 Front Porch Rail Repairs 
The front porch railing requires repairs. 
Porch spindles are missing or broken 
and the porch handrails need to be 
replaced to provide safe access into 
this public facility. These repairs will 
not only provide for visitor safety but 
will ensure that this City-owned 
building meets the requirements of the 
Historic District Ordinance. 

$4,000 Purchase 

3 Exterior/Interior Painting 
Routine maintenance painting is 
required for both the exterior and 
interior portions of this public building. 

To be 
determined.* Purchase j 

4 Foundation/Basement Wail Repairs 
The foundation and basement walls are 
in need of tuckpointing to stabilize the 
structure and prevent basement 
flooding. 

To be 
determined.* 

Purchase 

5 Plumbing Repairs 
The building's plumbing system should 
be evaluated to identify maintenance 
needs to avoid future damage to the 
structure and its contents. 

To be 
determined.* 

Purchase 

* Preservation Eastern and Eastern Contractors, two student historic preservation groups at Eastern 
Michigan University, have officially adopted the Historical Museum as their community project for 
1995-96. These groups will be completing a restoration/maintenance plan, interior space needs plan, 
and accomplishing a variety of maintenance and restoration tasks for the Historical Museum. As a 
result, these capital improvement needs are estimated and are subject to change based upon the 
feasibility studies to be completed by these groups. A Five-Year Capital Improvements Plan will also 
be developed based upon the studies completed by these groups. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

SINGLE $5.00 BUSINESS $75.00 
FAMILY $10.00 LIFE MEMBER $200.00 

CONTRIBUTING $25.00 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

TELEPHONE 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: YPSILANTI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
220 NORTH HURON STREET YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN 48197 

WOULD YOU ENJOY WORKING AT THE MUSEUM? YES 

YOUR SOCIETY IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION. 

DUES ARE DUE THE FIRST OF JANUARY, IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOURS 
PLEAE SEND THEM IN SO WE DO NOT HAVE TO SEND A BILL, AS THIS COSTS 
POSTAGE. THANK YOU. 
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January 23, 1996 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM DOCENT SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

First Thursday First Saturday First Sunday 
*Mrs. Virginia Davis *Miss Normajean Anderson * Mrs. Lu Cregar 
484-0080 482-3489 482-1559 
Mrs. Marion Graubner Mrs. Virginia A bos Mrs. Marion Vorce 
482-5430 485-5944 482-8619 
Mrs. Elnora Miller Miss Doreen Binder 
482-9648 483-3932 

Second Thursday Second Saturday Second Sunday 
*Mrs. Marjorie Pearson *BU1 Zolkosky *Earl Studt 
483-3236 668-2669 482-7892 
Mrs. Lois Katon Mrs. Joan Carpenter Mrs. Karen Nickles 
482-7514 971-0536 483-8896 
Mrs. Shirley Wrubel Mrs. Fran Matevia 
482-4186 482-0125 

Third Thursday Third Saturday Third Sunday 
*M/M CarroU Osborn *Mrs. William Ealy *Miss Eileen Harrison 
483-3568 482-9773 482-1153 
Mrs. Doris Olson Mrs. Ruth Wright (Temp.) Mrs. Dorothy Kellas 
434-0517 483-6572 485-4231 

Mrs. Rosalind Craft 
485-1083 

Fourth Thursday Fourth Saturday Fourth Sunday 
*M/M Herbert Cornish *Mrs. Nelson Wood * Mrs. Ann McCarthy 
482-2108 434-4626 483-2929 
Mrs. Ann Thomas Mrs. Janet Ford Mrs. Dorothy Wilson 
483-8603 434-1286 485-2698 

* Indicates Chairman 

The Museum wUl be closed the foHowing days: 
Easter, Aprti 4, 6, 7 
Memorial Day, May 23, 25, 27 
Fourth of July, July 4, 6, 7 
Labor Day, Aug. 29, 31, Sept. 1 
Thanksgiving, Nov. 28, 30, Dec. 1 
Christmas, Dec. 15 - Jan 3. 

Festival schedule will be sent out in August. 

If you are unable to guide on your scheduled day, please notify your chairman or 
arrange for a substitute. 

Thank you. 
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SUBSTITUTES 

Mrs. LaVerne Howard 
482-7081 

Mrs. Robert Kerr 
572-7523 

Mrs. Richard Binder 
1-313-449-2557 

Mrs. Kathy Campbell 
483-5693 (not on Thurs.) 

Mrs. Ruth Wright 
483-6572 

Mr. Don Racine 
482-5407 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Newton Davis 
Mrs. LaVerne Howard 
Miss Eileen Harrison 
Mrs. William McCarthy 
Mrs. Herbert Cornish 
Mrs. J. B. Carpenter 
Miss Doris Milliman 
Mrs. Robert Kerr 
Miss Doreen Binder 

Chairman 
Room arrangement, upkeep, repairs 
Oral history 
Scheduling 
Exhibits, inventory 
Exhibits 



Doris Milliman-City Historian Museum Hours: Thur-Sat & Sun 2-k P.M. 
j Billie Zolkosky-Arc'hivist Archives: Mon-Fri 9-12 Noon 




