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Claude Wilbanks: 
Tennis Coaching Legend  By Phil Barnes

Some of the outstanding players who played on Claude’s championship teams in the ‘70s. 
Left to Right: Top Row – Assistant Coach Dick Ouellette, Mark McClure, Scott McClure, 

John Freatman, Bob Fisher, Anders Heimklo, Head Coach Claude Wilbanks; 
Front Row – Steve Carter, George Wallace, Naz Sesi, Jay Carter and Rick Profit

   Claude Wilbanks 
when he started 

officiating wrestling 
matches at 18
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From the President’s Desk
By Alvin E. Rudisill
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

QUARTERLY 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETINGS
2 pm Sunday,

March 11, 2012

2 pm Sunday 
June 10, 2012

2 pm Sunday
September 9, 2012

2 pm Sunday,
December 11, 2012

CHRISTMAS 
OPEN HOUSE

Ypsilanti Historical Museum, 220 N. Huron Street, Ypsilanti

-
 record in 

move.

-
ment in coaching was a three-year span 

-

-
lace lost only three matches in a three year 

-

-

-

-

-
nis team soon after girls sports started in 

-

-

-

Claude’s outstanding 
achievement was 1974-1976 
when his YHS teams went 

50 and 1

-

-

(Phil Barnes spent 30 years in the Milan school 
system as an administrator, 13 of those years 
as Athletic Director, and is a regular member 
of the Ypsilanti Morning Coffee Group.)

Claude Wilbanks: 
Tennis Coaching Legend
[continiued from page one]

Claude Wilbanks with his wife Ann Marie 
in Frog Island Park in Ypsilanti

1-5 p.m. Sunday
 December 4



Museum Advisory Board Report
By Kathryn Howard, 
Chair-Museum Advisory Board

-

-

-
tage Room.
 

-
-

-

-

merchants had for sale from yester-
year.
 

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-



Aftermath: The 1929 Train Wreck
in Depot Town By George Ridenour

A rare photo of the damage to the Cadwell Building (now the Sidetrack Bar and Grill) 
from the train wreck on January 21, 1929

IT WAS
WORLD NEWS!

A highly romanticized drawing of the event 
was published in Italian newspapers. 

The artist worked from descriptions found 
in other news accounts

EDITORS’ NOTE:
The first four paragraphs of this article 
previously appeared in the Spring 2010 
issue of GLEANINGS. In this follow-up, 
the author relates what happened follow-
ing the train wreck.

The original eyewitness account appeared 
in the Ypsilanti Press issues in January 
1929.

O

-

-

reason for the odd right angle that sets it 
-

-

-

Ypsilan-
ti Press,

Alonzo H. Miller, the Ypsilanti Fire De-
partment Chief

So what happened to Bert Ollett and his 
wife Cestia who were inside the restau-
rant?

-

-

grandchildren and one great-great-grand-

  [continued overleaf]



The Sidetrack Bar and Grill as it appears today with the outside patio in the space 
where the original building existed before the train wreck

The cash register that was inside the 
restaurant

.

What of Laura Kelsey who was hit by 
the train car?  -

-

Ypsilanti 
Press 

Ypsi-
lanti Briefs

-

-

Another survivor -

-

 this rare photo of an event 
-

lished in the newspapers at the time of the 
crash.  

(George Ridenour is a member of the YHS Ar-
chives Advisory Board, a regular volunteer in 
the Archives and a regular contributor to the 
GLEANINGS.)

Aftermath: 1929 Train Wreck in Depot Town
[continued from page 5]
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The Joseph H. Thompson Dodge Brothers Motor Cars dealership was once located 
on the north end of the building known as the Thompson Block

Joe Thompson was active in the Michi-
gan Automobile Dealers Association as 
President and Board Member and owned 
a Dodge dealership in Ypsilanti for more 
than 40 years.  He was a member of the 
Masons, Knights of Pythias, Kiwanis 
Club, Washtenaw Country Club and the 
Ypsilanti Board of Commerce.  After his 
retirement, he was appointed in 1935 to 
the Mackinac Island State Park Commis-
sion by then governor Frank D. Fitzgerald 
and held that post intermittently until his 
death in 1977.  The post did not pay a sal-
ary and Thompson was quoted in the lo-
cal newspaper: “Everybody has to make 
a contribution to something civic and the 
Mackinac Island State Park Commission 
has been my contribution.”

In 1828 Benjamin Thompson, Joseph’s 
great-grandfather, helped construct many 
of the mills that flourished along the Hu-
ron River.  Thompson’s grandfather Oliver 
once served as mayor of Ypsilanti.  The 
family owned the “Thompson Block” in 
Depot Town for many years.  The Thomp-

son Building has been in the news the past 
few years because of proposed develop-
ment and arson.     -George Ridenour

“Memories of the 
Early Depot Town” 

I 

the merchants and their activities in this 

Joe Thompson’s “Memories 
of Early Depot Town”   

-

a crew of paper hangers and painters that 
.

hand-made clothes for many of the people 

-

-

-

there was a car on that train they called the 

     

-
[continued overleaf]   



-

those days.

water there and the gardens next to the de-

-

-

-

who opened a tavern and did a thriving 

cleaned watches and sold small articles of 
-

-

-

-

the corner west of there was a hardware 

in their spare time they made all sorts of 

hand in those days.

-

-

-

-

 

Memories of 
Early Depot Town
[continued from page 7]

Hours: Sunday 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Mon 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Thurs 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Fri 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Tues & Wed Closed

115 W. Michigan Ave.
Downtown Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Phone: 734-487-1259

Carol McEachran
Open Every Day in December until Christmas



Members of the Thompson family manufactured agricultural implements; 
root cutters, grass seeders, kraut and slaw cutters, and later, porch swings at the corner of 

River and Cross Streets in what was once known as the Thompson Building

-

-

-

.

he concocted a remedy that he claimed 

his window one day with his remedy and 

away with his remedy after that experi-

-

-

a grocery and dry goods store which did 

-

“I hope I haven’t made too 
many mistakes in this little 
discourse and I hope you 

early days” -Joe Thompson

-

do today at the horse races only there 

.

-

train and it still shows the scars of where 

-

-

and across the ceilings except that they 

electric which were   [continued overleaf]     



-

-

other way and these fellows he had sent to 

over the road that was made of lattice and 
-

-

it and at a critical time in his speech they 

a 7-inch cigar so at the critical moment 

time and in visiting a friend of his over 

stamps and he developed the whole thing 

called the United States Daily that failed 
and he started a cereal factory something 

-

[Thompson’s memoir was first published 
in The Depot Town Rag, July 1974]

Memories of 
Early Depot Town

[continued from page 9]

The Thompson Block as it appears today after a fire gutted the facility



A Daily 
Ypsilantian Press

 

-

-

-

 

Houston “Leroy” Harrington – 
Ypsilanti’s WWI Hero
By George Ridenour

-

-

 

Lifestyles Magazine and 

-

   [continued overleaf]

Right: 
Houston 

“Leroy” Harrington, 
Ypsilanti’s 

World War I hero

Below: 
The caisson 

bearing the body of 
PFC Harrington 

surrounded by an 
honor guard 

of escorts

The service at Highland 
was short. Remarks, brief 
prayers, three volleys of 
shots over the grave, and 

of taps echoing through the 
cemetery.  Then it was over.



-

-

“Columbia gives to her son the accolade 
of the new chivalry of humanity.  Leroy 
Harrington served with one in the World 
War and died in the service of his coun-
try.”

   “In Memory of Private 1st Class Leroy H. 
Harrington, Company A, 1st Field Signal 
Battalion, who died September 24, 1918.  
He bravely laid down his life for the cause 
of his country.  His name will ever remain 
fresh in the hearts of his friends and com-
rades.  The record of his honorable ser-
vice will be preserved in the archives of 
the American Expeditionary Forces.”

Houston 
“Leroy” Harrington
[Continued from page11]

-

(George Ridenour is a member of the YHS Ar-
chives Advisory Board, a regular volunteer in 
the Archives and a regular contributor to the 
GLEANINGS.)

The Bronze Star medal



   

Ypsilanti History – It’s a Test!
By Peter Fletcher

      where?

      years ago?

      names?

      idea.

 

(Peter Fletcher is the President of the Credit Bureau of Ypsilanti 
and is widely known for his inspirational speeches.)

Clark’s Lake - 
How it Sank
The following was published in 
the of 
April 22, 1871

-

-

month after he opened his ditch the water 

-

this land in place.

-

 – Submitted by George Ridenour



H

information on it that is attached to a rope 

vines. 

it lists the information for the mother and 
her two children who died shortly after 

:
 

   Laura L. (Murray) 
   Wife of W. W. Kelly

   Born October 16, 1832
   Died February 17, 1886

   Aged 53 years 4 ms and 1 day
   John 11 25th  (Bible Verse)

Unique Gra
at Highland

The Ettie G. Reed “tree stump” 
tombstone with a scroll hung 

over a cut-off branch

The unique Laura Kelly and 
infant children “tree stump” 

tombstone with cut off branches 
signifying the children died 

before their time

 The Starkweath
a statue of m

...another installment 
of continuing 

features on our 
landmark cemetery

 
   Herbert Murray

   Son of W. W. & L. Kelly 
   Born March 13, 1866
   Died March 18, 1867

   Aged 1 year and 5 days
 

   Sara Abby
   Daughter of W. W. & L. Kelly

   Born September 3, 1864
   Died September 21, 1864 

   Aged 18 days



ave Markers 
d Cemetery

The Thomas Vivian tombstone 
with anvil and other symbols 

representing his occupation of 
“blacksmithing, horse shoeing 

and repairing of all kinds”

 The Michael J. Ellinger 
tombstone with the words 

“Dog is my Co-Pilot” 
and the statue of a dog

The John Elmer Johnson, Jr. marker 
with a lamb that is often used on the graves 

of children, particularly infants, 
to symbolize innocence

her plot guarded by 
man’s best friend

Highland Cemetery was designed by Col. James Lewis Glenn in 1863 and 
is located on the sandy bluffs of one of Michigan’s pre-historic lakes. It is 
considered to be a masterpiece of 19th century landscape architecture and 
a place of great natural beauty.   

were provided with a death 

in the program gravestones 

trades and professions. One 

the interests of the interred. One recent 

dog and the inscription on the stone 

the seeds of an ear of corn represented 
all the people as well as all the things in 

This article is part of a series on historic 
Highland Cemetery. The series is being
researched and written by James Mann, 
George Ridenour and Al Rudisill



From Artifact-to-Archives: 
Searching for Ypsilanti Gunsmith 
William Horace Worden
From Carolyn Lucado Griffin’s September presentation to the Society

H

The Story of Ypsilanti)

      more than once and was a prisoner 
      of war)

History 
      of Washtenaw County)

Worden, a Weir in the Valley

-

Earnest and Carolyn 
with the rifle 

at the entrance to 
the Fletcher-White 

Archives

William Horace 
Worden



Brooks bequeaths to his 
wife, Kate, the following:

-

-

His two daughters receive:

Lastly the will states:

this my last will and testament.

Brooks Bowman Hazelton was 62 years old 
when he married his young second wife, 

Katherine J. Schaff who was 25

The Second Wife   By Janet Buchanan

A

-
 

very

The Will: 

Kate’s Petition for the 
Probate of a Will: 

-

later in this article.

-

-

Things not going smoothly: 

-

-

[continued overleaf]



 
-

-

Additional Documents are submitted: 

-

and that they saw him sign and seal his last 

they were signing as witnesses and wanted 

Probate of Will: 

-

-

The Second Wife
[Continued from page 17]



Sarah Ann Hazelton was Brooks’ first wife of 
over 40 years. She died on January 29, 1890

Frances Ann Hazelton, daughter of Brooks 
and Sarah Ann Hazelton, was born in 1859 

and died in 1952

The Final Agreement: 

-

-

-

-

-

 

-

Brooks and Kate: 
-

-

-

-

-

One assumes that the 
daughters wanted to make 
sure that things were di-

vided fairly and probably 
didn’t want Kate as the 

executrix and therefore in 
control of the estate

-

-

for their father.

-

never had children. 

-

-

-

-
-

-

Conclusions: 

-
ing the will?
                                 [continued overleaf]



eight years.

control over how the assets were divided 

The agreement states 
in a paragraph:
It is hereby agreed that the appeal of said 
second parties from the decision of the 
Probate Court of Washtenaw County sub-
mitting to probate the last will and testa-
ment of said Brooks B. Hazelton, shall be 
dismissed without costs, and that said last 
will be probated; that the said Kate J. Ha-
zelton shall refuse in writing to accept the 
position as executor of said last will and 
testament, and that Robert W. Hemphill, 
shall be appointed administrator with the 
will annexed, and that for his service he 
shall be paid by said estate.

Mary Ella Hazelton, daughter of Brooks 
and Sarah Ann Hazelton, was born in 1857 

and died in 1941

-

immediately removes Kate from control-
ling personal property and prevents her 

company.

-

-

that two people are appointed to handle 

the importance of the personal property to 

Additional Information: 
-
-

-

-
ness.

-

-

Janet (McDougall) Buchanan does obitu-
ary searches for heir research and law 
firms and has done a great deal of re-
search on the McDougall and Beckington 
families.

The Second Wife
[Continued from page19]



My Diary:  
January 1, 1951- I went 
skating today.  We had a 
good New Years dinner.  
Michigan won in the Rose Bole. (Sic).

I

also had her own ice show that traveled 

-

-

-

as she was when she won her gold medals.  

-

-

-

-

  

-

-

-
-

thing so starting a new activity meant end-

-

-

with.
  

(Peg Porter grew up in Ypsilanti and is the 
GLEANINGS Assistant Editor and a regular 
contributor of articles for our publication.)

Skating
By Peg Porter

went 
ad a 
ner.

Barbara Ann Scott, a Canadian 
Olympic figure skating medalist, 

was a very athletic skater

Sonja Henie, Norwegian Olympic 
figure skating champion, appeared 

in movies in the late 1930s and 1940s



News from the
Fletcher-White Archives
By Gerry Pety

-

-

 

disorder that he writes so interestingly 
-

-

-

  

-



YHS Archives Site of 
Film Production  By James Mann

T
-

   

-

-

-

they needed now was someone to inter-

-
-

ing the war.

-

-

more details. 

-
chives will have a copy as well. 

(James Mann is a local historian, author and a 
regular contributor to the GLEANINGS.) 

The talent: Peter B. Fletcher

The control room

The set

“We’re ready for our 
close-up, Mr. DeMille”
Movie history still being 
made in Ypsilanti

By Tom Dodd

O Anatomy of a 
Murder

Where the Boys 
Are The Betsy -

-
tic Somewhere in Time

-

-

Conviction, Stone, Trust, Vanishing on 
7th Street What’s Wrong With Virgin-
ia

-
-

Deadeye
Witchunter with downtown developer 

Living Dead World

Ypsilanti Citi-
zen

-
tion of The 6th Extinction. 

Whip It -

-
tion of Conviction

[continued overleaf] 



Ypsilanti History Test Answers
(for the test on page 13)

     employee.

      less white lights.

Stone
when an intoxicated woman accosted 

High School 

-

Five-Year 
Engagement

AWOL
-

movement.

[Tom Dodd does design and layouts for 
GLEANINGS where his job is to make all the 
stories come down to the bottom of the page]

[continued from page 23]



S
-
-

stations and strips of highway have all 
-
-

-

the omission of collector cars in the ex-

history.

prominent collectors and historians inside 

rights of the property owner remain intact. 
-

The HVA’s mission is to keep “Yesterday’s 
Vehicles on Tomorrow’s Roads” by estab-
lishing a collaborative platform among 
historic vehicle enthusiasts.

Historic Preservation Tax Credits for Your Old Car?
Ypsilanti is crawling with  history, but it’s rolling with it too. Vintage auto exhibitions in Riverside Park and the every-Thursday summer Cruise 
Nights give ample evidence that all our ancient history is not just old buildings; it’s old cars too. Carmel Robert’s story (below) from the Historic 
Vehicle Association brings collectors of authentic vintage vehicles up to date on efforts to preserve and protect their prized possessions.

From “Making Your Collector Car a Historic Treasure”

HVA group seeks to extend 
National Historic Preservation Act 

to cover vintage automobiles

The question arose at the final Cruise Night of the summer in Depot Town: 
We’ve got old buildings,garages, barns, and even a caboose in our famed 

Historic District; why not include old cars as well?



GLEANINGS Advertising Application
     Sponsor*      1/6 Pg          1/3 Pg           1/2 Pg           Full Pg
                 

Spring Issue
Summer Issue
Fall Issue
Winter Issue
* Sponsorship: A list of “Sponsors” is included in each issue. Sponsorship is available at $20 per issue.

   PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE BOXES
   ISSUE $20  $50      $75         $125        $200

✄

Thanks to our 
GLEANINGS 

sponsors:

The Anschuetz Family 
John & Marlene Barr

Jim Curran
Fred & Maria Davis

Virginia Davis-Brown
Midge Fahndrich
Kathryn Howard

Joe Mattimoe
Bill & Karen Nickels

Norton’s Flowers & Gifts
Maxe & Terri Obermeyer

John & Fofie Pappas
Henry J. Prebys

Al & Jan Rudisill
Diane Schick

Jane Schmiedeke
Bob & Shirley Southgate

Rita Sprague
Nancy Wheeler

Early Ypsilanti 
street cars recalled 

my mother placing me on a seat with a 

changed the horse at the other end.

-Excerpted from Joseph Thompson’s 
“Early Days” report [pp 7-10]

Probably none of the above

Training for Museum docents?
Call 734.482.4900
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Friday Night Movies 
at the Fletcher-White Archives

James Mann will be hosting Education Nights in the YHS Archives.  

The programs are free to YHS members and begin at 7 p.m.  
Popcorn will be served. 

7 p.m. Friday, 18 November
DOUBLE FEATURE

They Raid By Night
-

British 
Intelligence

spying on spies with everyone searching 
-

7 p.m. Friday, 2 December
The Battle of 

San Pietro 

The Battle of San Pietro was selected for 

-

Friday, 25 November 
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A detail from Albert Ruger’s 1860 panorama of Ypsilanti 
shows River Street, the depot, mills, freight yards, and the sluices 

that eventually helped to create Frog Island

He painted our town
Albert Ruger  (1829-1899)

-

 

-

-

Twenty-two years later, we had it done again
C. J. Pauli, -

-

Panorama (bird’s eye) views of Ypsilanti show forgotten details

Reprints of Ypsilanti panoramas are on sale 
at the Fletcher-White Archives.


